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,the free encyclopedia that anyone can edit.111,866 active editors 7,010,903 articles in English1820 historical world mapHistory is the systematic study of the past with its main focus on the human past. Historians analyse and interpret primary and secondary sources to construct narratives about what happened and explain why it happened. They
engage in source criticism to assess the authenticity, content, and reliability of these sources. It is controversial whether the resulting historical narratives can be truly objective and whether history is a social science rather than a discipline of the humanities. Influential schools of thought include positivism, the Annales school, Marxism, and
postmodernism. Some branches of history focus on specific time periods, such as ancient history, particular geographic regions, such as the history of Africa, or distinct themes, such as political, social, and economic history. History emerged as a field of inquiry in antiquity to replace myth-infused narratives, with influential early traditions originating
in Greece, China, and later in the Islamic world. (Fullarticle...)Recently featured: Ian CarmichaelRusset sparrowEmmy NoetherArchiveBy emailMore featured articlesAboutRosa Parks... that Rosa Parks (pictured) refused to surrender her seat not because she was physically tired, but because she was "tired of giving in"?... that most of the population
of Niamey has consisted of first- and second-generation rural migrants since the city was established?... that Harry Wunsch, despite appearing "short and fat", was a "savage tackler"?... that Black dandyism flourished during and after the Harlem Renaissance as a means of self-expression in the African-American community?... that 17th-century
mathematician Carlo Rinaldini studied gall-inducing insects, air convection, and the design of thermometers?... that the title of Elegies comes from a suite of poems that its director read during the film's pre-production?... that Saba's airport, known for its short runway, was named after Juancho Yrausquin in honor of his efforts to secure funding?...
that Sculpture Space lets artists create large-scale works in a former metalworking shop?... that Olympic historians were unconvinced by speculation that an unknown boy coxswain grew up to be a renowned Georgian mathematician?ArchiveStart a new articleNominate an articlePhil HansonIn motorsport, Robert Kubica, Yifei Ye, and Phil Hanson
(pictured) of AF Corse win the 24 Hours of Le Mans.In the US state of Minnesota, state representative Melissa Hortman is assassinated and state senator John Hoffman is injured.Former president of Nicaragua and first elected female president in the Americas Violeta Chamorro dies at the age of 95.Israel launches multiple airstrikes across cities in
Iran, killing various nuclear scientists and military officials, including IRGC commander-in-chief Hossein Salami.Ongoing: Gaza warRussian invasion of UkrainetimelineSudanese civil wartimelineRecent deaths: Alfred BrendelAli ShamkhaniHamilton WanasingheAfa Ah LooGeoff PalmerStella ChenNominate an articleJune 19: Feast of Corpus Christi
(2025), Juneteenth in the United States (1865)Lou Gehrig baseball card1785 The proprietors of King's Chapel, Boston, voted to adopt James Freeman's Book of Common Prayer, thus establishing the first Unitarian church in the Americas.1838 The Maryland province of the Jesuits contracted to sell 272 slaves to buyers in Louisiana in one of the largest
slave sales in American history.1939 American baseball player Lou Gehrig (pictured) was diagnosed with amyotrophic lateral sclerosis, now commonly known in the United States as "Lou Gehrig's disease".1987 The Basque separatist group ETA detonated a car bomb at a Hipercor shopping centre in Barcelona, killing 21 people and injuring 45
others.2009 War in Afghanistan: British forces began Operation Panther's Claw, in which more than 350 troops made an aerial assault on Taliban positions in southern Afghanistan.tienne Geoffroy Saint-Hilaire (d.1844)Sarah Rosetta Wakeman (d.1864)Aage Bohr (b.1922)Clayton Kirkpatrick (d.2004)More anniversaries: June 18June 19June
20ArchiveBy emailList of days of the yearAboutDred Scott (c.1799 1858) was an enslaved African American who, along with his wife, Harriet Robinson Scott, unsuccessfully sued for the freedom of themselves and their two daughters, Eliza and Lizzie, in the 1857 legal case Dred Scott v. Sandford. The Scotts claimed that they should be granted
freedom because Dred had lived for four years in Illinois and the Wisconsin Territory, where slavery was illegal, and laws in those jurisdictions said that slave holders gave up their rights to slaves if they stayed for an extended period. The Supreme Court of the United States ruled against Scott in a landmark decision that held the Constitution did not
extend American citizenship to people of black African descent, and therefore they could not enjoy the rights and privileges that the Constitution conferred upon American citizens. The Dred Scott decision is widely considered the worst in the Supreme Court's history, being widely denounced for its overt racism, judicial activism, poor legal reasoning,
and crucial role in the events that led to the American Civil War four years later. The ruling was later superseded by the passage of the Thirteenth Amendment to the United States Constitution, which abolished slavery, in 1865, followed by the Fourteenth Amendment, whose first section guaranteed birthright citizenship for "all persons born or
naturalized in the United States and subject to the jurisdiction thereof", in 1868. This posthumous oil-on-canvas portrait of Scott was painted by Louis Schultze, after an 1857 photograph by John H. Fitzgibbon, and now hangs in the Missouri History Museum in St.Louis.Painting credit: Louis Schultze, after John H. FitzgibbonRecently featured: Garni
Templelgor StravinskySabella pavoninaArchiveMore featured picturesCommunity portal The central hub for editors, with resources, links, tasks, and announcements.Village pump Forum for discussions about Wikipedia itself, including policies and technical issues.Site news Sources of news about Wikipedia and the broader Wikimedia
movement.Teahouse Ask basic questions about using or editing Wikipedia.Help desk Ask questions about using or editing Wikipedia.Reference desk Ask research questions about encyclopedic topics.Content portals A unique way to navigate the encyclopedia.Wikipedia is written by volunteer editors and hosted by the Wikimedia Foundation, a non-
profit organization that also hosts a range of other volunteer projects: CommonsFree media repository MediaWikiWiki software development Meta-WikiWikimedia project coordination WikibooksFree textbooks and manuals WikidataFree knowledge base WikinewsFree-content news WikiquoteCollection of quotations WikisourceFree-content library
WikispeciesDirectory of species WikiversityFree learning tools WikivoyageFree travel guide WiktionaryDictionary and thesaurusThis Wikipedia is written in English. Many other Wikipedias are available; some of the largest are listed below. 1,000,000+ articles DeutschEspaolFranaisItalianoNederlandsPolskiPortugusSvenskaTing Vit 250,000+ articles
Bahasa IndonesiaBahasa MelayuBn-lm-gCataletinaDanskEestiEsperantoEuskaraMagyarNorsk bokmlRomnSimple EnglishSloveninaSrpskiSrpskohrvatskiSuomiTrkeOzbekcha 50,000+ articles AsturianuAzrbaycancaBosanskiFryskGaeilgeGalegoHrvatskiKurdLatvieuLietuviNorsk nynorskShqipSlovenina Retrieved from " 2This article is about the year
1865. For other uses, see 1865 (disambiguation).Calendar yearYearsMillennium2ndmillenniumCenturies18thcenturyl9thcentury 20thcenturyDecades1840s1850s1860s 1870s1880sYears1862186318641865 186618671868vte1865 by topicHumanitiesAnimationArchaeologyArchitectureArtLiteraturePoetryMusicBy
countryAustraliaBelgiumBrazilCanadaChinaDenmarkFranceGermanyNew ZealandNorwayPortugalRussiaSouth AfricaSwedenUnited KingdomUnited StatesOther topicsRail transportScienceSportsLists of leadersSovereign statesSovereign state leadersTerritorial governorsReligious leadersLawBirth and death categoriesBirthsDeathsEstablishments
and disestablishments categoriesEstablishmentsDisestablishmentsWorks categoryWorksvte1865 in various calendarsGregorian calendar1865MDCCCLXVAD urbe condita2618Armenian calendar1314 Assyrian calendar6615Bah calendar2122Balinese saka calendar17861787Bengali calendar12711272Berber calendar2815British Regnal
year28Vict.129Vict.1Buddhist calendar2409Burmese calendar1227Byzantine calendar73737374Chinese calendar (WoodRat)4562 or 4355to (Wo0odOx)4563 or 4356Coptic calendar15811582Discordian calendar3031Ethiopian calendar18571858Hebrew calendar56255626Hindu calendars- Vikram Samvat19211922- Shaka Samvat17861787- Kali
Yuga49654966Holocene calendar11865Igho calendar865866Iranian calendar12431244Islamic calendar12811282Japanese calendarGenji 2 / Kei 1()Javanese calendar17931794]Julian calendarGregorian minus 12 daysKorean calendar4198Minguo calendar47 before ROC47Nanakshahi calendar397Thai solar calendar24072408Tibetan calendar(male
Wood-Rat)1991 or 1610 or 838to(female Wood-0Ox)1992 or 1611 or 839Wikimedia Commons has media related to 1865.1865 (MDCCCLXV) was a common year starting on Sunday of the Gregorian calendarand a common year starting on Friday of the Julian calendar, the 1865th year of the Common Era (CE) and Anno Domini (AD) designations, the
865th year of the 2ndmillennium, the 65th year of the 19thcentury, and the 6th year of the 1860s decade. As of the start of 1865, the Gregorian calendar was 12 days ahead of the Julian calendar, which remained in localized use until 1923. Calendar year January 15: Union captures Fort Fisher.January 4 The New York Stock Exchange opens its first
permanent headquarters at 10-12 Broad near Wall Street, in New York City.January 13 American Civil War: Second Battle of Fort Fisher Union forces launch a major amphibious assault against the last seaport held by the Confederates, Fort Fisher, North Carolina.January 15 American Civil War: Union forces capture Fort Fisher.January 31The
Thirteenth Amendment to the United States Constitution (conditional prohibition of slavery and involuntary servitude) passes narrowly, in the House of Representatives.American Civil War: Confederate General Robert E. Lee becomes general-in-chief.February 3 American Civil War: Hampton Roads Conference: Union and Confederate leaders discuss
peace terms.February 6 The municipal administration of Finland is established.[1]February 8 & March 8 Gregor Mendel reads his paper on Experiments on Plant Hybridization at two meetings of the Natural History Society of Brnn in Moravia, subsequently taken to be the origin of the theory of Mendelian inheritance.[2]February 21 John Deere
receives a United States patent for ploughs.February 22 Tennessee adopts a new constitution that abolishes slavery.February American Civil War: Columbia, South Carolina burns, as Confederate forces flee from advancing Union forces.March 3 The U.S. Congress authorizes formation of the Bureau of Refugees, Freedmen and Abandoned
Lands.March 4 Washington College and Jefferson College are merged to form Washington & Jefferson College in the United States.[3]March 13 American Civil War: The Confederate States of America agrees to the use of African American troops.March 18 American Civil War: The Congress of the Confederate States of America adjourns for the last
time.March 1921 American Civil War: Battle of Bentonville: Union troops compel Confederate forces to retreat from Four Oaks, North Carolina.March 25The Claywater Meteorite explodes just before reaching ground level in Vernon County, Wisconsin; fragments having a combined mass of 1.5kg (3.31b) are recovered.American Civil War: In Virginia,
Confederate forces capture Fort Stedman from the Union, although it is retaken the same day. Lee's army suffers heavy casualties: about 2,900, including 1,000 captured in the Union counterattack. Confederate positions are weakened. After the battle, Lee's defeat is only a matter of time.March Hamm's Brewery opens in St. Paul, Minnesota.April 2:
Jefferson Davis.April 9: Appomattox Court House.April 14: Lincoln shot.April 1 American Civil War Battle of Five Forks: In Petersburg, Virginia, Confederate General Robert E. Lee begins his final offensive.April 2 American Civil War: Confederate President Jefferson Davis and most of his Cabinet flee the Confederate capital of Richmond, Virginia,
which is taken by Union troops the next day.April 6 German chemicals producer Badische Anilin- und Sodafabrik (BASF) is founded in Mannheim.April 9 American Civil War: Confederate States Army General Robert E. Lee surrenders to Union Army General Ulysses S. Grant at Appomattox Court House, effectively ending the war.April 14Assassination
of Abraham Lincoln: President of the United States Abraham Lincoln is shot while attending an evening performance of the farce Our American Cousin at Ford's Theatre in Washington, D.C., by actor and Confederate sympathizer John Wilkes Booth.United States Secretary of State William H. Seward and his family are attacked in his home, by Lewis
Powell.April 15 President Lincoln dies early this morning from his gunshot wound, aged 56. Vice President Andrew Johnson becomes the 17th President of the United States upon Lincoln's death and is sworn in later that morning.April 18 Confederate President Jefferson Davis and his entire cabinet arrive in Charlotte, North Carolina, with a
contingent of 1,000 soldiers.April 21 German chemicals producer BASF moves its headquarters and factories from Mannheim, to the Hemshof District of Ludwigshafen.April 26American Civil War: Confederate General Joseph E. Johnston surrenders to Union Major General William Tecumseh Sherman, at Durham Station, North Carolina.Union cavalry
corner John Wilkes Booth in a Virginia barn, and cavalryman Boston Corbett fatally shoots the assassin.April 27The steamboat Sultana, carrying 2,300 passengers, explodes and sinks in the Mississippi River, killing 1,800, mostly Union survivors of the Andersonville Prison.April 27: Steamboat Sultana sinks.Governor of New York Reuben Fenton signs
a bill formally creating Cornell University.May 1 The Treaty of the Triple Alliance of Argentina, Brazil, and Uruguay against Paraguay is formally signed, following the outbreak of the Paraguayan War.May 4 American Civil War: Lieutenant General Richard Taylor, commanding all Confederate forces in Alabama, Mississippi, and eastern Louisiana,
surrenders his forces to Union General Edward Canby at Citronelle, Alabama, effectively ending all Confederate resistance east of the Mississippi River.May 5 In the United States:In North Bend, Ohio (a suburb of Cincinnati), the first train robbery in the country takes place.Jefferson Davis meets with his Confederate Cabinet (14 officials) for the last
time, in Washington, Georgia, and the Confederate Government is officially dissolved.May 10 American Civil War: Jefferson Davis is captured by the Union Army near Irwinville, Georgia.May 12 Electric equipment and mobile brand Nokia founded in Tampere, Finland.May 1213 American Civil War Battle of Palmito Ranch: In far south Texas, more
than a month after Confederate General Lee's surrender, the last land battle of the civil war with casualties, ends with a Confederate victory.May 17The International Telegraph Union is founded.French missionary Father Armand David first observes Pre David's deer in Peking, China.[4]May 23 Grand Review of the Armies: Union Army troops parade
down Pennsylvania Avenue (Washington, D.C.) to celebrate the end of the American Civil War.May 25 Mobile magazine explosion: 300 are killed in Mobile, Alabama, when an ordnance depot explodes.May 28 The Mimosa sets sail with emigrants from Wales for Patagonia.[5]May 29 American Civil War: President of the United States Andrew Johnson
issues a proclamation of general amnesty for most citizens of the former Confederacy.June 2 American Civil War: Confederate forces west of the Mississippi River under General Edmund Kirby Smith surrender at Galveston, Texas, under terms negotiated on May 26, becoming the last to do so.June 10 Richard Wagner's opera Tristan und Isolde debuts
at the Munich Court Theatre.June 11 Battle of the Riachuelo: The Brazilian Navy squadron defeats the Paraguayan Navy.July 2: Salvation ArmyJune 19 American Civil War: Union Major General Gordon Granger lands at Galveston, Texas, and informs the people of Texas of the Emancipation Proclamation (an event celebrated in modern times each year
as Juneteenth).June 23 American Civil War: At Fort Towson in Oklahoma Territory, Confederate General Stand Watie, a Cherokee Indian, surrenders the last significant Rebel army.June 25 James Hudson Taylor founds the China Inland Mission at Brighton, England.June 26 Jumbo, a young male African elephant, arrives at London Zoo and becomes a
popular attraction.JuneAugust English polymath Francis Galton first describes eugenics.[6]July 4 Lewis Carroll publishes his children's novel Alice's Adventures in Wonderland in England[7][8] (first trade editions in December).July 5The U.S. Secret Service is founded.The first speed limit is introduced in Britain: 2mph (3.2km/h) in town and 4mph
(6.4km/h) in the country.July 7 Following Abraham Lincoln's assassination on April 14, the four conspirators condemned to death during the trial are hanged, including David Herold, George Atzerodt, Lewis Powell and Mary Surratt. Her son, John Surratt, escapes execution by fleeing to Canada, and ultimately to Egypt.July 14 First ascent of the
Matterhorn: The summit of the Matterhorn in the Alps is reached for the first time, by a party of 7 led by the Englishman Edward Whymper; 4 die in a fall during the descent. July 14: Matterhorn climbed. July 30: Steamer Brother Jonathan sinks.July 21 Wild Bill Hickok Davis Tutt shootout: In the market square of Springfield, Missouri, Wild Bill Hickok
shoots "Little Dave" Davis Tutt dead over a poker debt, in what is regarded as the first true western fast draw showdown.July 23 The SSGreat Eastern departs on a voyage to lay a transatlantic telegraph cable.[7]July 26 The New Zealand Parliament first meets in Wellington on a permanent basis, making it de facto the national capital.[9]]July 27Welsh
settlers arrive in Argentina at Chubut Valley.Businessman Asa Packer establishes Lehigh University in Bethlehem, Pennsylvania.July 30 The steamer Brother Jonathan sinks off the California coast, killing 225 passengers and crew.July 31 The first narrow gauge mainline railway in the world opens at Grandchester, Australia.July The Christian Mission,
later renamed The Salvation Army, is founded in Whitechapel, London, by William and Catherine Booth.August 16 The Dominican Republic regains independence from Spain.August 25 The Shergotty meteorite Mars meteorite falls in Sherghati, Gaya, Bihar in India.September 19 Union Business College (now Peirce College) is founded in
Philadelphia.September 26 Champ Ferguson becomes the first person (and one of only two) to be convicted of war crimes for actions taken during the American Civil War, found guilty by a U.S. Army tribunal on 23 charges, arising from the murder of 53 people. He is hanged on October 20, two days after the conviction of Henry Wirz for war crimes.
[10]October 11 Morant Bay rebellion: Paul Bogle leads hundreds of black men and women in a march in Jamaica; the rebellion is brutally suppressed by the British governor Edward John Eyre with 400 executed.[8]October 25 Florida drafts its constitution in Tallahassee.October 26The Standard Oil Company opens.The paddlewheel steamer
SSRepublic sinks off the Georgia coast, with a cargo of $400,000 in coins.November 6 American Civil War: The CSS Shenandoah, last remnant of the Confederate States of America and its military, surrenders in Liverpool after fleeing westward from the Pacific. November 10 Captain Henry Wirz, Confederate superintendent of Andersonville Prison
(Camp Sumter) is hanged, becoming the second of two combatants, and only serving regular soldier, to be executed for war crimes committed during the American Civil War.November 11 Duar War between Britain and Bhutan ends with the Treaty of Sinchula, in which Bhutan cedes control of its southern passes to Britain in return for an annual
subsidy.[7]November 17 Chincha Islands War: Action of 17 November 1865 A Spanish gunboat is captured by the Chilean tugboat Independencia off Tom, in the Bay of Concepcin, Chile.November 26 Chincha Islands War: Battle of Papudo The Spanish ship Covadonga is captured by the Chileans and the Peruvians, north of Valparaso, Chile.December
11 The United States Congress creates the United States House Committee on Appropriations and the Committee on Banking and Commerce, reducing the tasks of the House Committee on Ways and Means.December 17 Leopold II becomes King of the Belgians, following the death (on December 10) of his father, King Leopold I.December 18
Secretary of State William H. Seward declares the Thirteenth Amendment to the United States Constitution ratified by three-quarters of the states, including those in secession. As of December 6, slavery is legally outlawed in the last two slave states of Kentucky and Delaware, and the remaining 45,000 slaves are freed.December 21 The Kappa Alpha
Order is founded at Washington College, Lexington, Virginia.December 24 Jonathan Shank and Barry Ownby form the Ku Klux Klan in the American South, to resist Reconstruction and intimidate carpetbaggers and scalawags, as well as to repress the freedpeople.Francis Galton.A forest fire near Silverton, Oregon, destroys about one million acres
(4,000 km?2) of timber.The National Temperance Society and Publishing House is founded by James Black in the U.S.Nottingham Forest Football Club, an association football based in West Bridgford, Nottingham, England, is founded.January 5 Julio Garavito Armero, Colombian astronomer (d. 1920)January 9 Leo Ditrichstein, Austrian-born stage actor,
playwright (d. 1928)January 19 Valentin Serov, Russian portrait painter (d. 1911)January 20 Yvette Guilbert, French cabaret singer, actress (d. 1944)January 27 Nikolai Pokrovsky, Russian politician, last foreign minister of the Russian Empire (d. 1930)January 28Lala Lajpat Rai ("The Lion of Punjab"), a leader of the Indian independence movement (d.
1928)Kaarlo Juho Sthlberg, 1st President of Finland (d. 1952)[11]January 31 Henri Desgrange, French cycling enthusiast, founder of the Tour de France (d. 1940)February 4 Ernest Hanbury Hankin, English bacteriologist, naturalist (d. 1939)February 9 Beatrice Stella Tanner, later Mrs. Patrick Campbell, English theatre actress, producer (d.
1940)February 12Enrico Millo, Italian admiral and politician (d. 1930)[12]Kazimierz Tetmajer, Polish writer (d. 1940)February 17 Ernst Troeltsch, German theologian (d. 1923).February 19 Sven Hedin, Swedish scientist, explorer (d. 1952)February 21 John Haden Badley, English author, educator (d. 1967)February 28 Wilfred Grenfell, English
medical missionary to Newfoundland and Labrador (d. 1940)Elma DanielssonMarch 1 Elma Danielsson, Swedish socialist, journalist (d. 1936)March 10 Tan Sitong, Chinese reformist leader (d. 1898)March 15 Sui Sin Far, English-born writer (d. 1914)March 19 William Morton Wheeler, American entomologist (d. 1937)March 30 Heinrich Rubens,
German physicist (d. 1922)April Richard Rushall, British sea captain and businessman (d. 1953)April 1 Richard Adolf Zsigmondy, Austrian-born chemist, Nobel Prize laureate (d. 1929)April 2 Gyorche Petrov, Macedonian and Bulgarian revolutionary (d. 1921)April 6 Victory Bateman, American stage and screen actress (d. 1926)April 9Violet Nicolson,
English poet (d. 1904)Erich Ludendorff, German general (d. 1937)Charles Proteus Steinmetz, German-American engineer, electrician (d. 1923)April 14 Alfred Hoare Powell, English Arts and Crafts architect, and designer and painter of pottery (d. 1960)April 16 Harry Chauvel, Australian Army general (d. 1945)[13]April 18 Lenidas Plaza, 16th
President of Ecuador (d. 1932)April 26 Akseli Gallen-Kallela, Finnish artist (d. 1931)[14]April 28Vital Brazil, Brazilian physician, immunologist (d. 1950)Charles W. Woodworth, American entomologist (d. 1940)Pieter ZeemanKing George V of the United KingdomMay 2 Clyde Fitch, American dramatist (d. 1909)May 3 Martha M. Simpson, Australian
educationalist ((d. 1948)May 23 Epitcio Pessoa, 11th President of Brazil (d. 1942)May 25]John Mott, American YMCA leader, recipient of the Nobel Peace Prize (d. 1955)Pieter Zeeman, Dutch physicist, Nobel Prize laureate (d. 1943)May 26 Robert W. Chambers, American artist (d. 1933)June 2 George Lohmann, English cricketer (d. 1901)June 3
George V of the United Kingdom (d. 1936)June 9Albric Magnard, French composer (d. 1914)Carl Nielsen, Danish composer (d. 1931)June 13 W. B. Yeats, Irish writer, Nobel Prize laureate (d. 1939)June 19Alfred Hugenberg, German businessman, politician (d. 1951)May Whitty, British stage and screen actress (d. 1948)June 21 Otto Frank, German
physiologist (d. 1944)June 26 Bernard Berenson, American art historian (d. 1959)June 29 Shigechiyo Izumi, Japanese supercentenarian (d. 1986)Philipp ScheidemannJulia MarloweJuly 1 Granville Ryrie, Australian Army general, politician, and diplomat (d. 1937)[15]July 13 Grard Encausse, French occultist (d. 1916)July 15 Alfred Harmsworth, 1st
Viscount Northcliffe, Irish-born British publisher; founder of the Daily Mail and Daily Mirror (d.1922)July 23Max Heindel, Danish-born Christian occultist, astrologer, and mystic (d. 1919)Edward Terry Sanford, Associate Justice of the Supreme Court of the United States (d. 1930)July 26 Philipp Scheidemann, 11th Chancellor of Germany (d.
1939)August 2Irving Babbitt, American literary critic (d. 1933)John Radecki, Australian stained glass artist (d. 1955)August 10 Alexander Glazunov, Russian composer (d. 1936)August 15 Usui Mikao, Japanese founder of reiki (d. 1926)August 17 Julia Marlowe, English-born American stage actress (d. 1950)August 20 Bernard Tancred, South African
cricketer (d. 1911)August 22 Templar Saxe, British actor and singer (d. 1935)August 24 King Ferdinand I of Romania (d. 1927)August 27 James Henry Breasted, American Egyptologist (d. 1935)September 4 Maria Karowska, Polish Roman Catholic religious professed and blessed (d. 1935)September 11 Rainis, Latvian poet, playwright (d.
1929)September 13 William Birdwood, 1st Baron Birdwood, British field marshal (d. 1951)September 26 Mary Russell, Duchess of Bedford, English aviator, ornithologist (d. 1937)Charles W. ClarkHovhannes AbelianWarren G. HardingJean SibeliusRudyard KiplingOctober 1 Paul Dukas, French composer (d. 1935)October 9 Arthur Hayes-Sadler,
British admiral (d. 1952)October 10 Rafael Merry del Val, Spanish Roman Catholic Cardinal and Secretary of the Congregation of the Holy Office (d. 1930)October 12 Arthur Harden, English chemist, Nobel Prize laureate (d. 1940)October 15 Charles W. Clark, American baritone (d. 1925)October 16 Rudolph Lambart, 10th Earl of Cavan, British field
marshal (d. 1946)October 17 James Rudolph Garfield, U.S. politician (d. 1950)October 22Charles James Briggs, British general (d. 1941)Raymond Hitchcock, American actor (d. 1929)October 23 Hovhannes Abelian, Armenian actor (d. 1936)October 26 Benjamin Guggenheim, American businessman (d. 1912)October 27 Tinsley Lindley, English
footballer (d. 1940)November 2 Warren G. Harding, 29th President of the United States (d. 1923)November 11 Edwin Thanhouser, American actor, businessman, and film producer, founder of the Thanhouser Company (d. 1956)December 8Rdiger von der Goltz, German general (d. 1946)Jean Sibelius, Finnish composer (d. 1957)December 12 Edwyn
Alexander-Sinclair, British admiral (d. 1945)December 16 Olavo Bilac, Brazilian poet (d. 1918)December 19 Minnie Maddern Fiske, American stage actress (d. 1932)December 20 Elsie de Wolfe, American socialite, interior decorator (d. 1950)December 23Anna Farquhar Bergengren, American author and editor (unknown year of death)James M.
Canty, American educator, school administrator, and businessperson (d. 1964)[16]Albrecht, Duke of Wrttemberg, German field marshal (d. 1939)December 25Evangeline Booth, 4th General of The Salvation Army (d. 1950)Fay Templeton, American musical comedy star (d. 1939)December 28 Flix Vallotton, Swiss painter, printmaker (d.
1925)December 30 Rudyard Kipling, Indian-born English writer, Nobel Prize laureate (d. 1936)Ernest Hogan, African-American dancer, musician, and comedian (d. 1909)Habibullah Qurayshi, Bengali Islamic scholar and educationist (d. 1943)[17]Abraham LincolnJohn Wilkes BoothJanuary 14 Marie-Anne Libert, Belgian botanist (b. 1782)January 19
Pierre-Joseph Proudhon, French philosopher, anarchist (b. 1809)January 28 Felice Romani, Italian poet, librettist (b. 1788)February 6 Isabella Beeton, British cook, household management expert (b. 1836)[18]March 1 Anna Pavlovna of Russia, queen consort of the Netherlands (b. 1795)March 20 Yamanami Keisuke, Japanese samurai (b. 1833)March
30 Alexander Dukhnovich, Russian priest, writer and social activist (b. 1803April 1John Milton, Governor of Florida (b. 1807)Giuditta Pasta, Italian soprano (b. 1798)April 2 A. P. Hill, American Confederate general (b. 1825)April 13 Achille Valenciennes, French zoologist (b. 1794)April 15 Abraham Lincoln, 16th President of the United States (b.
1809)April 18 Lon Jean Marie Dufour, French medical doctor, naturalist (b. 1780)April 24 Nicholas Alexandrovich, Tsarevich of Russia (b. 1843)April 26 John Wilkes Booth, American actor, assassin of Abraham Lincoln (b. 1838)April 28 Sir Samuel Cunard, Canadian businessman, founder of the Cunard Line (b. 1787)May 5 Ben Hall, Australian
bushranger (b. 1837)May 10 William Armstrong, American lawyer, civil servant, politician, and businessperson (b. 1782)[19] Paul BogleHenry John TempleLeopold I of Belgium July Dimitris Plapoutas, Greek military leader (b. 1786)July 6 Princess Sophie of Sweden, Grand Duchess of Baden (b. 1801)July 7 The Lincoln assassination conspirators
(executed)Lewis Powell (b. 1844)David Herold (b. 1842)George Atzerodt (b. 1835)Mary Surratt (b. 1823)July 25 James Barry, British military surgeon (b. 1795)August 4 Percival Drayton, United States Navy officer (b. 1812)August 12 William Jackson Hooker, English botanist (b. 1785)August 13 Ignaz Semmelweis, Hungarian physician (b. 1818)August
16 Sir Frederick Stovin, British army general (b. 1783)August 27 Thomas Chandler Haliburton, Canadian author (b. 1796)August 29 Robert Remak, German embryologist, physiologist and neurologist (b. 1815)September 2 William Rowan Hamilton, Irish mathematician (b. 1805)September 10 Maria Silfvan, Finnish actor (b. 1802)September 25 Andrs
de Santa Cruz, Peruvian military officer, seventh President of Peru and President of Bolivia (b. 1792)October 16 Andrs Bello, Venezuelan poet, lawmaker, teacher, philosopher and sociologist (b. 1781)October 18 Henry John Temple, 3rd Viscount Palmerston, Prime Minister of the United Kingdom (b. 1784)October 24 Paul Bogle, Jamaican activist,
Baptist deacon and leader of the Morant Bay rebellion. (executed) (b. 1820)November 10 Henry Wirz, Swiss-born American Confederate military officer, prisoner-of-war camp commander (executed) (b. 1823)November 12 Elizabeth Gaskell, British novelist, biographer (b. 1810)November 28Jos Manuel Pareja, Spanish admiral (suicide) (b.
1813)William Machin Stairs, Canadian businessman, statesman (b. 1789)November 29 Isaac A. Van Amburgh, American animal trainer (b. 1811)December 6 Sebastin Iradier, Spanish composer (b. 1809)December 10 King Leopold I of Belgium (b. 1790)December 14 Johan Georg Forchhammer, Danish geologist (b. 1794)December 17 Luigi Ciacchi,
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of year 1700Storming of the Bastille, 14 July 1789, an iconic event of the French Revolution.Development of the Watt steam engine in the late 18th century was an important element in the Industrial Revolution in Europe.The American Revolutionary War took place in the late 18th century. The 18th century lasted from 1 January 1701 (represented by
the Roman numerals MDCCI) to 31 December 1800 (MDCCC). During the 18th century, elements of Enlightenment thinking culminated in the Atlantic Revolutions. Revolutions began to challenge the legitimacy of monarchical and aristocratic power structures. The Industrial Revolution began mid-century, leading to radical changes in human society
and the environment. The European colonization of the Americas and other parts of the world intensified and associated mass migrations of people grew in size as part of the Age of Sail. During the century, slave trading expanded across the shores of the Atlantic Ocean, while declining in Russia[1] and China.[2]Western historians have occasionally
defined the 18th century otherwise for the purposes of their work. For example, the "short" 18th century may be defined as 17151789, denoting the period of time between the death of Louis XIV of France and the start of the French Revolution, with an emphasis on directly interconnected events.[3][4] To historians who expand the century to include
larger historical movements, the "long" 18th century[5] may run from the Glorious Revolution of 1688 to the Battle of Waterloo in 1815[6] or even later.[7] France was the sole world superpower from 1659, after it defeated Spain, until 1815, when it was defeated by Britain and its coalitions following the Napoleonic Wars.In Europe, philosophers
ushered in the Age of Enlightenment. This period coincided with the French Revolution of 1789, and was later compromised by the excesses of the Reign of Terror. At first, many monarchies of Europe embraced Enlightenment ideals, but in the wake of the French Revolution they feared loss of power and formed broad coalitions to oppose the French
Republic in the French Revolutionary Wars. Various conflicts throughout the century, including the War of the Spanish Succession and the Seven Years' War, saw Great Britain triumph over its rivals to become the preeminent power in Europe. However, Britain's attempts to exert its authority over the Thirteen Colonies became a catalyst for the
American Revolution. The 18th century also marked the end of the PolishLithuanian Commonwealth as an independent state. Its semi-democratic government system was not robust enough to prevent partition by the neighboring states of Austria, Prussia, and Russia.In West Asia, Nader Shah led Persia in successful military campaigns. The Ottoman
Empire experienced a period of peace, taking no part in European wars from 1740 to 1768. As a result, the empire was not exposed to Europe's military improvements during the Seven Years' War. The Ottoman military consequently lagged behind and suffered several defeats against Russia in the second half of the century.In South Asia, the death of
Mughal emperor Aurangzeb was followed by the expansion of the Maratha Confederacy and an increasing level of European influence and control in the region. In 1739, Persian emperor Nader Shah invaded and plundered Delhi, the capital of the Mughal Empire. Later, his general Ahmad Shah Durrani scored another victory against the Marathas,
the then dominant power in India, in the Third Battle of Panipat in 1761.[8] By the middle of the century, the British East India Company began to conquer eastern India,[9][8] and by the end of the century, the Anglo-Mysore Wars against Tipu Sultan and his father Hyder Ali, led to Company rule over the south.[10][11]In East Asia, the century was
marked by theHigh Qing era, a period characterized by significant cultural and territorial expansion. This period also experienced relative peace and prosperity, allowing for societal growth, increasing literacy rates, flourishing trade, and consolidating imperial power across the vast Qing dynasty's territories. Conversely, the continual seclusion policy
of the Tokugawa shogunate also brought a peaceful era called Pax Tokugawa and experienced a flourishment of the arts as well as scientific knowledge and advancements, which were introduced to Japan through the Dutch port of Nagasaki. In Southeast Asia, the KonbaungAyutthaya Wars and the Ty Sn Wars broke out while the Dutch East India
Company established increasing levels of control over the Mataram Sultanate.In Africa, the Ethiopian Empire underwent the Zemene Mesafint, a period when the country was ruled by a class of regional noblemen and the emperor was merely a figurehead. The Atlantic slave trade also saw the continued involvement of states such as the Oyo Empire.
In Oceania, the European colonization of Australia and New Zealand began during the late half of the century. In the Americas, the United States declared its independence from Great Britain. In 1776, Thomas Jefferson wrote the Declaration of Independence. In 1789, George Washington was inaugurated as the first president. Benjamin Franklin
traveled to Europe where he was hailed as an inventor. Examples of his inventions include the lightning rod and bifocal glasses. Tpac Amaru II led an uprising that sought to end Spanish colonial rule in Peru.For a chronological guide, see Timeline of the 18th century.See also: Georgian eraMain articles: 1700s, 1710s, 1720s, 1730s, and 1740sEurope
at the beginning of the War of the Spanish Succession, 1700The Battle of Poltava in 1709 turned the Russian Empire into a European power.John Churchill, 1st Duke of Marlborough17001721: Great Northern War between the Russian and Swedish Empires.1701: Kingdom of Prussia declared under King Frederick 1.1701: The Battle of Feyiase marks
the rise of the Ashanti Empire.17011714: The War of the Spanish Succession is fought, involving most of continental Europe.[12]17021715: Camisard rebellion in France.1703: Saint Petersburg is founded by Peter the Great; it is the Russian capital until 1918.17031711: The Rkczi uprising against the Habsburg monarchy.1704: End of Japan's Genroku
period.1704: First Javanese War of Succession.[13]17061713: The War of the Spanish Succession: French troops defeated at the Battle of Ramillies and the Siege of Turin.1707: Death of Mughal Emperor Aurangzeb leads to the fragmentation of the Mughal Empire.1707: The Act of Union is passed, merging the Scottish and English Parliaments, thus
establishing the Kingdom of Great Britain.[14]1708: The Company of Merchants of London Trading into the East Indies and English Company Trading to the East Indies merge to form the United Company of Merchants of England Trading to the East Indies.17081709: Famine kills one-third of East Prussia's population.1709: Foundation of the Hotak
Empire.1709: The Great Frost of 1709 marks the coldest winter in 500 years, contributing to the defeat of Sweden at Poltava.1710: The world's first copyright legislation, Britain's Statute of Anne, takes effect.17101711: Ottoman Empire fights Russia in the Russo-Turkish War and regains Azov.1711: Bukhara Khanate dissolves as local begs seize
power.17111715: Tuscarora War between British, Dutch, and German settlers and the Tuscarora people of North Carolina.1713: The Kangxi Emperor acknowledges the full recovery of the Chinese economy since its apex during the Ming.1714: In Amsterdam, Daniel Gabriel Fahrenheit invents the mercury-in-glass thermometer, which remains the
most reliable and accurate thermometer until the electronic era.1715: The first Jacobite rising breaks out; the British halt the Jacobite advance at the Battle of Sheriffmuir; Battle of Preston.1716: Establishment of the Sikh Confederacy along the present-day India-Pakistan border.17161718: Austro-Venetian-Turkish War.1718: The city of New Orleans
is founded by the French in North America.17181720: War of the Quadruple Alliance with Spain versus France, Britain, Austria, and the Netherlands.17181730: Tulip period of the Ottoman Empire.1719: Second Javanese War of Succession.[15]1720: The South Sea Bubble.17201721: The Great Plague of Marseille.1720: Qing forces oust Dzungar
invaders from Tibet.1721: The Treaty of Nystad is signed, ending the Great Northern War.1721: Sack of Shamakhi, massacre of its Shia population by Sunni Lezgins.1722: Siege of Isfahan results in the handover of Iran to the Hotaki Afghans.17221723: Russo-Persian War.17221725: Controversy over William Wood's halfpence leads to the Drapier's
Letters and begins the Irish economic independence from England movement.Mughal emperor Muhammad Shah with the Persian invader Nader Shah.1723: Slavery is abolished in Russia; Peter the Great converts household slaves into house serfs.[16]17231730: The "Great Disaster”, an invasion of Kazakh territories by the Dzungars.17231732: The
Qing and the Dzungars fight a series of wars across Qinghai, Dzungaria, and Outer Mongolia, with inconclusive results.1724: Daniel Gabriel Fahrenheit proposes the Fahrenheit temperature scale.1725: Austro-Spanish alliance revived. Russia joins in 1726.17271729: Anglo-Spanish War ends inconclusively.1730: Mahmud I takes over Ottoman Empire
after the Patrona Halil revolt, ending the Tulip period.17301760: The First Great Awakening takes place in Great Britain and North America.17321734: Crimean Tatar raids into Russia.[17]17331738: War of the Polish Succession.Qianlong Emperor17351739: Austro-Russo-Turkish War.17351799: The Qianlong Emperor of China oversees a huge
expansion in territory.17381756: Famine across the Sahel; half the population of Timbuktu dies.[18]17371738: Hotak Empire ends after the siege of Kandahar by Nader Shah.1739: Great Britain and Spain fight the War of Jenkins' Ear in the Caribbean.1739: Nader Shah defeats a pan-Indian army of 300,000 at the Battle of Karnal. Taxation is stopped
in Iran for three years.17391740: Nader Shah's Sindh expedition.1740: George Whitefield brings the First Great Awakening to New England17401741: Famine in Ireland kills 20 percent of the population.17411743: Iran invades Uzbekistan, Khwarazm, Dagestan, and Oman.17411751: Maratha invasions of Bengal.17401748: War of the Austrian
Succession.1742: Marvel's Mill, the first water-powered cotton mill, begins operation in England.[19]1742: Anders Celsius proposes an inverted form of the centigrade temperature, which is later renamed Celsius in his honor.1742: Premiere of George Frideric Handel's Messiah.17431746: Another Ottoman-Persian War involves 375,000 men but
ultimately ends in a stalemate.The extinction of the Scottish clan system came with the defeat of the clansmen at the Battle of Culloden in 1746.[20]1744: The First Saudi State is founded by Mohammed Ibn Saud.[21]1744: Battle of Toulon is fought off the coast of France.17441748: The First Carnatic War is fought between the British, the French, the
Marathas, and Mysore in India.1745: Second Jacobite rising is begun by Charles Edward Stuart in Scotland.1747: The Durrani Empire is founded by Ahmad Shah Durrani.1748: The Treaty of Aix-La-Chapelle ends the War of the Austrian Succession and First Carnatic War.17481754: The Second Carnatic War is fought between the British, the French,
the Marathas, and Mysore in India.1750: Peak of the Little Ice Age.Main articles: 1750s, 1760s, 1770s, 1780s, 1790s, and 1800s1752: The British Empire adopts the Gregorian Calendar, skipping 11 days from 3 September to 13 September. On the calendar, 2 September is followed directly by 14 September.1754: The Treaty of Pondicherry ends the
Second Carnatic War and recognizes Muhammed Ali Khan Wallajah as Nawab of the Carnatic.1754: King's College is founded by a royal charter of George II of Great Britain.[22]17541763: The French and Indian War, the North American chapter of the Seven Years' War, is fought in colonial North America, mostly by the French and their allies
against the English and their allies.1755: The great Lisbon earthquake destroys most of Portugal's capital and kills up to 100,000.1755: The Dzungar genocide depopulates much of northern Xinjiang, allowing for Han, Uyghur, Khalkha Mongol, and Manchu colonization.17551763: The Great Upheaval forces transfer of the French Acadian population
from Nova Scotia and New Brunswick.17561763: The Seven Years' War is fought among European powers in various theaters around the world.17561763: The Third Carnatic War is fought between the British, the French, and Mysore in India.1757: British conquest of Bengal.Catherine the Great, Empress of Russia.1760: George III becomes King of
Britain.1761: Maratha Empire defeated at Battle of Panipat.17621796: Reign of Catherine the Great of Russia.1763: The Treaty of Paris ends the Seven Years' War and Third Carnatic War.1764: Dahomey and the Oyo Empire defeat the Ashanti army at the Battle of Atakpam.1764: The Mughals are defeated at the Battle of Buxar.1765: The Stamp Act
is introduced into the American colonies by the British Parliament.17651767: The Burmese invade Thailand and utterly destroy Attuthaya.17651769: Burma under Hsinbyushin repels four invasions from Qing China, securing hegemony over the Shan states.1766: Christian VII becomes king of Denmark. He was king of Denmark to 1808.17661799:
Anglo-Mysore Wars.1767: Taksin expels Burmese invaders and reunites Thailand under an authoritarian regime.17681772: War of the Bar Confederation.17681774: Russo-Turkish War.1769: Spanish missionaries establish the first of 21 missions in California.17691770: James Cook explores and maps New Zealand and Australia.17691773: The Bengal
famine of 1770 kills one-third of the Bengal population.1769: The French East India Company dissolves, only to be revived in 1785.1769: French expeditions capture clove plants in Ambon, ending the Dutch East India Company's (VOC) monopoly of the plant.[23]17701771: Famine in Czech lands kills hundreds of thousands.1771: The Plague Riot in
Moscow.1771: The Kalmyk Khanate dissolves as the territory becomes colonized by Russians. More than a hundred thousand Kalmyks migrate back to Qing Dzungaria.1772: Gustav III of Sweden stages a coup d'tat, becoming almost an absolute monarch.Encyclopdie, ou dictionnaire raisonn des sciences, des arts et des mtiers17721779: Maratha
Empire fights Britain and Raghunathrao's forces during the First Anglo-Maratha War.17721795: The Partitions of Poland end the PolishLithuanian Commonwealth and erase Poland from the map for 123 years.17731775: Pugachev's Rebellion, the largest peasant revolt in Russian history.1773: East India Company starts operations in Bengal to
smuggle opium into China.1775: Russia imposes a reduction in autonomy on the Zaporizhian Cossacks of Ukraine.17751782: First Anglo-Maratha War.17751783: American Revolutionary War.1776: Several kongsi republics are founded by Chinese settlers in the island of Borneo. They are some of the first democracies in Asia.17761777: A Spanish-
Portuguese War occurs over land in the South American frontiers.1776: Illuminati founded by Adam Weishaupt.1776: The United States Declaration of Independence is adopted by the Second Continental Congress in Philadelphia.1776: Adam Smith publishes The Wealth of Nations.1778: James Cook becomes the first European to land on the Hawaiian
Islands.1778: Franco-American alliance signed.1778: Spain acquires its first permanent holding in Africa from the Portuguese, which is administered by the newly-established La Plata Viceroyalty.1778: Vietnam is reunified for the first time in 200 years by the Tay Son brothers. The Ty Sn dynasty has been established, terminating the L
dynasty.17791879: Xhosa Wars between British and Boer settlers and the Xhosas in the South African Republic.17791783: Britain loses several islands and colonial outposts all over the world to the combined Franco-Spanish navy.1779: Iran enters yet another period of conflict and civil war after the prosperous reign of Karim Khan Zand.1780:
Outbreak of the indigenous rebellion against Spanish colonization led by Tpac Amaru II in Peru.1781: The city of Los Angeles is founded by Spanish settlers.George Washington17811785: Serfdom is abolished in the Austrian monarchy (first step; second step in 1848).1782: The Thonburi Kingdom of Thailand is dissolved after a palace coup.1783: The
Treaty of Paris formally ends the American Revolutionary War.1783: Russian annexation of Crimea.17851791: Imam Sheikh Mansur, a Chechen warrior and Muslim mystic, leads a coalition of Muslim Caucasian tribes from throughout the Caucasus in a holy war against Russian settlers and military bases in the Caucasus, as well as against local
traditionalists, who followed the traditional customs and common law (Adat) rather than the theocratic Sharia.[24]17851795: The Northwest Indian War is fought between the United States and Native Americans.17851787: The MarathaMysore Wars concludes with an exchange of territories in the Deccan.17861787: Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart
premieres The Marriage of Figaro and Don Giovanni.1787: The Tuareg occupy Timbuktu until the 19th century.17871792: Russo-Turkish War.1788: First Fleet arrives in Australial 7881790: Russo-Swedish War (17881790).1788: Dutch Geert Adriaans Boomgaard (17881899) would become the first generally accepted validated case of a
supercentenarian on record.[25][26]Declaration of the Rights of Man and of the Citizen17881789: A Qing attempt to reinstall an exiled Vietnamese king in northern Vietnam ends in disaster.1789: George Washington is elected the first President of the United States; he serves until 1797.1789: Quang Trung defeats the Qing army.17891799: French
Revolution.1789: The Lige Revolution.1789: The Brabant Revolution.1789: The Inconfidncia Mineira, an unsuccessful separatist movement in central Brazil led by Tiradentes1791: Suppression of the Lige Revolution by Austrian forces and re-establishment of the Prince-Bishopric of Lige.17911795: George Vancouver explores the world during the
Vancouver Expedition.17911804: The Haitian Revolution.1791: Mozart premieres The Magic Flute.17921802: The French Revolutionary Wars lead into the Napoleonic Wars, which last from 18031815.1792: The New York Stock & Exchange Board is founded.1792: PolishRussian War of 1792.1792: Margaret Ann Neve (17921903) would become the
first recorded female supercentenarian to reach the age of 110.[27][28]1793: Upper Canada bans slavery.1793: The largest yellow fever epidemic in American history kills as many as 5,000 people in Philadelphia, roughly 10% of the population.[29]17931796: Revolt in the Vende against the French Republic at the time of the Revolution.17941816: The
Hawkesbury and Nepean Wars, which were a series of incidents between settlers and New South Wales Corps and the Aboriginal Australian clans of the Hawkesbury river in Sydney, Australia.1795: The Marseillaise is officially adopted as the French national anthem.Napoleon at the Bridge of the Arcole1795: The Battle of Nuuanu in the final days of
King Kamehameha I's wars to unify the Hawaiian Islands.17951796: Iran invades and devastates Georgia, prompting Russia to intervene and march on Tehran.1796: Edward Jenner administers the first smallpox vaccination; smallpox killed an estimated 400,000 Europeans each year during the 18th century, including five reigning monarchs.[30]1796:
War of the First Coalition: The Battle of Montenotte marks Napoleon Bonaparte's first victory as an army commander.1796: The British eject the Dutch from Ceylon and South Africa.17961804: The White Lotus Rebellion against the Manchu dynasty in China.1797: John Adams is elected the second President of the United States; he serves until
1801.1798: The Irish Rebellion fails to overthrow British rule in Ireland.17981800: The Quasi-War is fought between the United States and France.1799: Dutch East India Company is dissolved.1799: Austro-Russian forces under Alexander Suvorov liberates much of Italy and Switzerland from French occupation.1799: Coup of 18 Brumaire - Napoleon's
coup d'etat brings the end of the French Revolution.1799: Death of the Qianlong Emperor after 60 years of rule over China. His favorite official, Heshen, is ordered to commit suicide.1800: On 1 January, the bankrupt VOC is formally dissolved and the nationalized Dutch East Indies are established.[31]Main articles: Timeline of historic inventions 18th



century, and Timeline of scientific discoveries 18th centuryThe spinning jenny1709: The first piano was built by Bartolomeo Cristoforil711: Tuning fork was invented by John Shorel712: Steam engine invented by Thomas Newcomen1714: Mercury thermometer by Daniel Gabriel Fahrenheit1717: Diving bell was successfully tested by Edmond Halley,
sustainable to a depth of 55ftc. 1730: Octant navigational tool was developed by John Hadley in England, and Thomas Godfrey in Americal733: Flying shuttle invented by John Kay1736: Europeans encountered rubber the discovery was made by Charles Marie de La Condamine while on expedition in South America. It was named in 1770 by Joseph
Priestleyc. 1740: Modern steel was developed by Benjamin Huntsman1741: Vitus Bering discovers Alaskal745: Leyden jar invented by Ewald Georg von Kleist was the first electrical capacitor1751: Jacques de Vaucanson perfects the first precision lathe1752: Lightning rod invented by Benjamin Franklin1753: The first clock to be built in the New
World (North America) was invented by Benjamin Banneker.1755: The tallest wooden Bodhisattva statue in the world is erected at Puning Temple, Chengde, China.1764: Spinning jenny created by James Hargreaves brought on the Industrial Revolution1765: James Watt enhances Newcomen's steam engine, allowing new steel technologies1761: The
problem of longitude was finally resolved by the fourth chronometer of John Harrison1763: Thomas Bayes publishes first version of Bayes' theorem, paving the way for Bayesian probability17681779: James Cook mapped the boundaries of the Pacific Ocean and discovered many Pacific Islands1774: Joseph Priestley discovers "dephlogisticated air",
oxygenThe Chinese Putuo Zongcheng Temple of Chengde, completed in 1771, during the reign of the Qianlong Emperor.1775: Joseph Priestley's first synthesis of "phlogisticated nitrous air", nitrous oxide, "laughing gas"1776: First improved steam engines installed by James Watt1776: Steamboat invented by Claude de Jouffroy1777: Circular saw
invented by Samuel Miller1779: Photosynthesis was first discovered by Jan Ingenhousz1781: William Herschel announces discovery of Uranus1784: Bifocals invented by Benjamin Franklin1784: Argand lamp invented by Aim Argand[32]1785: Power loom invented by Edmund Cartwright1785: Automatic flour mill invented by Oliver Evans1786:
Threshing machine invented by Andrew Meikle1787: Jacques Charles discovers Charles's law1789: Antoine Lavoisier discovers the law of conservation of mass, the basis for chemistry, and begins modern chemistry1798: Edward Jenner publishes a treatise about smallpox vaccination1798: The Lithographic printing process invented by Alois
Senefelder[33]1799: Rosetta Stone discovered by Napoleon's troopsMain articles: 18th century in literature and 18th century in philosophy1703: The Love Suicides at Sonezaki by Chikamatsu first performed17041717: One Thousand and One Nights translated into French by Antoine Galland. The work becomes immensely popular throughout
Europe.1704: A Tale of a Tub by Jonathan Swift first published1712: The Rape of the Lock by Alexander Pope (publication of first version)1719: Robinson Crusoe by Daniel Defoel725: The New Science by Giambattista Vicol726: Gulliver's Travels by Jonathan Swift1728: The Dunciad by Alexander Pope (publication of first version)1744: A Little Pretty
Pocket-Book becomes one of the first books marketed for children1748: Chushingura (The Treasury of Loyal Retainers), popular Japanese puppet play, composed1748: Clarissa; or, The History of a Young Lady by Samuel Richardson1749: The History of Tom Jones, a Foundling by Henry Fielding1751: Elegy Written in a Country Churchyard by Thomas
Gray published17511785: The French Encyclopdiel755: A Dictionary of the English Language by Samuel Johnson1758: Arithmetika Horvatzka by Mihalj ilobod Boli1759: Candide by Voltaire1759: The Theory of Moral Sentiments by Adam Smith17591767: Tristram Shandy by Laurence Sternel762: Emile: or, On Education by Jean-Jacques
Rousseaul762: The Social Contract, Or Principles of Political Right by Jean-Jacques Rousseaul774: The Sorrows of Young Werther by Goethe first published1776: Ugetsu Monogatari (Tales of Moonlight and Rain) by Ueda Akinaril776: The Wealth of Nations, foundation of the modern theory of economy, was published by Adam Smith17761789: The
History of the Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire was published by Edward Gibbon1779: Amazing Grace published by John Newton17791782: Lives of the Most Eminent English Poets by Samuel Johnson1781: Critique of Pure Reason by Immanuel Kant (publication of first edition)1781: The Robbers by Friedrich Schiller first published1782: Les
Liaisons dangereuses by Pierre Choderlos de Laclos1786: Poems, Chiefly in the Scottish Dialect by Robert Burns17871788: The Federalist Papers by Alexander Hamilton, James Madison, and John Jay1788: Critique of Practical Reason by Immanuel Kant1789: Songs of Innocence by William Blake1789: The Interesting Narrative of the Life of Olaudah
Equiano by Olaudah Equiano1790: Journey from St. Petersburg to Moscow by Alexander Radishchev1790: Reflections on the Revolution in France by Edmund Burke1791: Rights of Man by Thomas Painel1792: A Vindication of the Rights of Woman by Mary Wollstonecraft1794: Songs of Experience by William Blake1798: Lyrical Ballads by William
Wordsworth and Samuel Taylor Coleridge1798: An Essay on the Principle of Population published by Thomas Malthus(mid18th century): The Dream of the Red Chamber (authorship attributed to Cao Xuedin), one of the most famous Chinese novels1711: Rinaldo, Handel's first opera for the London stage, premiered1721: Brandenburg Concertos by
J.S. Bach1723: The Four Seasons, violin concertos by Antonio Vivaldi, composed1724: St John Passion by J.S. Bach1727: St Matthew Passion composed by J.S. Bach1727: Zadok the Priest is composed by Handel for the coronation of George II of Great Britain. It has been performed at every subsequent British coronation.1733: Hippolyte et Aricie, first
opera by Jean-Philippe Rameaul741: Goldberg Variations for harpsichord published by Bach1742: Messiah, oratorio by Handel premiered in Dublin1749: Mass in B minor by J.S. Bach assembled in current form1751: The Art of Fugue by J.S. Bach1762: Orfeo ed Euridice, first "reform opera" by Gluck, performed in Viennal786: The Marriage of Figaro,
opera by Mozart1787: Don Giovanni, opera by Mozart1788: Jupiter Symphony (Symphony No. 41) composed by Mozart1791: The Magic Flute, opera by Mozart17911795: London symphonies by Haydn1798: The Pathtique, piano sonata by Beethoven1798: The Creation, oratorio by Haydn first performed”™ Volkov, Sergey. Concise History of Imperial
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inventions have marked a shift in the entire worlds development. As such in order to land on the following list each item would have had to introduce new concepts that billions of people interact with everyday. The 5 inventions that have changed human history are the following: The Printing PressThe TelephoneThe Analytical EngineThe BatteryThe
Steam Engine Each of these inventions are important because without them our modern world would look completely different. Under each of the following sections is a further reading section that outlines the invention in more detail if you would like to learn about its importance and inventor. Here at The History Ace I strive to publish the best
history articles on the internet. If at the end of this article you enjoyed it feel free to subscribe to the free newsletter and share around the internet. Without further ado, here are the 5 most important inventions in human history. In 15th century Europe an invention was about to be unveiled that would forever change human history; the printing
press. The printing press was invented sometime around 1440 AD by German Goldsmith Johannes Gutenberg. By applying gold die molding techniques to letters Gutenberg would create a way for books to be mass produced in a fast manner. This forever changed human history as it allowed information to spread outside of the European church which
up until the 15th century held a monopoly over all knowledge production. The printing press changed human history through 2 distinctive ways. First, the printing press allowed knowledge production in Europe to happen outside the Catholic Church. Before the printing press was invented the only way for a book to be published was by having it hand
copied by armies of Monks in the church. When the printing press was invented it allowed books to now be rapidly produced across the world. Second, before the invention of the printing press all books were written in the high language of Latin. This made reading them extraordinarily difficult and only those with several years of experience could
effectively read and translate the books. The printing press allowed books to be mass translated into other languages. Now people can easily write and read books in their native languages. As a result of this the printing press remains one of the most important inventions in human history. One of the most important inventions in human history was
introduced during the 19th century in the United States. This was the invention of the telephone and it forever changed how the world works. The inventor of the telephone was a man named Alexander Graham Bell. Bell from an early age would spend countless hours taking apart and rebuilding things to discover how they work. This curiosity would
serve him his entire life. In 1876 Graham applied for and received the patent for the Telephone. At this point in society most of the world communicated through telegraph lines or by mail. Most people did not see the importance of the telephone at first. However the telephone would forever change human history through 3 distinct ways. First, the
telephone allowed for near instant communication on business ideas. A letter would take several weeks to get to a destination which made conducting business slow and cumbersome. The telephone allowed merchants and business owners to interchange ideas and concepts faster than ever before. Second, the telephone allowed for a faster spread of
national identity. Before the invention of the telephone people had to communicate ideals and politics through letters which had to be physically delivered. In the harsher frontier lands of the world these ideas could not be received. Telephones would allow this to forever change. It is not coincidence that the rise of the telephone coincided with the
rise of nation states. Third, the invention of the telephone forever changed human history by allowing efficient markets to develop. Before the telephone prices on stocks and goods would have a delay of several hours at the fastest. The telephone allowed investors and merchants to be able to efficiently price goods and create an incredibly efficient
market. To this day the telephone continues to shape our world and history. As such it firmly lands on this list of the top 5 most important inventions that forever changed human history. One of the most important inventions in human history was introduced by an English mathematician named Charles Babbage who understood the limits of Human
mathematical ability. Charles Babbage would develop the worlds first modern computer. He named this device the Analytical Engine. Babbage knew that humans could only process very basic levels of mathematics. He would spend hours performing calculations and needed a way to speed up the process. Working with engineers this Victorian man
created the worlds first modern computer. This machine came with a computer processor, computer memory, and the ability to perform advanced calculations in loops. All modern computers have stemmed from this one machine. Babbages Analytical Engine was designed to be able to take a series of numbers and perform a series of calculations upon
them. Babbage would use this machine to speed up his own calculation times. Today all modern computers use the three components of the Analytical Engine; the processor, memory, and computation loops. Because of this invention the world would begin to develop computers. Its amazing that such an advanced machine was built shortly after the
American and French Revolutions. As such the Analytical Engine lands on this list of the top 5 most important inventions in human history. One of the most important inventions in human history came about in Italy in the late 18th and early 19th centuries; this was the invention of the battery. Two Italian inventors named Alessandro Volta and Luigi
Galvani created the first modern battery in 1800. For the first time in human history people could now capture energy and store it for later use. This was a monumental accomplishment. The concept of storing energy in a battery was not a new concept. We have evidence that inventors have been experimenting with energizing liquids and solids to
store energy since the ancient Greeks. However, these ancient inventions would fail as they could not hold an electrical charge long enough to make the battery useful. Volta and Galvani changed this by creating a device which could store energy for an extended period of time. This forever changed human history by giving humanity the ability to
store excess energy for long periods of time. Now inventors could begin to experiment with large scale machinery powered by excess energy which was stored by using battery technology. The Battery directly led to a revolution in machinery and factory production that today we call the Industrial Revolution. As such the invention of the battery
remains one of the most important inventions in human history. Easily one of the most important inventions in human history is the steam engine. The concept of a steam powered device was not new during the modern era. The ancient Romans and Greeks had been experimenting with steam as a source of power nearly 1,500 years before the Steam
Engine was formally invented. However, the one limiting factor of these early steam engines was the fuel needed to run it. This would change during the 18th and 19th century in England when large amounts of coal deposits were discovered near the surface across the British Isles. Coal was a better fuel source for steam power because of its higher
burning temperature. Previously wood was the primary fuel source across Europe, however as the population grew the European forests started to decline. Coal presented a new fuel source that was easily mined. Now it was cost effective to create steam powered engines that could produce massive amounts of energy easily. As such in 1776 James
Watt patented the worlds first modern steam engine. Over the next 40 years steam power came to dominate the worlds energy generation and would jumpstart the Industrial Revolution. Without the steam engine its doubtful that the world and human history would look the same as it does today. As such the steam engine lands firmly on this list of the
top 5 most important inventions in human history. There you have it; an entire article dedicated to the top 5 most important inventions in human history. Several other inventions could have been included on this list. However, the reason that only 5 made the list is because today nearly everyone around the world interacts with them on a daily basis.
Without these inventions the world would look considerably different. Here at The History Ace I strive to publish the best history articles on the internet. If you enjoyed this article then consider subscribing to the free newsletter and sharing around the internet. Further, you can check out some of the other articles below. Here is how the American
Revolution changed the world. Many people are not aware of just how important this event actually was.Read More Why did the Roman people love chariot racing? Well it all comes down to these 3 reasons.Read More What was the design and color of Roman Chariots? Were they faster or slower then normal chariots? Well here is everything!Read
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letters Gutenberg would create a way for books to be mass produced in a fast manner. This forever changed human history as it allowed information to spread outside of the European church which up until the 15th century held a monopoly over all knowledge production. The printing press changed human history through 2 distinctive ways. First, the
printing press allowed knowledge production in Europe to happen outside the Catholic Church. Before the printing press was invented the only way for a book to be published was by having it hand copied by armies of Monks in the church. When the printing press was invented it allowed books to now be rapidly produced across the world. Second,
before the invention of the printing press all books were written in the high language of Latin. This made reading them extraordinarily difficult and only those with several years of experience could effectively read and translate the books. The printing press allowed books to be mass translated into other languages. Now people can easily write and
read books in their native languages. As a result of this the printing press remains one of the most important inventions in human history. One of the most important inventions in human history was introduced during the 19th century in the United States. This was the invention of the telephone and it forever changed how the world works. The
inventor of the telephone was a man named Alexander Graham Bell. Bell from an early age would spend countless hours taking apart and rebuilding things to discover how they work. This curiosity would serve him his entire life. In 1876 Graham applied for and received the patent for the Telephone. At this point in society most of the world
communicated through telegraph lines or by mail. Most people did not see the importance of the telephone at first. However the telephone would forever change human history through 3 distinct ways. First, the telephone allowed for near instant communication on business ideas. A letter would take several weeks to get to a destination which made
conducting business slow and cumbersome. The telephone allowed merchants and business owners to interchange ideas and concepts faster than ever before. Second, the telephone allowed for a faster spread of national identity. Before the invention of the telephone people had to communicate ideals and politics through letters which had to be
physically delivered. In the harsher frontier lands of the world these ideas could not be received. Telephones would allow this to forever change. It is not coincidence that the rise of the telephone coincided with the rise of nation states. Third, the invention of the telephone forever changed human history by allowing efficient markets to develop.
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important inventions that forever changed human history. One of the most important inventions in human history was introduced by an English mathematician named Charles Babbage who understood the limits of Human mathematical ability. Charles Babbage would develop the worlds first modern computer. He named this device the Analytical
Engine. Babbage knew that humans could only process very basic levels of mathematics. He would spend hours performing calculations and needed a way to speed up the process. Working with engineers this Victorian man created the worlds first modern computer. This machine came with a computer processor, computer memory, and the ability to
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store it for later use. This was a monumental accomplishment. The concept of storing energy in a battery was not a new concept. We have evidence that inventors have been experimenting with energizing liquids and solids to store energy since the ancient Greeks. However, these ancient inventions would fail as they could not hold an electrical charge
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would change during the 18th and 19th century in England when large amounts of coal deposits were discovered near the surface across the British Isles. Coal was a better fuel source for steam power because of its higher burning temperature. Previously wood was the primary fuel source across Europe, however as the population grew the European
forests started to decline. Coal presented a new fuel source that was easily mined. Now it was cost effective to create steam powered engines that could produce massive amounts of energy easily. As such in 1776 James Watt patented the worlds first modern steam engine. Over the next 40 years steam power came to dominate the worlds energy
generation and would jumpstart the Industrial Revolution. Without the steam engine its doubtful that the world and human history would look the same as it does today. As such the steam engine lands firmly on this list of the top 5 most important inventions in human history. There you have it; an entire article dedicated to the top 5 most important
inventions in human history. Several other inventions could have been included on this list. However, the reason that only 5 made the list is because today nearly everyone around the world interacts with them on a daily basis. Without these inventions the world would look considerably different. Here at The History Ace I strive to publish the best
history articles on the internet. If you enjoyed this article then consider subscribing to the free newsletter and sharing around the internet. Further, you can check out some of the other articles below. Here is how the American Revolution changed the world. Many people are not aware of just how important this event actually was.Read More Why did
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about to be unveiled that would forever change human history; the printing press. The printing press was invented sometime around 1440 AD by German Goldsmith Johannes Gutenberg. By applying gold die molding techniques to letters Gutenberg would create a way for books to be mass produced in a fast manner. This forever changed human
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press was invented the only way for a book to be published was by having it hand copied by armies of Monks in the church. When the printing press was invented it allowed books to now be rapidly produced across the world. Second, before the invention of the printing press all books were written in the high language of Latin. This made reading
them extraordinarily difficult and only those with several years of experience could effectively read and translate the books. The printing press allowed books to be mass translated into other languages. Now people can easily write and read books in their native languages. As a result of this the printing press remains one of the most important
inventions in human history. One of the most important inventions in human history was introduced during the 19th century in the United States. This was the invention of the telephone and it forever changed how the world works. The inventor of the telephone was a man named Alexander Graham Bell. Bell from an early age would spend countless
hours taking apart and rebuilding things to discover how they work. This curiosity would serve him his entire life. In 1876 Graham applied for and received the patent for the Telephone. At this point in society most of the world communicated through telegraph lines or by mail. Most people did not see the importance of the telephone at first. However
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designed to be able to take a series of numbers and perform a series of calculations upon them. Babbage would use this machine to speed up his own calculation times. Today all modern computers use the three components of the Analytical Engine; the processor, memory, and computation loops. Because of this invention the world would begin to
develop computers. Its amazing that such an advanced machine was built shortly after the American and French Revolutions. As such the Analytical Engine lands on this list of the top 5 most important inventions in human history. One of the most important inventions in human history came about in Italy in the late 18th and early 19th centuries; this
was the invention of the battery. Two Italian inventors named Alessandro Volta and Luigi Galvani created the first modern battery in 1800. For the first time in human history people could now capture energy and store it for later use. This was a monumental accomplishment. The concept of storing energy in a battery was not a new concept. We have
evidence that inventors have been experimenting with energizing liquids and solids to store energy since the ancient Greeks. However, these ancient inventions would fail as they could not hold an electrical charge long enough to make the battery useful. Volta and Galvani changed this by creating a device which could store energy for an extended
period of time. This forever changed human history by giving humanity the ability to store excess energy for long periods of time. Now inventors could begin to experiment with large scale machinery powered by excess energy which was stored by using battery technology. The Battery directly led to a revolution in machinery and factory production
that today we call the Industrial Revolution. As such the invention of the battery remains one of the most important inventions in human history. Easily one of the most important inventions in human history is the steam engine. The concept of a steam powered device was not new during the modern era. The ancient Romans and Greeks had been
experimenting with steam as a source of power nearly 1,500 years before the Steam Engine was formally invented. However, the one limiting factor of these early steam engines was the fuel needed to run it. This would change during the 18th and 19th century in England when large amounts of coal deposits were discovered near the surface across
the British Isles. Coal was a better fuel source for steam power because of its higher burning temperature. Previously wood was the primary fuel source across Europe, however as the population grew the European forests started to decline. Coal presented a new fuel source that was easily mined. Now it was cost effective to create steam powered
engines that could produce massive amounts of energy easily. As such in 1776 James Watt patented the worlds first modern steam engine. Over the next 40 years steam power came to dominate the worlds energy generation and would jumpstart the Industrial Revolution. Without the steam engine its doubtful that the world and human history would
look the same as it does today. As such the steam engine lands firmly on this list of the top 5 most important inventions in human history. There you have it; an entire article dedicated to the top 5 most important inventions in human history. Several other inventions could have been included on this list. However, the reason that only 5 made the list is
because today nearly everyone around the world interacts with them on a daily basis. Without these inventions the world would look considerably different. Here at The History Ace I strive to publish the best history articles on the internet. If you enjoyed this article then consider subscribing to the free newsletter and sharing around the internet.
Further, you can check out some of the other articles below. Here is how the American Revolution changed the world. Many people are not aware of just how important this event actually was.Read More Why did the Roman people love chariot racing? Well it all comes down to these 3 reasons.Read More What was the design and color of Roman
Chariots? Were they faster or slower then normal chariots? Well here is everything!Read More Sincerely, Nick The journey of early human history is marked by several pivotal developments that fundamentally shaped the trajectory of human societies and their interaction with the environment.Among these, five stand out as especially significant: the
development of language, the invention of agriculture, the creation of the wheel, the discovery of fire, and the formation of written language.Each of these developments represents a revolutionary step forward in human capability, social organization, and the ability to manipulate and understand the world.Development of LanguageThe emergence of
complex language is arguably the most transformative development in human history. Language allowed early humans to communicate nuanced ideas, emotions, and plans, facilitating cooperation on a scale previously unimaginable. It is the foundation of social structure, cultural identity, and collective learning.The exact timeline for the development
of language remains unclear, but it is believed to have evolved gradually, with a significant leap occurring between 50,000 to 100,000 years ago. This leap in linguistic capability likely played a crucial role in the migration and success of Homo sapiens across the globe.Language enabled the transmission of knowledge across generations, accelerating
the pace of innovation and allowing for the creation of more complex societies. It is the bedrock upon which all other human developments stand, making it a cornerstone of our collective evolution. Invention of AgricultureAround 10,000 years ago, the Neolithic Revolution marked the transition from nomadic hunter-gatherer societies to settled
agricultural communities. This shift to farming and animal domestication allowed for the production of surplus food, which in turn supported larger population densities and the development of cities. Agriculture fundamentally changed human relationships with the environment, leading to the first complex societies and the basis for civilization as we
know it.The invention of agriculture also led to the development of social hierarchies, specialized labor, and trade. It set the stage for the next major advancements in human society, including the development of writing, governance structures, and advanced technologies.Undoubtedly, the development of agriculture laid the foundation for all
subsequent human advancements, from the rise of civilizations to the technological marvels of the modern world.Why Agriculture is generally considered the most important development in early human historyDiscovery of FireThe mastery of fire by early humans, dating back at least 400,000 years ago, was a turning point in human evolution. Fire
provided warmth, protection from predators, and a new way to prepare food, making previously inedible substances nutritious and expanding the early human diet. This development had significant implications for human nutrition, health, and migration patterns, as it allowed humans to inhabit colder regions and adapt to a wide range of
environments.Moreover, the social aspect of gathering around a fire likely played a critical role in the development of social bonds and the transmission of knowledge and culture. The control of fire stands as a testament to human ingenuity and the ability to harness natural forces for survival and societal advancement.The use of fire by early humans,
dating back at least 400,000 years, marked a pivotal moment in human evolution.Creation of the WheelThe invention of the wheel around 3500 BCE revolutionized transportation and trade, facilitating the movement of goods and people over greater distances with less effort. The wheels applications extended to pottery, water mills, and later, to
complex machinery and modern transportation. This innovation was a catalyst for economic development, urbanization, and the expansion of civilizations.The wheels impact on trade and warfare cannot be overstated, as it enabled the rapid spread of cultures, ideas, and technologies. It is a prime example of how a single technological innovation can
have wide-ranging effects on societal development and the course of history.The invention of the wheel played a unique role in advancing human societies, increasing our ability to manipulate the environment and discover the world around us.Why did Zeus punish Prometheus for gifting humans fire?Formation of Written LanguageThe development of
written language, beginning around 3200 BCE withcuneiformin Mesopotamia and hieroglyphics inEgypt, marked a monumental leap in human ability to record, transmit, and store information.Writing transformed the administration of societies, the codification of laws, and the transmission of culture. It allowed for the creation of historical records,
literary works, and scientific knowledge, laying the groundwork for the complex societies and technological advancements that followed.The Rosetta Stone: How a 2200-year-old stele was used to decipher ancient Egyptian hieroglyphic scriptUnderstanding development of language offers insight into the remarkable journey of human evolution and the
ingenuity that has driven our species forward.Written language made it possible to transmit knowledge across time and space, preserving the wisdom of the past and enabling the complex bureaucracies that managed emerging states and empires. It is fundamental to the development of science, education, and literature, shaping human thought and
civilization in profound ways.Enheduanna the worlds first known author Sign up for Big Think on Substack The most surprising and impactful new stories delivered to your inbox every week, for free. Technology is a core component of the human experience. We have been creating tools to help us tame the physical world since the early days of our
species. Any attempt to count down the most important technological inventions is certainly debatable, but here are some major advancements that should probably be on any such list (in chronological order): 1. FIRE it can be argued that fire was discovered rather than invented. Certainly, early humans observed incidents of fire, but it wasnt until
they figured out how to control it and produce it themselves that humans could really make use of everything this new tool had to offer. The earliest use of fire goes back as far as two million years ago, while a widespread way to utilize this technology has been dated to about 125,000 years ago. Fire gave us warmth, protection, and led to a host of
other key inventions and skills like cooking. The ability to cook helped us get the nutrients to support our expanding brains, giving us an indisputable advantage over other primates.2. WHEEL the wheel was invented by Mesopotamians around 3500 B.C., to be used in the creation of pottery. About 300 years after that, the wheel was put on a chariot
and the rest is history. Wheels are ubiquitous in our everyday life, facilitating our transportation and commerce.Circa 2000 BC, Oxen drawing an ancient Egyptian two-wheeled chariot. (Photo by Hulton Archive/Getty Images)3. NAIL The earliest known use of this very simple but super-useful metal fastener dates back to Ancient Egypt, about 3400
B.C. If you are more partial to screws, theyve been around since Ancient Greeks (1st or 2nd century B.C.). 4. OPTICAL LENSES from glasses to microscopes and telescopes, optical lenses have greatly expanded the possibilities of our vision. They have a long history, first developed by ancient Egyptians and Mesopotamians, with key theories of light
and vision contributed by Ancient Greeks. Optical lenses were also instrumental components in the creation of media technologies involved in photography, film and television.5. COMPASS this navigational device has been a major force in human exploration. The earliest compasses were made of lodestone in China between 300 and 200 B.C.Circa
1121 BC, An ancient Chinese magnetic chariot. The figure, pointing to the south, moves in accordance with the principle of the magnetic compass. (Photo by Hulton Archive/Getty Images)6. PAPER invented about 100 BC in China, paper has been indispensible in allowing us to write down and share our ideas. 7. GUNPOWDER this chemical explosive,
invented in China in the 9th century, has been a major factor in military technology (and, by extension, in wars that changed the course of human history).8. PRINTING PRESS invented in 1439 by the German Johannes Gutenberg, this device in many ways laid the foundation for our modern age. It allowed ink to be transferred from the movable type
to paper in a mechanized way. This revolutionized the spread of knowledge and religion as previously books were generally hand-written (often by monks).1511, Printing Press, from the title page of Hegesippus printed by Jodocus Badius Ascensius in Paris. (Photo by Hulton Archive/Getty Images)9. ELECTRICITY utilization of electricity is a process to
which a number of bright minds have contributed over thousands of years, going all the way back to Ancient Egypt and Ancient Greece, when Thales of Miletus conducted the earliest research into the phenomenon. The 18th-century American Renaissance man Benjamin Franklin is generally credited with significantly furthering our understanding of
electricity, if not its discovery. Its hard to overestimate how important electricity has become to humanity as it runs the majority of our gadgetry and shapes our way of life. The invention of the light bulb, although a separate contribution, attributed to Thomas Edison in 1879, is certainly a major extension of the ability to harness electricity. It has
profoundly changed the way we live, work as well as the look and functioning of our cities.10. STEAM ENGINE invented between 1763 and 1775 by Scottish inventor James Watt (who built upon the ideas of previous steam engine attempts like the 1712 Newcomen engine), the steam engine powered trains, ships, factories and the Industrial
Revolution as a whole.circa 1830: An early locomotive hauling freight. (Photo by Hulton Archive/Getty Images)11. INTERNAL COMBUSTION ENGINE the 19th-century invention (created by Belgian engineer Etienne Lenoir in 1859 and improved by Germanys Nikolaus Otto in 1876), this engine that converts chemical energy into mechanical energy
overtook the steam engine and is used in modern cars and planes. Elon Musks electric car company Tesla, among others, is currently trying to revolutionize technology in this arena once again.12. TELEPHONE although he was not the only one working on this kind of tech, Scottish-born inventor Alexander Graham Bell got the first patent for an
electric telephone in 1876. Certainly, this instrument has revolutionized our ability to communicate. 13. VACCINATION while sometimes controversial, the practice of vaccination is responsible for eradicating diseases and extending the human lifespan. The first vaccine (for smallpox) was developed by Edward Jenner in 1796. A rabies vaccine was
developed by the French chemist and biologist Louis Pasteur in 1885, who is credited with making vaccination the major part of medicine that is it today. Pasteur is also responsible for inventing the food safety process of pasteurization, that bears his name.14. CARS cars completely changed the way we travel, as well as the design of our cities, and
thrust the concept of the assembly line into the mainstream. They were invented in their modern form in the late 19th century by a number of individuals, with special credit going to the German Karl Benz for creating whats considered the first practical motorcar in 1885. Karl Benz (in light suit) on a trip with his family with one of his first cars, which
was built in 1893 and powered by a single cylinder, 3 h.p. engine. His friend Theodor von Liebig is in the Viktoria. (Photo by Hulton Archive/Getty Images)15. AIRPLANE invented in 1903 by the American Wright brothers, planes brought the world closer together, allowing us to travel quickly over great distances. This technology has broadened minds
through enormous cultural exchangesbut it also escalated the reach of the world wars that would soon break out, and the severity of every war thereafter.16. PENICILLIN discovered by the Scottish scientist Alexander Fleming in 1928, this drug transformed medicine by its ability to cure infectious bacterial diseases. It began the era of antibiotics. 17.
ROCKETS while the invention of early rockets is credited to the Ancient Chinese, the modern rocket is a 20th century contribution to humanity, responsible for transforming military capabilities and allowing human space exploration. 18. NUCLEAR FISSION this process of splitting atoms to release a tremendous amount of energy led to the creation
of nuclear reactors and atomic bombs. It was the culmination of work by a number of prominent (mostly Nobel Prize-winning) 20th-century scientists, but the specific discovery of nuclear fission is generally credited to the Germans Otto Hahn and Fritz Stassmann, working with the Austrians Lise Meitner and Otto Frisch.Austrian nuclear physicist Lise
Meitner (1878 1968) congratulates German chemist Otto Hahn (1879 1968) on his 80th birthday, Gottingen, Germany, 8th March 1959. The pair collaborated for 30 years in the study of radioactivity, work which culminated in the discovery of nuclear fission. (Photo by Keystone/Hulton Archive/Getty Images)19. SEMICONDUCTORS they are at the
foundation of electronic devices and the modern Digital Age. Mostly made of silicon, semiconductor devices are behind the nickname of Silicon Valley, home to todays major U.S. computing companies. The first device containing semiconductor material was demonstrated in 1947 by Americas John Bardeen, Walter Brattain and William Shockley of Bell
Labs.20. PERSONAL COMPUTER invented in the 1970s, personal computers greatly expanded human capabilities. While your smartphone is more powerful, one of the earliest PCs was introduced in 1974 by Micro Instrumentation and Telemetry Systems (MITS) via a mail-order computer kit called the Altair. From there, companies like Apple,
Microsoft, and IBM have redefined personal computing. (BONUS) 21. THE INTERNET while the worldwide network of computers (which you used to find this article) has been in development since the 1960s, when it took the shape of U.S. Defense Departments ARPANET, the Internet as we know it today is an even more modern invention. 1990s
creation of the World Wide Web by Englands Tim Berners-Lee is responsible for transforming our communication, commerce, entertainment, politics, you name it.Cover photo: a drawing by Leonardo Da Vinci Sign up for Big Think on Substack The most surprising and impactful new stories delivered to your inbox every week, for free. Further
ReadingThe Top 7 Most Influential Inventors of the Modern Era In the entirety of human history there are 5 inventions which have forever changed society. Each of these inventions have marked a shift in the entire worlds development. As such in order to land on the following list each item would have had to introduce new concepts that billions of
people interact with everyday. The 5 inventions that have changed human history are the following: The Printing PressThe TelephoneThe Analytical EngineThe BatteryThe Steam Engine Each of these inventions are important because without them our modern world would look completely different. Under each of the following sections is a further
reading section that outlines the invention in more detail if you would like to learn about its importance and inventor. Here at The History Ace I strive to publish the best history articles on the internet. If at the end of this article you enjoyed it feel free to subscribe to the free newsletter and share around the internet. Without further ado, here are the
5 most important inventions in human history. In 15th century Europe an invention was about to be unveiled that would forever change human history; the printing press. The printing press was invented sometime around 1440 AD by German Goldsmith Johannes Gutenberg. By applying gold die molding techniques to letters Gutenberg would create a
way for books to be mass produced in a fast manner. This forever changed human history as it allowed information to spread outside of the European church which up until the 15th century held a monopoly over all knowledge production. The printing press changed human history through 2 distinctive ways. First, the printing press allowed
knowledge production in Europe to happen outside the Catholic Church. Before the printing press was invented the only way for a book to be published was by having it hand copied by armies of Monks in the church. When the printing press was invented it allowed books to now be rapidly produced across the world. Second, before the invention of
the printing press all books were written in the high language of Latin. This made reading them extraordinarily difficult and only those with several years of experience could effectively read and translate the books. The printing press allowed books to be mass translated into other languages. Now people can easily write and read books in their native
languages. As a result of this the printing press remains one of the most important inventions in human history. One of the most important inventions in human history was introduced during the 19th century in the United States. This was the invention of the telephone and it forever changed how the world works. The inventor of the telephone was a
man named Alexander Graham Bell. Bell from an early age would spend countless hours taking apart and rebuilding things to discover how they work. This curiosity would serve him his entire life. In 1876 Graham applied for and received the patent for the Telephone. At this point in society most of the world communicated through telegraph lines or
by mail. Most people did not see the importance of the telephone at first. However the telephone would forever change human history through 3 distinct ways. First, the telephone allowed for near instant communication on business ideas. A letter would take several weeks to get to a destination which made conducting business slow and cumbersome.
The telephone allowed merchants and business owners to interchange ideas and concepts faster than ever before. Second, the telephone allowed for a faster spread of national identity. Before the invention of the telephone people had to communicate ideals and politics through letters which had to be physically delivered. In the harsher frontier lands
of the world these ideas could not be received. Telephones would allow this to forever change. It is not coincidence that the rise of the telephone coincided with the rise of nation states. Third, the invention of the telephone forever changed human history by allowing efficient markets to develop. Before the telephone prices on stocks and goods would
have a delay of several hours at the fastest. The telephone allowed investors and merchants to be able to efficiently price goods and create an incredibly efficient market. To this day the telephone continues to shape our world and history. As such it firmly lands on this list of the top 5 most important inventions that forever changed human history. One
of the most important inventions in human history was introduced by an English mathematician named Charles Babbage who understood the limits of Human mathematical ability. Charles Babbage would develop the worlds first modern computer. He named this device the Analytical Engine. Babbage knew that humans could only process very basic
levels of mathematics. He would spend hours performing calculations and needed a way to speed up the process. Working with engineers this Victorian man created the worlds first modern computer. This machine came with a computer processor, computer memory, and the ability to perform advanced calculations in loops. All modern computers
have stemmed from this one machine. Babbages Analytical Engine was designed to be able to take a series of numbers and perform a series of calculations upon them. Babbage would use this machine to speed up his own calculation times. Today all modern computers use the three components of the Analytical Engine; the processor, memory, and
computation loops. Because of this invention the world would begin to develop computers. Its amazing that such an advanced machine was built shortly after the American and French Revolutions. As such the Analytical Engine lands on this list of the top 5 most important inventions in human history. One of the most important inventions in human
history came about in Italy in the late 18th and early 19th centuries; this was the invention of the battery. Two Italian inventors named Alessandro Volta and Luigi Galvani created the first modern battery in 1800. For the first time in human history people could now capture energy and store it for later use. This was a monumental accomplishment.
The concept of storing energy in a battery was not a new concept. We have evidence that inventors have been experimenting with energizing liquids and solids to store energy since the ancient Greeks. However, these ancient inventions would fail as they could not hold an electrical charge long enough to make the battery useful. Volta and Galvani
changed this by creating a device which could store energy for an extended period of time. This forever changed human history by giving humanity the ability to store excess energy for long periods of time. Now inventors could begin to experiment with large scale machinery powered by excess energy which was stored by using battery technology.
The Battery directly led to a revolution in machinery and factory production that today we call the Industrial Revolution. As such the invention of the battery remains one of the most important inventions in human history. Easily one of the most important inventions in human history is the steam engine. The concept of a steam powered device was not
new during the modern era. The ancient Romans and Greeks had been experimenting with steam as a source of power nearly 1,500 years before the Steam Engine was formally invented. However, the one limiting factor of these early steam engines was the fuel needed to run it. This would change during the 18th and 19th century in England when
large amounts of coal deposits were discovered near the surface across the British Isles. Coal was a better fuel source for steam power because of its higher burning temperature. Previously wood was the primary fuel source across Europe, however as the population grew the European forests started to decline. Coal presented a new fuel source that
was easily mined. Now it was cost effective to create steam powered engines that could produce massive amounts of energy easily. As such in 1776 James Watt patented the worlds first modern steam engine. Over the next 40 years steam power came to dominate the worlds energy generation and would jumpstart the Industrial Revolution. Without
the steam engine its doubtful that the world and human history would look the same as it does today. As such the steam engine lands firmly on this list of the top 5 most important inventions in human history. There you have it; an entire article dedicated to the top 5 most important inventions in human history. Several other inventions could have
been included on this list. However, the reason that only 5 made the list is because today nearly everyone around the world interacts with them on a daily basis. Without these inventions the world would look considerably different. Here at The History Ace I strive to publish the best history articles on the internet. If you enjoyed this article then
consider subscribing to the free newsletter and sharing around the internet. Further, you can check out some of the other articles below. Here is how the American Revolution changed the world. Many people are not aware of just how important this event actually was.Read More Why did the Roman people love chariot racing? Well it all comes down
to these 3 reasons.Read More What was the design and color of Roman Chariots? Were they faster or slower then normal chariots? Well here is everything!Read More Sincerely, NickHumans are constantly creating new inventions to make life easier. Other times they manipulate their environment or form entirely new conceptions of an existing item.
These efforts are what push people forward and make life evolve. Without inventions and new things, people would be living the same way they did 500 years ago.From transportation inventions to internet technology and computers, well discuss some of the most important creations ever. Well note why they were important to the world and whether
theyll continue to be relevant. As the years pass, inventions are surpassed by even better products and ideas.When people argue the merits of keeping a product or idea the same, they often say there is no need to reinvent the wheel. This is because for centuries, the wheel has become one of the most timeless inventions in human history.Without the
wheel, humanity would not have been able to expand across the globe as quickly as it did. People and products would be stuck in one location for much longer or possibly permanently, never to mix with others in the latter situation. Wheels let humans drive cars, transport goods, and take off the runway when flying in an airplane.While a specific
person hasnt been credited with the invention of the wheel, some studies suggest that it was made in ancient times in Iraq before expanding westward. The use of an axle with the wheel is what allows the invention to be the ingenious device that we know today.The smartphone is arguably the most important invention in the history of the 21st
century. It has allowed people to take pictures wherever they are. The device also offers a means of keeping important information all in one place. This can range from keeping important calendar dates to paying bills on banking apps.The iPhone was the first prominent smartphone released in the late 2000s, but many other companies have gotten
their share of the market. The variety of products creates great competition to improve the quality of smartphones.One of the drawbacks to these devices is that some argue humans have become addicted to smartphones. Because they allow us to communicate with anyone in the world at a moments notice, some people take advantage of their
smartphones. They have a hard time staying in the moment and it creates dangerous scenarios, like when you are texting and driving.There is some evidence that Thomas Edison did not come up with the lightbulb all on his own, but he perfected the idea of an electrical filament that would light up our world forever. Lightbulbs have continued to
evolve in the century-plus since their invention, but their basic science remains the same.The lightbulb has allowed human society to flourish in a way that simply wouldnt be possible if we were still just using candles and fireplaces. It is now up to inventors to continue to improve the lightbulb and make it even more energy efficient.Basketball is one
of the most popular sports in the world. It is also one of the only sports that can be traced back to a specific inventor. Dr. James Naismith invented the sport in the late 19th century to entertain his bored physical education students. Peach baskets and cage matches have turned into beautiful hardwood courts and glass backboards.See also How
Professional Oil Changes Benefit White Bear Lake CustomersOne of the reasons basketball is so popular is because it can be played alone or with friends. It doesnt require a lot of equipment, and it provides great exercise.On a cultural level, some of the most famous people of the last 50 years have made their name playing basketball, such as Michael
Jordan and LeBron James. For hundreds of millions of people around the world, its hard to imagine a life without basketball now.Even though parents used to think that video games would destroy their childrens brains, computerized games have become one of the most popular art forms of the last 40 years. From arcade games like Donkey Kong to
spectacles like Elden Ring, gaming has allowed an escape from reality that has not been replicated.Video games allow humans to tell stories and interact with them in ways that movies and shows cant. With the use of in-game avatars, transgender and non-binary people have been able to realize their true selves when the world wont accept
them.Online gaming has become one of the most simple ways to socialize with others and meet new friends. There are still a lot of ignorant stereotypes about video games, but these products are only going to continue to grow in popularity for the next generation and beyond.Ben Franklin invented a primitive concept that resembles the modern stove
back in the 18th century. As the years progressed, stoves became more sophisticated, and with it came the possibility of crafting better meals. Its hard to imagine cooking and preparing food efficiently without the stove.See also Galaxy S20 Speaker Cracking: Causes and SolutionsSolar panels are starting to become an in-vogue way to heat and power
homes across the world. They help produce a greener planet for many reasons, including decreasing the use of non-renewable resources.Homes are also much more valuable in certain areas of the country if they have solar panels. If you live in sun-drenched and solar-investment-heavy states such as Arizona, California, or New Mexico, it is important
to consider installing them.Television is one of the most important modes of communication in human history. Television has entertained, informed, and expanded global reach for decades. John Baird invented the first television in 1927. Since then, high-definition television has helped show people images from around the globe in crystal clear
pictures.Television was instrumental in teaching Americans and others around the world about the atrocities of war. Gruesome shots from Vietnam were shown all over living rooms in the U.S. in the late 1960s. Since then, television has continued to provide news items and important topics to audiences.All these inventions have made the world a
better place in some way. Creating things is what makes us human. Well continue to manipulate the world and figure out ways to improve the human experience through invention. These items, games, and technologies will be here for the long haul, though.About the authorShawn Laib writes and researches for the insurance comparison site,
BuyAutoInsurance.com. He wants to help people see the ways that human creativity has expanded whats possible in the world. 8 of the Most Important InventionsPosted on Oct 21, 2024 / Technology There have been many important inventions throughout human history, and it can be difficult to identify the "greatest" ones. Some inventions that have
had a significant impact on human society and the way we live include: 1. The wheel: The wheel is one of the oldest and most important inventions in human history. It revolutionized transportation and made it possible to move heavy objects over long distances with ease. 2. The printing press: The printing press, invented in the 15th century, made it
possible to produce books and other printed materials quickly and inexpensively. This had a profound impact on education and the spread of knowledge. 3. Electricity: The discovery and harnessing of electricity in the 19th century transformed the way we live and work. It made it possible to power a wide range of technologies, including lighting,
appliances, and machinery. 4. The steam engine: The steam engine, developed in the 18th century, revolutionized transportation and played a key role in the Industrial Revolution. It made it possible to power ships and locomotives, which greatly expanded the reach of transportation networks. 5. The computer: The development of the computer in the
20th century has had a huge impact on almost every aspect of modern life. It has revolutionized communication, entertainment, business, and many other areas. There are many other inventions that could be considered among the greatest of all time, depending on the criteria used to judge them. These are just a few examples of inventions that have



had a significant impact on human society. Share on FacebookShare on WhatsAppShare on Telegram What is my IP address? Come in, I will tell you!What is an accessory? Let me explain! How do I scan a QR-code?How Bitcoin works? Let me explain!How does GMO technology work?When will they send a man to Mars?Will we see a comeback of
supersonic passenger aircraft?How do they make weather forecasts? Al explains!James Webb Space Telescope is the main sensation of our timeConsumer Electronics Show 2023 opened in Las Vegas Share copy and redistribute the material in any medium or format for any purpose, even commercially. Adapt remix, transform, and build upon the
material for any purpose, even commercially. The licensor cannot revoke these freedoms as long as you follow the license terms. Attribution You must give appropriate credit , provide a link to the license, and indicate if changes were made . You may do so in any reasonable manner, but not in any way that suggests the licensor endorses you or your
use. ShareAlike If you remix, transform, or build upon the material, you must distribute your contributions under the same license as the original. No additional restrictions You may not apply legal terms or technological measures that legally restrict others from doing anything the license permits. You do not have to comply with the license for
elements of the material in the public domain or where your use is permitted by an applicable exception or limitation . No warranties are given. The license may not give you all of the permissions necessary for your intended use. For example, other rights such as publicity, privacy, or moral rights may limit how you use the material. "World history"
redirects here. For other uses, see World history (disambiguation).Part of a series onHuman history Prehistory (Stone Age) (Pleistocene epoch)HoloceneTimelinesNeolithic Contemporary(10,000 BCE present)Age of the human raceRecorded history (Common Era)Earliest recordsProtohistoryProto-writingAncientCopper AgeBronze Agelron AgeAxial
AgeClassical antiquityLate antiquityAfricaNorth AmericaSouth AmericaOceaniaEast AsiaSouth AsiaSoutheast AsiaWest AsiaEuropePostclassicalTimelineAfricaAmericasOceaniaEast AsiaSouth AsiaSoutheast AsiaWest AsiaEuropeRenaissanceModernEarly modernLate modernContemporaryAfricaNorth AmericaSouth AmericaOceaniaEast AsiaSouth
AsiaSoutheast AsiaWest AsiaEuropeSee alsoAge of DiscoveryModernityPostmodernityFuturologyPolitical history Future vteHuman history or world history is the record of humankind from prehistory to the present. Modern humans evolved in Africa around 300,000 years ago and initially lived as hunter-gatherers. They migrated out of Africa during
the Last Ice Age and had spread across Earth's continental land except Antarctica by the end of the Ice Age 12,000 years ago. Soon afterward, the Neolithic Revolution in West Asia brought the first systematic husbandry of plants and animals, and saw many humans transition from a nomadic life to a sedentary existence as farmers in permanent
settlements. The growing complexity of human societies necessitated systems of accounting and writing.These developments paved the way for the emergence of early civilizations in Mesopotamia, Egypt, the Indus Valley, and China, marking the beginning of the ancient period in 3500BCE. These civilizations supported the establishment of regional
empires and acted as a fertile ground for the advent of transformative philosophical and religious ideas, initially Hinduism during the late Bronze Age, and during the Axial Age: Buddhism, Confucianism, Greek philosophy, Jainism, Judaism, Taoism, and Zoroastrianism. The subsequent post-classical period, from about 500 to 1500CE, witnessed the
rise of Islam and the continued spread and consolidation of Christianity while civilization expanded to new parts of the world and trade between societies increased. These developments were accompanied by the rise and decline of major empires, such as the Byzantine Empire, the Islamic caliphates, the Mongol Empire, and various Chinese dynasties.
This period's invention of gunpowder and of the printing press greatly affected subsequent history.During the early modern period, spanning from approximately 1500 to 1800CE, European powers explored and colonized regions worldwide, intensifying cultural and economic exchange. This era saw substantial intellectual, cultural, and technological
advances in Europe driven by the Renaissance, the Reformation in Germany giving rise to Protestantism, the Scientific Revolution, and the Enlightenment. By the 18th century, the accumulation of knowledge and technology had reached a critical mass that brought about the Industrial Revolution, substantial to the Great Divergence, and began the
modern period starting around 1800CE. The rapid growth in productive power further increased international trade and colonization, linking the different civilizations in the process of globalization, and cemented European dominance throughout the 19th century. Over the last quarter-millennium, which included two devastating world wars, there
has been a great acceleration in many spheres, including human population, agriculture, industry, commerce, scientific knowledge, technology, communications, military capabilities, and environmental degradation.The study of human history relies on insights from academic disciplines including history, archaeology, anthropology, linguistics, and
genetics. To provide an accessible overview, researchers divide human history by a variety of periodizations.Main articles: Prehistory and Timeline of prehistoryFurther information: Human evolution and Lower PaleolithicHumans evolved in Africa from great apes through the lineage of hominins, which arose 75million years ago.[1] The ability to walk
on two legs emerged in early hominins after the split from chimpanzees, as an adaptation possibly associated with a shift from forest to savanna habitats.[2] Hominins began to use rudimentary stone toolsc.3.3million years ago,[a] marking the advent of thePaleolithicera.[6]The genus Homo evolved from Australopithecus.[7] The earliest record of
Homo is the 2.8million-year-old specimen LD 350-1 from Ethiopia,[8] and the earliest named species is Homo habilis which evolved by 2.3million years ago.[9] The most important difference between Homo habilis and Australopithecus was a 50% increase in brain size.[10] H. erectus[b] evolved about 2million years ago[11][c] and was the first hominin
species to leave Africa and disperse across Eurasia.[13] Perhaps as early as 1.5million years ago, but certainly by 250,000 years ago, hominins began to use fire for heat and cooking.[14]Beginning about 500,000 years ago, Homo diversified into many new species of archaic humans such as the Neanderthals in Europe, the Denisovans in Siberia, and
the diminutive H. floresiensis in Indonesia.[15] Human evolution was not a simple linear or branched progression but involved interbreeding between related species.[16] Genomic research has shown that hybridization between substantially diverged lineages was common in human evolution.[17] DNA evidence suggests that several genes of
Neanderthal origin are present among all non-sub-Saharan African populations. Neanderthals and other hominins, such as Denisovans, may have contributed up to 6% of their genome to present-day non-sub-Saharan African humans.[18]Main articles: Early modern human and Early human migrationsSuccessive dispersals of Homo erectus (yellow),
Homo neanderthalensis (ochre) during Out of Africa I and Homo sapiens (red, Out of Africa II), with the numbers of years since they appeared before present.Homo sapiens emerged in Africa around 300,000 years ago[d] from the species Homo heidelbergensis.[e][20] Humans continued to develop over the succeeding millennia, and by 100,000 years
ago, were using jewelry and ocher to adorn the body.[21] By 50,000 years ago, they buried their dead, used projectile weapons, and engaged in seafaring.[22] One of the most important changes (the date of which is unknown) was the development of syntactic language, which dramatically improved the human ability to communicate.[23] Signs of
early artistic expression can be found in the form of cave paintings and sculptures made from ivory, stone, and bone, implying a form of spirituality generally interpreted as animism[24] or shamanism.[25] The earliest known musical instruments besides the human voice are bone flutes from the Swabian Jura in Germany, dated around 40,000 years
old.[26] Paleolithic humans lived as hunter-gatherers and were generally nomadic.[27]The migration of anatomically modern humans out of Africa took place in multiple waves beginning 194,000177,000 years ago.[28][f] The dominant view among scholars is that the early waves of migration died out and all modern non-Africans are descended from a
single group that left Africa 70,00050,000 years ago.[32][g] H. sapiens proceeded to colonize all the continents and larger islands, arriving in Australia 65,000 years ago,[34] Europe 45,000 years ago,[35] and the Americas 21,000 years ago.[36] These migrations occurred during the most recent Ice Age, when various temperate regions of today were
inhospitable.[37] Nevertheless, by the end of the Ice Age some 12,000 years ago, humans had colonized nearly all ice-free parts of the globe.[38] Human expansion coincided with both the Quaternary extinction event and the Neanderthal extinction.[39] These extinctions were probably caused by climate change, human activity, or a combination of
the two.[40]Main article: NeolithicBeginning around 10,000BCE, the Neolithic Revolution marked the development of agriculture, which fundamentally changed the human lifestyle.[41] Agriculture began independently in different parts of the globe,[42] and included a diverse range of taxa, in at least 11 separate centers of origin.[43] Cereal crop
cultivation and animal domestication had occurred in Mesopotamia by at least 8500BCE in the form of wheat, barley, sheep, and goats.[44] The Yangtze River Valley in China domesticated rice around 80007000BCE; the Yellow River Valley may have cultivated millet by 7000BCE.[45] Pigs were the most important domesticated animal in early China.
[46] People in Africa's Sahara cultivated sorghum and several other crops between 8000 and 5000BCE,[h] while other agricultural centers arose in the Ethiopian Highlands and the West African rainforests.[48] In the Indus River Valley, crops were cultivated by 7000BCE and cattle were domesticated by 6500BCE.[49] In the Americas, squash was
cultivated by at least 8500BCE in South America, and domesticated arrowroot appeared in Central America by 7800BCE.[50] Potatoes were first cultivated in the Andes of South America, where the llama was also domesticated.[51] It is likely that women played a central role in plant domestication throughout these developments.[52]A pillar at
Neolithic Gbekli TepeVarious explanations of the causes of the Neolithic Revolution have been proposed.[53] Some theories identify population growth as the main factor, leading people to seek out new food sources. Others see population growth not as the cause but as the effect of the associated improvements in food supply.[54] Further suggested
factors include climate change, resource scarcity, and ideology.[55] The transition to agriculture created food surpluses that could support people not directly engaged in food production,[56] permitting far denser populations and the creation of the first cities and states.[57]Cities were centers of trade, manufacturing, and political power.[58] They
developed mutually beneficial relationships with their surrounding countrysides, receiving agricultural products and providing manufactured goods and varying degrees of political control in return.[59] Pastoral societies based on nomadic animal herding also developed, mostly in dry areas unsuited for plant cultivation such as the Eurasian Steppe or
the African Sahel.[60] Conflict between nomadic herders and sedentary agriculturalists was frequent and became a recurring theme in world history.[61]Metalworking was first used in the creation of copper tools and ornaments around 6400BCE.[48] Gold and silver soon followed, primarily for use in ornaments.[48] The first signs of bronze, an alloy
of copper and tin, date to around 4500BCE,[62] but the alloy did not become widely used until the 3rd millenniumBCE.[63]Main articles: Ancient history and Timeline of ancient historyMain articles: Cradle of civilization, Bronze Age, and Iron AgeGreat Pyramids of Giza, EgyptThe Bronze Age saw the development of cities and civilizations.[64] Early
civilizations arose close to rivers, first in Mesopotamia (3300BCE) with the Tigris and Euphrates,[65] followed by the Egyptian civilization along the Nile River (3200BCE),[66] the Norte Chico civilization in coastal Peru (3100BCE),[67] the Indus Valley civilization in Pakistan and northwestern India (2500BCE),[68] and the Chinese civilization along
the Yangtze and Yellow Rivers (2200BCE).[69][i]These societies developed a number of shared characteristics, including a central government, a complex economy and social structure, and systems for keeping records.[72] These cultures variously invented the wheel,[73] mathematics,[74] bronze-working,[75] sailing boats,[76] the potter's wheel,[75]
woven cloth,[77] construction of monumental buildings,[77] and writing.[78] Polytheistic religions developed, centered on temples where priests and priestesses performed sacrificial rites.[79]Cuneiform inscription, eastern TurkeyWriting facilitated the administration of cities, the expression of ideas, and the preservation of information.[80] It may
have independently developed in at least four ancient civilizations: Mesopotamia (3300BCE),[81] Egypt (around 3250BCE),[82] China (1200BCE),[83] and lowland Mesoamerica (by 650BCE).[84] The earliest system of writing[j] was the Mesopotamian cuneiform script, which began as a system of pictographs, whose pictorial representations eventually
became simplified and more abstract.[86][k] Other influential early writing systems include Egyptian hieroglyphs and the Indus script.[88] In China, writing was first used during the Shang dynasty (17661045BCE).[89]Transport was facilitated by waterways, including rivers and seas, which fostered the projection of military power and the exchange
of goods, ideas, and inventions.[90] The Bronze Age also saw new land technologies, such as horse-based cavalry and chariots, that allowed armies to move faster.[91] Trade became increasingly important as urban societies exchanged manufactured goods for raw materials from distant lands, creating vast commercial networks and the beginnings of
archaic globalization.[92] Bronze production in Southwest Asia, for example, required the import of tin from as far away as England.[93]The growth of cities was often followed by the establishment of states and empires.[94] In Egypt, the initial division into Upper and Lower Egypt was followed by the unification of the whole valley around 3100BCE.
[95] Around 2600BCE, the Indus Valley civilization built major cities at Harappa and Mohenjo-daro.[96] Mesopotamian history was characterized by frequent wars between city-states, leading to shifts in hegemony from one city to another.[97] In the 25th21st centuriesBCE, the empires of Akkad and the Neo-Sumerians arose in this area.[98] In Crete,
the Minoan civilization emerged by 2000BCE and is regarded as the first civilization in Europe.[99]Over the following millennia, civilizations developed across the world.[100] By 1600BCE, Mycenaean Greece began to develop.[101] It flourished until the Late Bronze Age collapse that affected many Mediterranean civilizations between 1300 and
1000BCE.[102] The foundations of many cultural aspects in India were laid in the Vedic period (1750600BCE), including the emergence of Hinduism.[103][1] From around 550BCE, many independent kingdoms and republics known as the Mahajanapadas were established across the subcontinent.[105]Olmec colossal head, now at the Museo de
Antropologa de XalapaSpeakers of the Bantu languages began expanding across Central, Eastern, and Southern Africa as early as 3000BCE until 1000CE.[106] Their expansion and encounters with other groups resulted in the displacement of the Pygmy peoples and the Khoisan, and in the spread of mixed farming and ironworking throughout sub-
Saharan Africa, laying the foundations for later states.[107]The Lapita culture emerged in the Bismarck Archipelago near New Guinea around 1500BCE and colonized many uninhabited islands of Remote Oceania, reaching as far as Samoa by 700BCE.[108]In the Americas, the Norte Chico culture emerged in Peru around 3100BCE.[67] The Norte
Chico built public monumental architecture at the city of Caral, dated 26271977BCE.[109] The later Chavn polity is sometimes described as the first Andean state,[110] centered on the religious site at Chavn de Huantar.[111] Other important Andean cultures include the Moche, whose ceramics depict many aspects of daily life, and the Nazca, who
created animal-shaped designs in the desert called Nazca lines.[112] The Olmecs of Mesoamerica developed by about 1200BCE[113] and are known for the colossal stone heads that they carved from basalt.[114] They also devised the Mesoamerican calendar that was used by later cultures such as the Maya and Teotihuacan.[115] Societies in North
America were primarily egalitarian hunter-gatherers, supplementing their diet with the plants of the Eastern Agricultural Complex.[116] They built earthworks such as Watson Brake (4000BCE) and Poverty Point (3600BCE), both in Louisiana.[117]Main article: Axial AgeStanding Buddha from Gandhara, 2nd centuryCEFrom 800 to 200BCE,[118] the
Axial Age saw the emergence of transformative philosophical and religious ideas that developed in many different places mostly independently of each other.[119] Chinese Confucianism,[120] Indian Buddhism and Jainism,[121] and Jewish monotheism all arose during this period.[122] Persian Zoroastrianism began earlier, perhaps around 1000BCE,
but was institutionalized by the Achaemenid Empire during the Axial Age.[123] New philosophies took hold in Greece during the 5th centuryBCE, epitomized by thinkers such as Plato and Aristotle.[124] The first Olympic Games were held in 776BCE, marking a period known as "classical antiquity".[125] In 508BCE, the world's first democratic system
of government was instituted in Athens.[126]Axial Age ideas shaped subsequent intellectual and religious history. Confucianism was one of the three schools of thought that came to dominate Chinese thinking, along with Taoism and Legalism.[127] The Confucian tradition, which would become particularly influential, looked for political morality not
to the force of law but to the power and example of tradition.[128] Confucianism would later spread to Korea and Japan.[129] Buddhism reached China in about the 1st centuryCE[130] and spread widely, with 30,000 Buddhist temples in northern China alone by the 7th centuryCE.[131] Buddhism became the main religion in much of South, Southeast,
and East Asia.[132] The Greek philosophical tradition[133] diffused throughout the Mediterranean world and as far as India, starting in the 4th centuryBCE after the conquests of Alexander the Great of Macedon.[134] Both Christianity and Islam developed from the beliefs of Judaism.[135]The millennium from 500BCE to 500CE saw a series of
empires of unprecedented size develop. Well-trained professional armies, unifying ideologies, and advanced bureaucracies created the possibility for emperors to rule over large domains whose populations could attain numbers upwards of tens of millions of subjects.[136] International trade also expanded, most notably the massive trade routes in the
Mediterranean Sea, the maritime trade web in the Indian Ocean, and the Silk Road.[137]Carving of Persian and Median soldiers, Persepolis, Achaemenid Empire, 5th centuryBCEThe kingdom of the Medes helped to destroy the Assyrian Empire in tandem with the nomadic Scythians and the Babylonians.[138] Nineveh, the capital of Assyria, was
sacked by the Medes in 612BCE.[139] The Median Empire gave way to successive Iranian states, including the Achaemenid (550330BCE),[140] Parthian (247BCE 224CE),[141] and Sasanian Empires (224651CE).[142]Two major empires began in modern-day Greece. In the late 5th centuryBCE, several Greek city states checked the Achaemenid
Persian advance in Europe through the Greco-Persian Wars. These wars were followed by the Golden Age of Athens, the seminal period of ancient Greece that laid many of the foundations of Western civilization, including the first theatrical performances.[143] The wars led to the creation of the Delian League, founded in 477BCE,[144] and eventually
the Athenian Empire (454404BCE), which was defeated by a Spartan-led coalition during the Peloponnesian War.[145] Philip of Macedon unified the Greek city-states into the Hellenic League and his son Alexander the Great (356323BCE) founded an empire extending from present-day Greece to India.[146] The empire divided into several successor
states shortly after his death, resulting in the founding of many cities and the spread of Greek culture throughout conquered regions, a process referred to as Hellenization.[147] The Hellenistic period lasted from the death of Alexander in 323BCE until 31BCE, when Ptolemaic Egypt fell to Rome.[148]In Europe, the Roman Republic was founded in the
6th centuryBCE[149] and began expanding its territory in the 3rd centuryBCE.[150] Prior to this, the Carthaginian Empire had dominated the Mediterranean, however lost three successive wars to the Romans. The Republic became an empire and by the time of Augustus (63BCE 14CE), it had established dominion over most of the Mediterranean Sea.
[151] The empire continued to grow and reached its peak under Trajan (53117CE), controlling much of the land from England to Mesopotamia.[152] The two centuries that followed are known as the Pax Romana, a period of unprecedented peace, prosperity, and political stability in most of Europe.[153] Christianity was legalized by Constantine I in
313CE after three centuries of imperial persecution. It became the sole official religion of the empire in 380CE while the emperor Theodosius outlawed pagan religions in 391392CE.[154]In South Asia, Chandragupta Maurya founded the Maurya Empire (320185BCE), which flourished under Ashoka the Great.[155] From the 4th to 6th centuriesCE,
the Gupta Empire oversaw the period referred to as ancient India's golden age.[156] The resulting stability helped usher in a flourishing period for Hindu and Buddhist culture in the 4th and 5th centuries, as well as major advances in science and mathematics.[157] In South India, three prominent Dravidian kingdoms emerged: the Cheras, Cholas,
and Pandyas.[158]Pillar erected by Ashoka, a Mauryan Emperor in Indialn China, Qin Shi Huang put an end to the chaotic Warring States period by uniting all of China under the Qin dynasty (221206BCE).[159] Qin Shi Huang was an adherent of the Legalist school of thought and he displaced the hereditary aristocracy by creating an efficient system
of administration staffed by officials appointed according to merit.[160] The harshness of the Qin dynasty led to rebellions and the dynasty's fall.[161] It was followed by the Han dynasty (202BCE 220CE), which combined the Legalist bureaucratic system with Confucian ideals.[162] The Han dynasty was comparable in power and influence to the
Roman Empire that lay at the other end of the Silk Road.[163] As economic prosperity fueled their military expansion, the Han conquered parts of Mongolia, Central Asia, Manchuria, Korea, and northern Vietnam.[164] As with other empires during the classical period, Han China advanced significantly in the areas of government, education, science,
and technology.[165] The Han invented the compass, one of China's Four Great Inventions.[166]Obelisk of Axum, Ethiopialn Africa, the Kingdom of Kush prospered through its interactions with both Egypt and sub-Saharan Africa.[167] It ruled Egypt as the Twenty-fifth Dynasty from 712 to 650BCE, then continued as an agricultural and trading state
based in the city of Mero until the fourth centuryCE.[168] The Kingdom of Aksum, centered in present-day Ethiopia, established itself by the 1st centuryCE as a major trading empire, dominating its neighbors in South Arabia and Kush and controlling the Red Sea trade.[169] It minted its own currency and carved enormous monolithic stelae to mark
its emperors' graves.[170]Successful regional empires were also established in the Americas, arising from cultures established as early as 2500BCE.[171] In Mesoamerica, vast pre-Columbian societies were built, the most notable being the Zapotec civilization (700BCE 1521CE),[172] and the Maya civilization, which reached its highest state of
development during the Mesoamerican classic period (c.250900CE),[173] but continued throughout the post-classic period.[174] The great Maya city-states slowly rose in number and prominence, and Maya culture spread throughout the Yucatn and surrounding areas.[175] The Maya developed a writing system and used the concept of zero in their
mathematics.[176] West of the Maya area, in central Mexico, the city of Teotihuacan prospered due to its control of the obsidian trade.[177] Its power peaked around 450CE, when its 125,000150,000 inhabitants made it one of the world's largest cities.[178]Technology developed sporadically in the ancient world.[179] There were periods of rapid
technological progress, such as the Greco-Roman era in the Mediterranean region.[180] Greek science, technology, and mathematics are generally considered to have reached their peak during the Hellenistic period, typified by devices such as the Antikythera mechanism.[181] There were also periods of technological decay, such as the Roman
Empire's decline and fall and the ensuing early medieval period.[182] Two of the most important innovations were paper (China, 1st and 2nd centuriesCE)[183] and the stirrup (India, 2nd centuryBCE and Central Asia, 1st centuryCE),[184] both of which diffused widely throughout the world. The Chinese learned to make silk and built massive
engineering projects such as the Great Wall of China and the Grand Canal.[185] The Romans were also accomplished builders, inventing concrete, perfecting the use of arches in construction, and creating aqueducts to transport water over long distances to urban centers.[186]Most ancient societies practiced slavery,[187] which was particularly
prevalent in Athens and Rome, where slaves made up a large proportion of the population and were foundational to the economy.[188] Patriarchy was also common, with men controlling more political and economic power than women.[189]European migrations by mostly Germanic peoples, 2nd6th centuriesThe ancient empires faced common
problems associated with maintaining huge armies and supporting a central bureaucracy.[190] In Rome and Han China, the state began to decline, and barbarian pressure on the frontiers hastened internal dissolution.[190] The Han dynasty fell into civil war in 220CE, beginning the Three Kingdoms period, while its Roman counterpart became
increasingly decentralized and divided about the same time in what is known as the Crisis of the Third Century.[191] From the Eurasian Steppe, horse-based nomads dominated a large part of the continent.[192] The development of the stirrup and the use of horse archers made the nomads a constant threat to sedentary civilizations.[193]In the 4th
centuryCE, the Roman Empire split into western and eastern regions, with usually separate emperors.[194] The Western Roman Empire fell in 476CE to German influence under Odoacer in the Migration Period of the Germanic peoples.[194] The Eastern Roman Empire, known as the Byzantine Empire, was more long-lasting.[195] In China, dynasties
rose and fell, but, in sharp contrast to the Mediterranean-European world, political unity was always eventually restored.[196] After the fall of the Eastern Han dynasty and the demise of the Three Kingdoms, nomadic tribes from the north began to invade, causing many Chinese people to flee southward.[197]Main articles: Post-classical history and
Timeline of post-classical historyPortrait of Alfraganus in the Compilatio astronomica, 1493. Islamic astronomers began just before the 9th century to collect and translate Indian, Persian and Greek astronomical texts, adding their own astronomy and enabling later, particularly European astronomy to build on.[198] Symbolic for the post-classical
period, a period of an increasing trans-regional literary culture, particularly in the sciences, spreading and building on methods of science.The post-classical period, dated roughly from 500 to 1500CE,[m] was characterized by the rise and spread of major religions while civilization expanded to new parts of the world and trade between societies
intensified.[200] From the 10th to 13th centuries, the Medieval Warm Period in the northern hemisphere aided agriculture and led to population growth in parts of Europe and Asia.[201] It was followed by the Little Ice Age, which, along with the plagues of the 14th century, put downward pressure on the population of Eurasia.[201] Major inventions
of the period were gunpowder, guns, and printing, all of which originated in China.[202]The post-classical period encompasses the early Muslim conquests, the Islamic Golden Age, and the commencement and expansion of the Arab slave trade, followed by the Mongol invasions and the founding of the Ottoman Empire.[203] South Asia had a series of
middle kingdoms, followed by the establishment of Islamic empires in India.[204]In West Africa, the Mali and Songhai Empires rose.[205] On the southeast coast of Africa, Arabic ports were established where gold, spices, and other commodities were traded. This allowed Africa to join the Southeast Asia trading system, bringing it contact with Asia;
this resulted in the Swahili culture.[206]China experienced the relatively successive Sui, Tang, Song, Yuan, and early Ming dynasties.[207] Middle Eastern trade routes along the Indian Ocean, and the Silk Road through the Gobi Desert, provided limited economic and cultural contact between Asian and European civilizations.[179] During the same
period, civilizations in the Americas, such as the Mississippians,[208] Aztecs,[209] Maya,[210] and Inca reached their zenith.[211]Main articles: History of the Middle East, History of North Africa, History of the Caucasus, and History of Central AsiaUmayyad Mosque in DamascusBefore the advent of Islam in the 7th century, the Middle East was
dominated by the Byzantine and Sasanian Empires, which frequently fought each other for control of several disputed regions.[212] This was also a cultural battle, with Byzantine Christian culture competing against Persian Zoroastrian traditions.[213] The birth of Islam created a new contender that quickly surpassed both of these empires.
[214]Muhammad, the founder of Islam, initiated the early Muslim conquests in the 7th century.[215] He established a new unified polity in Arabia that expanded rapidly under the Rashidun Caliphate and the Umayyad Caliphate, culminating in the establishment of Muslim rule on three continents (Asia, Africa, and Europe) by 750CE.[216] The
subsequent Abbasid Caliphate oversaw the Islamic Golden Age, an era of learning, science, and invention during which philosophy, art, and literature flourished.[217][n] Scholars preserved and synthesized knowledge and skills of ancient Greece and Persia,[219] the manufacture of paper from China,[220] and the decimal positional numbering system
from India.[221] At the same time, they made significant original contributions in various fields, such as Al-Khwarizmi's development of algebra and Avicenna's comprehensive philosophical system.[222] Islamic civilization expanded both by conquest and based on its merchant economy.[223] Merchants brought goods and their Islamic faith to China,
India, Southeast Asia, and Africa.[224]Arab domination of the Middle East ended in the mid-11th century with the arrival of the Seljuk Turks, migrating south from the Turkic homelands.[225] The Seljuks were challenged by Europe during the Crusades, a series of religious wars aimed at rolling back Muslim territory and regaining control of the Holy
Land.[226] The Crusades were ultimately unsuccessful and served more to weaken the Byzantine Empire, especially with the sack of Constantinople in 1204.[227] In the early 13th century, a new wave of invaders, the Mongols, swept through the region but were eventually eclipsed by the Turks and the founding of the Ottoman Empire in modern-day
Turkey around 1299.[228]In the 7th century, North Africa saw the extinguishment of Byzantine Africa and the Berber kingdoms in the Early Muslim conquests.[229] From the 10th century, the Abbasid Caliphate's African territory was consumed by the Fatimid Caliphate centered on Egypt, who were supplanted by the Ayyubids in the 12th century,
and them later by the Mamluks in the 13th century.[230] In the Maghreb and Western Sahara, the Almoravids dominated from the 11th century,[231] until it was subsumed by the Almohad Caliphate in the 12th century.[232] The Almohads' collapse gave rise to the Marinids in Morocco, the Zayyanids in Algeria, and the Hafsids in Tunisia.[233]The
Caucasus was fought over in a series of wars between the Byzantine and Sasanian Empires. However, the two opposing powers became exhausted due to continuous conflict. Hence, the Rashidun Caliphate was able to freely expand into the region during the early Muslim conquests.[234] The Seljuk Turks later subjugated Armenia and Georgia in the
11th century. The Mongols subsequently invaded the Caucasus in the 13th century.[235]Steppe nomads from Central Asia continued to threaten sedentary societies in the post-classical era, but they also faced incursions from the Arabs and Chinese.[236] China expanded into Central Asia during the Sui dynasty (581618).[237] The Chinese were
confronted by Turkic nomads, who were becoming the most dominant ethnic group in the region.[238] Originally the relationship was largely cooperative but in 630, the Tang dynasty began an offensive against the Turks by capturing areas of the Ordos Desert.[239] In the 8th century, Islam began to penetrate the region and soon became the sole
faith of most of the population, though Buddhism remained strong in the east.[240] From the 9th to 13th centuries, Central Asia was divided among several powerful states, including the Samanid,[241] Seljuk,[242] and Khwarazmian Empires. These states were succeeded by the Mongols in the 13th century.[243] In 1370, Timur, a Turkic leader in the
Mongol military tradition, conquered most of the region and founded the Timurid Empire.[244] Timur's large empire collapsed soon after his death,[245] but his descendants retained control of a core area in Central Asia and Iran.[246] They oversaw the Timurid Renaissance of art and architecture.[247]Main articles: History of Europe and Middle
AgesNotre-Dame de Paris, FranceSince at least the 4th century, Christianity has played a prominent role in shaping the culture, values, and institutions of Western civilization, primarily through Catholicism and later also Protestantism.[248] Europe during the Early Middle Ages was characterized by depopulation, deurbanization, and barbarian
invasions, all of which had begun in late antiquity.[249] The barbarian invaders formed their own new kingdoms in the remains of the Western Roman Empire.[250] Although there were substantial changes in society and political structures, most of the new kingdoms incorporated existing Roman institutions.[251] Christianity expanded in Western
Europe, and monasteries were founded.[252] In the 7th and 8th centuries, the Franks under the Carolingian dynasty established an empire covering much of Western Europe;[253] it lasted until the 9th century, when it succumbed to pressure from new invadersthe Vikings, Magyars, and Arabs.[254] It split into West Francia and East Francia, which
developed into middle ages France and the Holy Roman Empire, middle ages Germany. During the Carolingian era, churches developed a form of musical notation called neume which became the basis for the modern notation system.[255] Kievan Rus' expanded from its capital in Kiev to become the largest state in Europe by the 10th century. In 988,
Vladimir the Great adopted Orthodox Christianity as the state religion.[256]13th-century French historiated initial with the three classes of medieval society: those who prayed (the clergy), those who fought (the knights), and those who worked (the peasantry)During the High Middle Ages, which began after 1000, the population of Europe increased as
technological and agricultural innovations allowed trade to flourish and crop yields to increase.[257] The establishment of the feudal system affected the structure of medieval society. It included manorialism, the organization of peasants into villages that owed rents and labor service to nobles, and vassalage, a political structure whereby knights and
lower-status nobles owed military service to their overlords in return for the right to rents from lands and manors.[258] Kingdoms became more centralized after the decentralizing effects of the breakup of the Carolingian Empire.[259] In 1054, the Great Schism between the Catholic and Eastern Orthodox Churches led to the prominent cultural
differences between Western and Eastern Europe.[260] The Crusades were a series of religious wars waged by Christians to wrest control of the Holy Land from the Muslims and succeeded for long enough to establish some Crusader states in the Levant.[261] Italian merchants imported slaves to work in households or in sugar processing.[262]
Intellectual life was marked by scholasticism and the founding of universities, while the building of Gothic cathedrals and churches was one of the outstanding artistic achievements of the age.[263] The Middle Ages witnessed the first sustained urbanization of Northern and Western Europe and lasted until the beginning of the early modern period in
the 16th century.[264]The Mongols reached Europe in 1236 and conquered Kievan Rus', along with briefly invading Poland and Hungary.[265] Lithuania cooperated with the Mongols but remained independent and in the late 14th century formed a personal union with Poland.[266] The Late Middle Ages were marked by difficulties and calamities.
[267] Famine, plague, and war devastated the population of Western Europe.[268] The Black Death alone killed approximately 75 to 200million people between 1347 and 1350.[269] It was one of the deadliest pandemics in human history. Starting in Asia, the disease reached the Mediterranean and Western Europe during the late 1340s,[270] and
killed tens of millions of Europeans in six years; between a quarter and a third of the population perished.[271]Further information: History of AfricaSub-Saharan Africa was home to many different civilizations. In Nubia, the Kingdom of Kush was succeeded by the Christian kingdoms of Makuria, Alodia, and Nobatia. In the 7th century, Makuria
conquered Nobatia to become the dominant power in the region and resisted Muslim expansion.[272] They later entered a severe decline following civil war and Arab migrations to the Sudan and had disintegrated by the 15th century, giving rise to the Funj Sultanate.[273]0ne of the eleven Rock-hewn Churches of Lalibela constructed during the
Zagwe dynasty in Ethiopialn the Horn of Africa, Islam spread among the Somalis, while the Kingdom of Aksum declined from the 7th century following Muslim dominance over the Red Sea trade, and collapsed in the 10th century.[274] The Zagwe dynasty emerged in the 12th century and contested hegemony with the Sultanate of Shewa and the
powerful Kingdom of Damot.[275] In the 13th century, the Zagwe were overthrown by the Solomonic dynasty of the Ethiopian Empire, while Shewa gave way to the Walashma dynasty of the Sultanate of Ifat.[276] Ethiopia emerged victorious against Ifat and occupied the Muslim states.[277] The Ajuran Sultanate rose on the Horn's east coast to
dominate the Indian Ocean trade.[278] Ifat was succeeded by the Adal Sultanate who reconquered much of the Muslim lands.[279]In the Sahel region of West Africa, the Ghana Empire formed from between the 2nd and 8th centuries, while from the 7th century the Gao Empire ruled to its east.[280][281] Almoravid capture of royal Aoudaghost led to
Ghanas conversion to Islam in the 11th century,[282] and climatic changes led to Ghana's conquest by its vassal Sosso in the 13th century.[283] Sosso was quickly overthrown by the Mali Empire who conquered Gao and dominated the trans-Saharan trade.[284] The Mossi Kingdoms were established to its south.[285] To the east, the KanemBornu
Empire ruled from the 6th century, and projected power over the Hausa Kingdoms.[286][287] The 15th century saw the crumbling of the Mali Empire, with the dominant power in the region becoming the Songhai Empire centered on Gao.[288]Benin Bronze head from Nigerialn the forest regions of West Africa, various kingdoms and empires
flourished, such as the Yoruba empires of Ife and Oyo,[289] the Igbo Kingdom of Nri,[290] the Edo Kingdom of Benin (famous for its art),[291] the Dagomba Kingdom of Dagbon,[292] and the Akan kingdom of Bonoman.[293] They came into contact with the Portuguese in the 15th century which saw the start of the Atlantic slave trade.In the Congo
Basin by the 13th century there were three main confederations of states: the Seven Kingdoms, Mpemba, and one led by Vungu.[294]:2425 In the 14th century the Kingdom of Kongo emerged and dominated the region.[294] Further east, the Luba Empire was founded in the Upemba Depression in the 15th century.[295] In the northern Great Lakes,
the Empire of Kitara rose around the 11th century, famed for its total lack of written record. It collapsed in the 15th century following Luo migrations to the region.[296]On the Swahili coast the Swabhili city-states thrived off of the Indian Ocean trade and gradually Islamized, giving rise to the Kilwa Sultanate from the 10th century.[297][298]
Madagascar was settled by Austronesian peoples between the 5th and 7th centuries, as societies organized at the behest of hasina.[299]:43,5253 In Southern Africa, early kingdoms included Mapela and Mapungubwe,[300] followed by the Kingdom of Zimbabwe in the 13th century, and the Mutapa Empire in the 15th century.[301]Main article:
History of IndiaChennakesava Temple, Belur, IndiaAfter the fall of the Gupta Empire in 550CE, North India was divided into a complex and fluid network of smaller kingdoms.[302] Early Muslim incursions began in the northwest in 711CE, when the Arab Umayyad Caliphate conquered much of present-day Pakistan.[216] The Arab military advance
was largely halted at that point, but Islam still spread in India, largely due to the influence of Arab merchants along the western coast.[206] The 9th century saw the Tripartite Struggle for control of North India between the Pratihara, Pala, and Rashtrakuta Empires.[303]Post-classical dynasties in South India included those of the Chalukyas,
Hoysalas, and Cholas.[304] Literature, architecture, sculpture, and painting flourished under the patronage of these kings.[305] Some of the other important states that emerged in South India during this time included the Bahmani Sultanate and the Vijayanagara Empire.[306]Main articles: History of East Asia and History of SiberiaAfter a period of
relative disunity, China was reunified by the Sui dynasty in 589.[307] Under the succeeding Tang dynasty (618907), China entered a golden age during which political stability and economic prosperity were accompanied by literary and artistic accomplishment, like the poetry of Li Bai and Du Fu.[308][309] The Sui and Tang instituted the long-lasting
imperial examination system, under which administrative positions were open only to those who passed an arduous test on Confucian thought and the Chinese classics.[310] China competed with Tibet (618842) for control of areas in Inner Asia.[311] However, the Tang dynasty eventually splintered. After half a century of turmoil, the Song dynasty
reunified much of China.[312] Pressure from nomadic empires to the north became increasingly urgent.[313] By 1127, northern China had been lost to the Jurchens in the JinSong Wars, and the Mongols conquered all of China in 1279.[314] After about a century of Mongol Yuan dynasty rule, the ethnic Chinese reasserted control with the founding of
the Ming dynasty in 1368.[313]Battle during the 1281 Mongol invasion of Japanln Japan, the imperial lineage was established during the 3rd centuryCE, and a centralized state developed during the Yamato period (c. 300710).[315] Buddhism was introduced, and there was an emphasis on the adoption of elements of Chinese culture and Confucianism.
[316] The Nara period (710794) was characterized by the appearance of a nascent literary culture, as well as the development of Buddhist-inspired artwork and architecture.[317] The Heian period (7941185) saw the peak of imperial power, followed by the rise of militarized clans and the samurai.[318] It was during the Heian period that Murasaki
Shikibu penned The Tale of Genji, sometimes considered the world's first novel.[319] From 1185 to 1868, Japan was dominated by powerful regional lords (daimyos) and the military rule of warlords (shoguns) such as the Ashikaga and Tokugawa shogunates.[320] The emperor remained but did not wield significant influence.[321] Meanwhile, the
power of merchants grew.[322] An influential art style known as ukiyo-e arose during the Tokugawa years, consisting of woodblock prints which originally depicted famous courtesans.[323]Post-classical Korea saw the end of the Three Kingdoms era, in which the kingdoms of Goguryeo, Baekje, and Silla had competed for hegemony.[324] This period
ended when Silla conquered Baekje in 660 and Goguryeo in 668,[325] marking the beginning of the Northern and Southern States period, with Unified Silla in the south and Balhae, a successor state to Goguryeo, in the north.[326] In 892CE, this arrangement reverted to the Later Three Kingdoms, with Goguryeo[o] emerging as dominant, unifying the
entire peninsula by 936.[327] The founding Goryeo dynasty ruled until 1392, succeeded by the Joseon dynasty,[328] which ruled for approximately 500 years.[329]In Mongolia, Genghis Khan united various Mongol and Turkic tribes under one banner in 1206.[330] The Mongol Empire expanded to comprise all of China and Central Asia, as well as large
parts of Russia and the Middle East, to become the largest contiguous empire in history.[331] After Mngke Khan died in 1259,[332] the Mongol Empire was divided into four successor states: the Yuan Dynasty in China, the Chagatai Khanate in Central Asia, the Golden Horde in Eastern Europe and Russia, and the Ilkhanate in Iran.[333]Main article:
History of Southeast AsiaAngkor Wat temple complex, Cambodia, early 12th centuryThe Southeast Asian polity of Funan, which had originated in the 2nd centuryCE, went into decline in the 6th century as Chinese trade routes shifted away from its ports. It was replaced by the Khmer Empire in 802CE.[334] The capital city of the Khmers at Angkor
was the most extensive city in the world before the industrial age and contained Angkor Wat, the world's largest religious monument.[335] The Sukhothai (mid-13th century) and Ayutthaya Kingdoms (1351) were major powers of the Thais, who were influenced by the Khmers.[336]Starting in the 9th century, the Pagan Kingdom rose to prominence in
modern Myanmar.[337] Its collapse brought about political fragmentation that ended with the rise of the Toungoo Empire in the 16th century.[338] Other notable kingdoms of the period include Srivijaya[339] and Lavo (both coming into prominence in the 7th century), Champal[340] and Hariphunchai (both about 750),[341] i Vit (968),[342] Lan Na
(13th century),[343] Majapahit (1293),[344] Lan Xang (1353),[345] and Ava (1365).[346] Hinduism and Buddhism had been spreading in Southeast Asia since the 1st centuryCE when, beginning in the 13th century, Islam arrived and made its way to regions such as present-day Indonesia.[347] This period also saw the emergence of the Malay states,
including Brunei and Malacca.[348] In the Philippines, several polities were formed such as Tondo, Cebu, and Butuan.[349]Main article: History of OceaniaMoai, Easter Island[350]The Polynesians, descendants of the Lapita peoples, colonized vast reaches of Remote Oceania beginning around 1000CE.[351][p] Their voyages resulted in the
colonization of hundreds of islands including the Marquesas, Hawaii, Rapa Nui (Easter Island), and New Zealand.[353]The Tui Tonga Empire was founded in the 10th centuryCE and expanded between 1250 and 1500.[354] Tongan culture, language, and hegemony spread widely throughout eastern Melanesia, Micronesia, and central Polynesia during
this period.[355] They influenced east 'Uvea, Rotuma, Futuna, Samoa, and Niue, as well as specific islands and parts of Micronesia, Vanuatu, and New Caledonia.[356] In Northern Australia, there is evidence that Aboriginal Australians regularly traded with Makassan trepangers from Indonesia before the arrival of Europeans.[357] In Aboriginal
societies, leadership was based on achievement while the social structure of Polynesian societies was characterized by hereditary chiefdoms.[358]Main article: History of the AmericasMaya observatory, Chichen Itza, MexicoMachu Picchu, Inca Empire, Peruln North America, this period saw the rise of the Mississippian culture in the modern-day
United States c.950CE,[359] marked by the extensive 11th-century urban complex at Cahokia.[360] The Ancestral Puebloans and their predecessors (9th13th centuries) built extensive permanent settlements, including stone structures that remained the largest buildings in North America until the 19th century.[361]In Mesoamerica, the Teotihuacan
civilization fell and the classic Maya collapse occurred.[362] The Aztec Empire came to dominate much of Mesoamerica in the 14th and 15th centuries.[363]In South America, the 15th century saw the rise of the Inca.[211] The Inca Empire, with its capital at Cusco, spanned the entire Andes, making it the most extensive pre-Columbian civilization.
[364] The Inca were prosperous and advanced, known for an excellent road system and elegant stonework.[365]Main articles: Early modern period and Timelines of modern historyThe early modern period is the era following the European Middle Ages until 1789 or 1800.[q] A common break with the medieval period is placed between 1450 and 1500
which includes a number of significant events: the fall of Constantinople to the Ottoman Empire, the spread of printing and European voyages of discovery to America and along the African coast.[367] The nature of warfare evolved as the size and organization of military forces on land and sea increased, alongside the wider propagation of gunpowder.
[368] The early modern period is significant for the start of proto-globalization,[369] increaslingly centralized bureaucratic states[370] and early forms of capitalism.[366] European powers also began colonizing large parts of the world through maritime empires: first the Portuguese and Spanish Empires, then the French, English, and Dutch Empires.
[371] Historians still debate the causes of Europe's rise, which is known as the Great Divergence.[372]Japanese depiction of a Portuguese carrack, a result of globalizing maritime tradeCapitalist economies emerged, initially in the northern Italian republics and some Asian port cities.[373] European states practiced mercantilism by implementing one-
sided trade policies designed to benefit the mother country at the expense of its colonies.[374] Starting at the end of the 15th century, the Portuguese established trading posts across Africa, Asia, and Brazil, for commodities like gold and spices while also practicing slavery.[375] In the 17th century, private chartered companies were established, such
as the English East India Company in 1600 often described as the first multinational corporation and the Dutch East India Company in 1602.[376] Meanwhile, in much of the European sphere, serfdom declined and eventually disappeared while the power of the Catholic Church waned.[377]The Age of Discovery was the first period in which the Old
World engaged in substantial cultural, material, and biological exchange with the New World. It began in the late 15th century, when Portugal and Castile sent the first exploratory voyages to the Americas, where Christopher Columbus first arrived in 1492. Global integration continued as European colonization of the Americas initiated the Columbian
exchange: the exchange of plants, animals, foods, human populations (including slaves), communicable diseases, and culture between the Eastern and Western Hemispheres.[378] It was one of history's most important global events, involving ecology and agriculture.[379] New crops brought from the Americas by 16th-century European seafarers
substantially contributed to world population growth.[380]The Ottoman Empire quickly came to dominate the Middle East after conquering Constantinople in 1453, which marked the end of the Byzantine Empire.[381] Persia came under the rule of the Safavids in 1501,[382] succeeded by the Afshars in 1736, the Zands in 1751, and the Qajars in
1794.[383] The Safavids established Shia Islam as Persia's official religion, thus giving Persia a separate identity from its Sunni neighbors.[384] Along with the Mughals in India, the Ottomans and Safavids are known as the gunpowder empires because of their early adoption of firearms.[385] Throughout the 16th century the Ottomans conquered all
of North Africa save for Morocco, which came under the rule of the Saadi dynasty at the same time, and then the Alawi dynasty in the 17th century.[386][387][388] At the end of the 18th century, the Russian Empire began its conquest of the Caucasus.[389] The Uzbeks replaced the Timurids as the preeminent power in Central Asia.[390]Main article:
Early modern EuropeSee also: Renaissance, Reformation, and Age of EnlightenmentFlorence, birthplace of the Italian RenaissanceThe early modern period in Europe was an era of intense intellectual ferment. The Renaissance the "rebirth" of classical culture, beginning in Italy in the 14th century and extending into the 16th[r] comprised the
rediscovery of the classical world's cultural, scientific, and technological achievements, and the economic and social rise of Europe.[392] This period is also celebrated for its artistic and literary attainments.[393] Petrarch's poetry, Giovanni Boccaccio's Decameron, and the paintings and sculptures of Leonardo da Vinci and Albrecht Drer, as part of
the Northern Renaissance, are some of the great works of the age.[393] After the Renaissance came the Reformation, an anti-clerical theological and social movement started in Germany by Martin Luther that resulted in the creation of Protestant Christianity.[394]The Renaissance also engendered a culture of inquisitiveness which ultimately led to
humanism[395] and the Scientific Revolution, an effort to understand the natural world through direct observation and experiment.[396] The success of the new scientific techniques inspired attempts to apply them to political and social affairs, known as the Enlightenment, by thinkers such as John Locke and Immanuel Kant.[397] This development
was accompanied by secularization as a continued decline of the influence of religious beliefs and authorities in the public and private spheres.[398] Johannes Gutenberg's invention of movable type printing in 1440[s] helped spread the ideas of the new intellectual movements.[400]Wittenberg, birthplace of ProtestantismIn addition to changes
wrought by incipient capitalism and colonialism, early modern Europeans experienced an increase in the power of the state.[401] Absolute monarchs in France, Russia, the Habsburg lands, and Prussia produced powerful centralized states, with strong armies and efficient bureaucracies, all under the control of the king.[402] In Russia, Ivan the
Terrible was crowned in 1547 as the first tsar of Russia, and by annexing the Turkic khanates in the east, transformed Russia into a regional power, eventually replacing the Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth as a major power in Eastern Europe.[403] The countries of Western Europe, while expanding prodigiously through technological advances and
colonial conquest, competed with each other economically and militarily in a state of almost constant war.[404] Wars of particular note included the Thirty Years' War, the War of the Spanish Succession, the Seven Years' War, and the French Revolutionary Wars.[405] The French Revolution, starting in 1789, laid the groundwork of liberal democracy
by overthrowing monarchy. It led to the rise of Napoleon Bonaparte and the subsequent Napoleonic Wars of the early 19th century.[406]In the Horn of Africa, there was the Oromo expansion in the 16th century, which weakened Ethiopia and caused Adal's collapse. Ajuran was succeeded by the Geledi Sultanate.[407] In the late 19th and early 20th
centuries, Ethiopia rapidly expanded.[408]In West Africa, the Songhai Empire fell to Moroccan invasion in the late 16th century.[409] They were succeeded by the Bamana Empire. The Fula jihads beginning in the 18th century led to the establishment of the Sokoto Caliphate, the Massina Empire, and the Tukulor Empire.[410][411][412] In the forest
regions, the Asante Empire was established in present-day Ghana.[413] Between 1515 and 1800, 8million Africans were exported in the Atlantic slave trade.[414]In the Congo Basin, Kongo fought three wars against the Portuguese who had begun colonizing Angola, ending in the conquest of Ndongo in the 17th century.[415] Further east, the Lunda
Empire rose to dominate the region.[416] It fell to the Chokwe in the 19th century.[417] In the northern Great Lakes, there were the kingdoms of Bunyoro-Kitara, Buganda, and Rwanda among others.[418]Kilwa was conquered by the Portuguese in the 16th century as they began colonizing Mozambique. They were defeated by the Omani Empire who
took control of the Swahili coast.[419] In Madagascar the 16th century onward saw the emergence of Imerina, the Betsileo kingdoms, and the Sakalava empire;[420] Imerina conquered most of the island in the 19th century.[421] In the Zambezi Basin Mutapa was followed by the Rozvi Empire,[422] with Maravi around Lake Malawi to its north.[423]
Mthwakazi succeeded Rozvi.[424] Further south, the Dutch began colonizing South Africa in the 16th century, who lost it to the British.[425] In the 19th century Dutch settlers formed various Boer Republics, while the Mfecane ravaged the region and led to the establishment of various African kingdoms.[426]Taj Mahal, Mughal Empire, Indialn the
Indian subcontinent, the Mughal Empire was established under Babur in 1526 and lasted for two centuries.[427] Starting in the northwest, it brought the entire subcontinent under Muslim rule by the late 17th century,[428] except for the southernmost Indian provinces, which remained independent.[429] To resist the Muslim rulers, the Hindu
Maratha Empire was founded by Shivaji on the western coast in 1674.[430] The Marathas gradually gained territory from the Mughals over several decades, particularly in the MughalMaratha Wars (16801707).[431]Sikhism developed at the end of the 15th century from the spiritual teachings of ten gurus.[432] In 1799, Ranjit Singh established the
Sikh Empire in the Punjab.[433]Ming dynasty section, Great Wall of Chinaln 1644, the Ming were supplanted by the Qing,[434] the last Chinese imperial dynasty, which ruled until 1912.[435] Japan experienced its AzuchiMomoyama period (15681600), followed by the Edo period (16001868).[436] The Korean Joseon dynasty (13921910) ruled
throughout this period, repelling invasions from Japan and China in the 16th and 17th centuries.[437] Expanded maritime trade with Europe significantly affected China and Japan during this period, particularly through the Portuguese in Macau and the Dutch in Nagasaki.[438] However, China and Japan later pursued isolationist policies[t] designed
to eliminate foreign influences.[439]In 1511, the Portuguese overthrew the Malacca Sultanate in present-day Malaysia and Indonesian Sumatra.[440] The Portuguese held this important trading territory (and the valuable associated navigational strait) until overthrown by the Dutch in 1641.[376] The Johor Sultanate, centered on the southern tip of
the Malay Peninsula, became the dominant trading power in the region.[441]European colonization expanded with the Dutch in Indonesia, the Portuguese in Timor, and the Spanish in the Philippines.[442]The Pacific Islands of Oceania were also affected by European contact, starting with the circumnavigational voyage of Ferdinand Magellan
(15191522),[u] who landed in the Marianas and other islands.[443] Abel Tasman (16421644) sailed to present-day Australia, New Zealand, and nearby islands.[444] James Cook (17681779) made the first recorded European contact with Hawaii.[445] In 1788, Britain founded its first Australian colony.[446]Several European powers colonized the
Americas, largely displacing the native populations and conquering the advanced civilizations of the Aztecs and Inca.[447] Diseases introduced by Europeans devastated American societies, killing 6090million people by 1600 and reducing the population by 9095%.[448] In some cases, colonial policies included the deliberate genocide of indigenous
peoples.[449] Spain, Portugal, Britain, and France all made extensive territorial claims, and undertook large-scale settlement, including the importation of large numbers of African slaves.[450] One side-effect of the slave trade was cultural exchange through which various African traditions found their way to the Americas, including cuisine, music,
and dance.[451][v] Portugal claimed Brazil, while Spain seized the rest of South America, Mesoamerica, and southern North America.[452] The Spanish mined and exported prodigious amounts of gold and silver, leading to a surge in inflation known as the Price Revolution in the 16th and 17th centuries in Western Europe.[453]In North America,
Britain colonized the east coast while France settled the central region.[454] Russia made incursions into the northwest coast of North America, with its first colony in present-day Alaska in 1784,[455] and the outpost of Fort Ross in present-day California in 1812.[456] France lost its North American territory to England and Spain after the Seven
Years' War (17561763).[457] Britain's Thirteen Colonies declared independence as the United States in 1776, ratified by the Treaty of Paris in 1783, ending the American Revolutionary War.[458] In 1791, African slaves launched a successful rebellion in the French colony of Saint-Domingue. France won back its continental claims from Spain in 1800,
but sold them to the United States in the Louisiana Purchase of 1803.[459]Main articles: Modern era, 19th century, 20th century, and 21st centuryMain article: Long nineteenth centurySee also: Age of Revolution and New ImperialismJames Watt's steam engine powered the Industrial Revolution.The long nineteenth century traditionally starts with
the French Revolution in 1789,[w] and lasts until the outbreak of World War I in 1914.[462] It saw the global spread of the Industrial Revolution, the greatest transformation of the world economy since the Neolithic Revolution.[463] The Industrial Revolution began in Great Britain around 1770 and used new modes of productionthe factory, mass
production, and mechanizationto manufacture a wide array of goods faster while using less labor than previously required.[464]Industrialization raised the global standard of living but caused upheaval as factory owners and workers clashed over wages and working conditions.[465] Along with industrialization came modern globalization, the
increasing interconnection of world regions in the economic, political, and cultural spheres.[466] Globalization began in the early 19th century and was enabled by improved transportation technologies such as railroads and steamships.[467]Empires of the world in 1898European empires lost territories in Latin America, which won independence by
the 1820s through military campaigns,[468] but expanded elsewhere as their industrial economies gave them an advantage over the rest of the world.[469] Britain gained control of the Indian subcontinent, Burma, Malaya, North Borneo, Hong Kong, and Aden; the French took Indochina; and the Dutch cemented their rule over Indonesia.[470] The
British also colonized Canada, Australia, New Zealand, and South Africa with large numbers of British colonists emigrating to these colonies.[471]Russia colonized large pre-agricultural areas of Siberia.[472] The United States completed its westward expansion, establishing control over the territory from the Atlantic to the Pacific coast.[473]In the
late 19th century to early 20th century, the European powers, driven by the Second Industrial Revolution, rapidly conquered and colonized almost the entirety of Africa.[474] Only Ethiopia and Liberia remained independent.[475] Imperial rule in Africa involved many atrocities such as those in the Congo Free State and the Herero and Nama genocide.
[476]Within Europe, economic and military competition fostered the creation and consolidation of nation-states, and other ethno-cultural communities began to identify themselves as distinctive nations with aspirations for their own cultural and political autonomy.[477] This nationalism became important to peoples across the world in the 19th and
20th centuries.[478] In the first wave of democratization, between 1828 and 1926, democratic institutions were established in 33 countries worldwide.[479]Most of the world abolished slavery and serfdom in the 19th century.[480] Over several decades, beginning in the late 19th century and continuing throughout the 20th,[481] in many countries the
women's suffrage movement won women the right to vote,[482] and women began to enjoy greater access to education and to professions beyond domestic employment.[483]The first airplane, the Wright Flyer, flew on 17 December 1903.In response to encroachment by European powers, several countries undertook programs of industrialization and
political reform along Western lines.[484] The Meiji Restoration in Japan led to the establishment of a colonial empire, while the tanzimat reforms in the Ottoman Empire did little to slow the Ottoman decline.[485] China achieved some success with its Self-Strengthening Movement but was devastated by the Taiping Rebellion, history's bloodiest civil
war, which between 1850 and 1864 killed 2030million people.[486]By the end of the century, the United States became the world's largest economy.[487] During the Second Industrial Revolution, new technological advances, involving electric power, the internal combustion engine, and assembly-line manufacturing, further increased productivity.
[488] Technological innovations also provided new avenues for artistic expression through the media of photography, sound recording, and film.[489]Meanwhile, industrial pollution and environmental degradation accelerated drastically.[490] Balloon flight had been invented in the late 18th century, but it was only at the beginning of the 20th century
that powered aircraft were developed.[491]The 20th century opened with Europe at an apex of wealth and power.[492] Much of the world was under its direct colonial control or its indirect influence through heavily Europeanized nations like the United States and Japan.[493] As the century unfolded, however, the global system dominated by rival
powers experienced severe strains and ultimately yielded to a more fluid structure of independent nation states.[494]Main articles: World War I and World War IIThis transformation was catalyzed by wars of unparalleled scope and devastation. World War I was a global conflict from 1914 to 1918 between the Allies, led by France, Russia, and the
United Kingdom, and the Central Powers, led by Germany, Austria-Hungary, the Ottoman Empire, and Bulgaria. It had an estimated death toll ranging from 10 to 22.5million and resulted in the collapse of four empires the Austro-Hungarian, German, Ottoman, and Russian Empires.[495] Its new emphasis on industrial technology had made traditional
military tactics obsolete.[496]The Armenian, Assyrian, and Greek genocides saw the systematic destruction, mass murder, and expulsion of those populations in the Ottoman Empire.[497] From 1918 to 1920, the Spanish flu caused the deaths of at least 25million people.[498]In the war's aftermath a League of Nations was formed in the hope of
averting future international conflicts;[499] and powerful ideologies rose to prominence. The Russian Revolution of 1917 created the first communist state,[500] while the 1920s and 1930s saw fascist political parties gain control in Italy and Germany.[501][x] The Soviet Union, during Joseph Stalin's rule from 1924 to 1953, committed countless
atrocities against its own people, including mass purges, forced labor camps, and widespread famine caused by state policies.[503]Ongoing national rivalries, exacerbated by the economic turmoil of the Great Depression, helped precipitate World War I1.[504] In that war, the vast majority of the world's countries, including all the great powers, fought
as part of two opposing military alliances: the Allies and the Axis. The leading Axis powers were Germany, Japan, and Italy;[505] while the United Kingdom, the United States, the Soviet Union, and the Republic of China were the "Big Four" Allied powers.[506]Atomic bombing of Nagasaki, 1945The militaristic governments of Germany and Japan
pursued an ultimately doomed course of imperialist expansionism. In the course of doing so, Germany orchestrated the genocide of 6million Jews in the Holocaust, and of millions of non-Jews across German-occupied Europe,[507] while Japan murdered millions of Chinese.[508] The war also saw the introduction and use of nuclear weapons, which
brought unprecedented destruction and ultimately led to Japan's surrender.[509] Estimates of the war's total casualties range from 55 to 80million.[510]Main article: Contemporary historyWhen World War II ended in 1945, the United Nations was founded in the hope of preventing future wars,[511] as the League of Nations had been formed following
World War 1.[512] The United Nations championed the human rights movement, in 1948 adopting a Universal Declaration of Human Rights.[513] Several European countries formed what would evolve into a 27-member-state economic and political community, the European Union.[514]World War II had opened the way for the advance of communism
into Eastern and Central Europe, China, North Korea, North Vietnam, and Cuba.[515] To contain this advance, the United States established a global network of alliances.[516] The largest, NATO, was established in 1949 and eventually grew to include 32 member states.[517] In response, in 1955 the Soviet Union and its Eastern European allies
formed the Warsaw Pact mutual-defense treaty.[518]Fall of the Berlin Wall, 1989The United States and the Soviet Union emerged as the primary global powers in the aftermath of World War I1.[519] Both nations harbored deep suspicions and fears about the global spread of the other's political-economic system capitalism for the United States and
communism for the Soviet Union.[520] This mutual distrust sparked the Cold War, a 45-year stand-off and arms race between the two nations and their allies.[521]With the development of nuclear weapons during World War II and their subsequent proliferation, all of humanity was put at risk of nuclear war between the two superpowers, as
demonstrated by many incidents, most prominently the October 1962 Cuban Missile Crisis.[522] Such war being viewed as impractical, the superpowers instead waged proxy wars in non-nuclear-armed Third World countries.[523] The Cold War ended peacefully in 1991 after the Soviet Union collapsed,[524] partly due to its inability to compete
economically with the United States and Western Europe.[525]Cold War preparations to deter or fight a third world war accelerated advances in technologies that, though conceptualized before World War II, had been implemented for that war's exigencies, such as jet aircraft,[526] rocketry,[527] and computers.[528] In the decades after World War
II, these advances led to jet travel;[526] artificial satellites with innumerable applications,[529] including GPS;[530] and the Internet,[529] which in the 1990s began to gain traction as a form of communication.[531] These inventions revolutionized the movement of people, ideas, and information.[532]Last Moon landing: Apollo 17 (1972)The second
half of the 20th century also saw groundbreaking scientific and technological developments such as the discovery of the structure of DNA[533] and DNA sequencing,[534] the worldwide eradication of smallpox,[535] the Green Revolution in agriculture,[536] the discovery of plate tectonics,[537] the moon landings,[538] crewed and uncrewed



exploration of space,[539] advances in energy technologies,[540] and foundational discoveries in physics phenomena ranging from the smallest entities (particle physics) to the greatest (physical cosmology).[537]These technical innovations had far-reaching effects.[541] During the 20th century the world's population quadrupled to six billion, while
world economic output increased by a factor of 20.[542] Toward the end of the 20th century, the rate of population growth started to decline, in part because of increased awareness of family planning and better access to contraceptives.[543] Parts of the world now have sub-replacement fertility rates.[544]Public health measures and advances in
medical science contributed to a sharp increase in global life expectancy at birth from about 31 years in 1900 to over 66 years in 2000.[545][y] In 1820, 75% of humanity lived on less than one dollar a day, while in 2001 only about 20% did.[547] At the same time, economic inequality increased both within individual countries and between rich and
poor countries.[548] The importance of public education had already begun to increase in the 18th and 19th centuries[z] but it was not until the end of the 20th and the beginning of the 21st century that compulsory free education was provided to most children worldwide.[550][aa]In China, the Maoist government implemented industrialization and
collectivization policies as part of the Great Leap Forward (19581962), leading to the starvation deaths (19591961) of 3040million people.[552] After these policies were rescinded, China entered a period of economic liberalization and rapid growth, with the economy expanding by 6.6% per year from 1978 to 2003.[553]In the postwar decades, in a
process of decolonization, the African, Asian, and Oceanian colonies of European empires won their formal independence.[554] Postcolonial states in Africa struggled to grow their economies, facing structural barriers such as reliance on the export of commodities rather than manufactured goods.[555] Sub-Saharan Africa was the world region hit
hardest by the HIV/AIDS pandemic of the late 20th century.[556] Moreover, Africa experienced high levels of violence, as in the Second Congo War (19982003), the deadliest conflict since World War I1.[557]The Near East experienced numerous conflicts, including the Iran-Iraq War, the first and second Gulf wars, and the Syrian Civil War, as well as
tensions and conflicts between Israel and Palestine.[558] Development efforts in Latin America were hindered by over-reliance on commodity exports[559] and by political instability, some of it caused by United States involvement in regime change in Latin America.[560]Shanghai. China urbanized rapidly in the 21st century.COVID-19 pandemic,
2020The early 21st century was marked by growing economic globalization and integration,[561] which brought both benefits and risks to interlinked economies, as exemplified by the Great Recession of the late 2000s and early 2010s.[562] Communications expanded, with smartphones and social media becoming ubiquitous worldwide by the mid-
2010s. By the early 2020s, artificial intelligence systems improved to the point of outperforming humans at many circumscribed tasks.[563]The influence of religion continued to decline in many Western countries, while some parts of the Muslim world saw the rise of fundamentalist movements.[564] In 2020, the COVID-19 pandemic substantially
disrupted global trading, caused recessions in the global economy, and spurred cultural paradigm shifts.[565]Concerns grew as existential threats from environmental degradation and global warming became increasingly evident,[566] while mitigation efforts, including a shift to sustainable energy, made gradual progress.[567]The study of human
history has a long tradition and early precursors were already practiced in the ancient period as attempts to provide comprehensive accounts of the history of the world.[ab] Most research before the 20th century focused on histories of individual communities and societies after the prehistoric period. This changed in the late 20th century, when
attempts to integrate the diverse narratives into a common context reaching back to the emergence of the first humans became a central research topic.[569] This transition to a widened perspective was accompanied by questioning Eurocentrism and the Western-focused perspective that had previously dominated academic history.[570]Like in other
historical disciplines, the methodology of analyzing textual sources to construct narratives and interpretations of past events plays a central role in the study of human history. The scope of its topic poses the unique challenge of synthesizing a coherent and comprehensive narrative spanning different cultures, regions, and time periods while taking
diverse individual perspectives into account. This is also reflected in its interdisciplinary approach by integrating insights from fields belonging to the humanities and the social, biological, and physical sciences, such as other historical disciplines, archaeology, anthropology, linguistics, genetics, paleontology, and geology. The interdisciplinary
approach is of particular importance to the study of human history before the invention of writing.[571]To provide an accessible overview, historians divide human history into different periods organized around key themes, events, or developments that have shaped human societies over time. The number of periods and their time frames depend on
the chosen topics, and the transitions between periods are often more fluid than static periodization schemes suggest.[572]A traditionally influential periodization in European scholarship distinguishes between the ancient, medieval, and modern periods[573] organized around historical events responsible for major shifts in political, economic, and
cultural structures to mark the transitions between the periods: first the fall of the Western Roman Empire and later the emergence of the Renaissance.[574] Another periodization divides human history into three periods based on the way humans engage with nature to produce goods. The first transition happened with the emergence of agriculture
and husbandry to replace hunting and gathering as the main means of food production. The Industrial Revolution constitutes the second transition.[575] A further approach uses the relations between societies to divide the history of the world into the periods of Middle Eastern dominance before 500BCE, Eurasian cultural balance until 1500CE, and
Western dominance afterwards.[576] The invention of writing is often used to demark prehistory from the ancient period while another approach divides early history based on the type of tools used in the Stone, Bronze, and Iron Ages.[577] Historians focusing on religion and culture identify the Axial Age as a key turning point that laid the spiritual
and philosophical foundations of many of the world's major civilizations. Some historians draw on elements from different approaches to arrive at a more nuanced periodization.[578]" This date comes from the 2015 discovery of stone tools at the Lomekwi site in Kenya.[3] Some paleontologists propose an earlier date of 3.39million years ago based on
bones found with butchery marks on them in Dikika, Ethiopia,[4] while others dispute both the Dikika and Lomekwi findings.[5]” the African variant is sometimes called H. ergaster”™ Or perhaps earlier; the 2018 discovery of stone tools from 2.1million years ago in Shangchen, China predates the earliest known H. erectus fossils.[12]”™ Some authors
suggest a later date at around 200,000 years ago.[19]”™ The term Homo rhodesiensis is also sometimes used.”™ These dates come from a 2018 study of an upper jawbone from Misliya Cave, Israel.[29] Researchers studying a fossil skull from Apidima Cave, Greece in 2019 proposed an earlier date of 210,000 years ago.[30] The Apidima Cave study has
been challenged by other scholars.[31]" Other scholars argue in favor of a northern dispersal of humans through Central Asia into China, or a multiple dispersal model with several different routes of migration.[33]” This occurred during the African humid period, when the Sahara was much wetter than it is today.[47]" This is the traditional date for
the founding of the Xia dynasty and has not been confirmed by archaeology.[69] Chinese civilization had its origins in the earlier Yangshao and Longshan cultures (40002000BCE),[70] but the Shang is the first dynasty that can be archeologically verified (1750BCE).[71]" Various forms of proto-writing existed earlier but they did not constitute fully
developed writing system.[85]" Cuneiform texts were written by using a blunt reed as a stylus to draw symbols upon clay tablets.[87]” The Vedas contain the earliest references to India's caste system, which divided society into four hereditary classes: priests, warriors, farmers and traders, and laborers.[104]”™ The exact dates are disputed and some
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current century in the Anno Domini or Common Era, in accordance with the Gregorian calendar. It began on 1 January 2001, and will end on 31 December 2100. It is the first century of the 3rd millennium.The rise of a global economy and Third World consumerism marked the beginning of the century, along with increased private enterprise and
deepening concern over terrorism after the September 11 attacks in 2001.[1][2][3] The NATO intervention in Afghanistan and the United States-led coalition intervention in Iraq in the early 2000s, as well as the overthrow of several regimes during the Arab Spring in the early 2010s, led to mixed outcomes in the Arab world, resulting in several civil
wars and political instability.[4] The early 2020s saw an increase in wars across the world, as seen with conflicts such as the Russian invasion of Ukraine and the Gaza war.[5][6] Meanwhile, the war on drugs continues, with the focus primarily on Mexico and the rest of Latin America.[7][8] The United States has remained the sole global superpower,
while China is now considered to be an emerging superpower.In 2022, 45% of the world's population lived in "some form of democracy", although only 8% lived in "full democracies".[9] The United Nations estimates that by 2050, two-thirds of the world's population will be urbanized.[10]The world economy expanded at high rates from $42 trillion in
2000 to $101 trillion in 2022, and though many economies rose at greater levels, some gradually contracted.[a] Effects of global warming and rising sea levels exacerbated the ecological crises, with eight islands disappearing between 2007 and 2014.[11][12][13]In late 2019, the COVID-19 pandemic began to rapidly spread worldwide, causing more
than seven million reported deaths,[14] and around 18.2 to 33.5 million estimated deaths,[15] while at the same time, causing severe global economic disruption, including the largest global recession since the Great Depression in the 1930s.[16] The pandemic defined 2020 and 2021, and remained a global health crisis until May 2023.Due to the
sudden proliferation of internet-accessible mobile devices, such as smartphones becoming ubiquitous worldwide beginning in the early 2010s, more than two-thirds of the world's population obtained access to the Internet by 2023.[17] After the success of the Human Genome Project, DNA sequencing services became available and affordable.[18][19]
There were significant improvements in the complexity of artificial intelligence, with American companies, universities, and research labs pioneering advances in the field.[20][21] Research into outer space greatly accelerated in the 2020s, with the United States mainly dominating space exploration, including the James Webb Space Telescope,
Ingenuity helicopter, Lunar Gateway, and Artemis program.[22][23]There is a lack of general agreement over how to pronounce specific years of the 21st century in English. Academics have pointed out that the early years of previous centuries were commonly pronounced as, for example, "eighteen oh five" (for 1805) and "nineteen oh five" (for 1905).
[24] Generally, the early years of the 21st century were pronounced as in "two-thousand (and) five," with a change taking place around 2010, when pronunciations often shifted between the early-years form of "two-thousand and ten" and the traditionally more concise form of "twenty-ten."The Vancouver Olympics, which took place in 2010, was being
officially referred to by Vancouver 2010 as "the twenty-ten Olympics".[further explanation needed]"The twenty-first century proves daily to be extraordinarily challenging."[25] Notes on ComplexityTechnologies such as ultrasound, prenatal genetic testing, and genetic engineering have advanced significantly. Due to sex-selective abortion, fewer girls
have been born in the 21st century (and since the early 1980s) compared to past centuries, mostly because of son preference in East and South Asia. In 2014, only 47% of Indian births were of girls.[26] This has led to an increase in bachelors in countries such as China and India. The first genetically modified children were born November 2018 in
China to significant controversy, beginning a new biological era for the human species.[27]Anxiety[28] and depression[29] rates have risen in the United States and many other parts of the world. However, suicide rates have fallen in Europe and most of the rest of the world so far this century, declining 29% globally between 2000 and 2018, despite
rising 18% in the United States in the same period. The decline in suicide has been most notable among Chinese and Indian women, the elderly, and middle-aged Russian men.[30][31]Shanghai has become a symbol of the recent economic boom of China.The entire written works of humanity, from the beginning of recorded history to 2003, in all
known languages, are estimated to amount to five exabytes of data.[32][33] Since 2003, with the beginning of social media and "user-generated content", the same amount of data is created every two days.[34] With the Al boom of the 2020s gaining international prominence, as of 2024, mass-produced Al slop comprised over half of the Internet.
[35]Telecommunications in the early 21st century are much more advanced and universal than they were in the late 20th century. Only a few percent of the world's population were Internet users and cellular phone owners in the late 1990s; while as of 2023, 67% of the world's population is online,[17] and 78% of all people aged 10 and above own a
mobile phone.[36] In the 2010s, artificial intelligence, mainly in the form of deep learning and machine learning, became more prevalent and in the early 2020s, with the rise of generative AI, the AI boom began. As of 2022, 8.6% of the world's population still lacked access to electricity.[37]India's Prayag Kumbh Mela is regarded as the world's largest
religious festival.In 2001, Dennis Tito became the first space tourist, beginning the era of commercial spaceflight. Meanwhile China and India have made substantial strides in their space programs. On 3 January 2019, China landed a robotic spacecraft on the far side of the Moon, the first to do so0.[38] On 23 August 2023, with the Chandrayaan-3
Mission, India became the first country to touch down near the lunar south pole.[39]Further information: International relations since 1989War and violence have declined considerably compared to the 20th century, continuing the post-World War II trend called Long Peace. However, since the beginning of the 2020s, geopolitical tensions and wars
have been rising across the world, as seen with the Russian invasion of Ukraine and Gaza war, the Tigray war, the Sudanese civil war, and the deterioration of ChinaUnited States relations.[5][6][40] As of 2023, 14% of people in the world live within five kilometers of violent conflict; the highest number of ongoing conflicts across various regions than
at any point since World War II.[41][42]Poverty is still widespread globally, but fewer people live in the most extreme forms of poverty. In 1990, 37.9% of the world's population lived in extreme poverty; by 2022, this had dropped to just 9%.[43]The FacebookCambridge Analytica data scandal drew international attention to the possible adverse effects
of social media in influencing citizens' views, particularly regarding the 2016 United States presidential election.[further explanation needed]The world population was about 6.1 billion at the start of the 21st century and reached 8 billion by November 2022. It is estimated to reach nearly 8.6 billion by 2030,[44] and 9.8 billion by 2050. According to
the United Nations World Urbanization prospects, 60% of the world's human population is projected to live in megacities and megalopolises by 2030, 70% by 2050, and 90% by 2080.[45]Life expectancy has increased as child mortality continues to decline. A baby born in 2019, for example, will, on average (globally), live to 73 years 27 years longer
than the global average of someone born in 1950.[46] 10 million Britons (16% of the United Kingdom population) will, on average, live to 100 or older.[47]Climate change remains a serious concern; United Nations Secretary-General Antnio Guterres, for instance, has described it as an "existential threat" to humanity.[48] Furthermore, the Holocene
extinction event, the sixth-most significant extinction event in the Earth's history, continues with the widespread degradation of highly biodiverse habitats as a by-product of human activity.[49]A map of uncontacted tribes, around the start of the 21st centuryEconomically and politically, the United States and Western Europe were dominant at the
beginning of the century; by the 2010s, China became an emerging global superpower and, by some measures, the world's largest economy. In terms of purchasing power parity, India's economy became more significant than Japan's around 2011.[50]Bitcoin and other cryptocurrencies are decentralized currencies that are not controlled by any
central bank. These currencies are increasing in popularity worldwide due to the expanding availability of the internet and are mainly used as a store of value.There is an ongoing impact of technological unemployment due to automation and computerization: the rate at which jobs are disappearingdue to machines replacing themis expected to
escalate.[51] Automation alters the number of jobs and the skills demands of industries. As of 2019, the production output of first world nations' manufacturing sectors was doubled when compared to 1984 output; but it is now produced with one-third fewer workers and at significantly reduced operating costs.[52] Half of all jobs with requirements
lower than a bachelor's degree are currently in the process of being replaced with partial- or full-automation.[53]The World Economic Forum forecasted in 2018 that 65% of children entering primary school will end up in jobs or careers that currently do not yet exist.[54]A rise in the retirement age has been called for in view of an increase in life
expectancy and has been put in place in many jurisdictions.[55][56]See also: List of languages by time of extinction ListAs of 2009, Ethnologue catalogued 6,909 living human languages.[57] The exact number of known living languages will vary from 5,000 to 10,000, generally depending on the precision of one's definition of "language", and in
particular, on how one classifies dialects.Estimates vary depending on many factors, but the general consensus is that there are between 6,000 and 7,000 languages currently spoken. Between 50% and 90% of those will have become extinct by the year 2100.[58]The top 20 languages spoken by more than 50 million speakers each, are spoken by 50%
of the world's population. In contrast, many of the other languages are spoken by small communities, most of them with fewer than 10,000 speakers.[58]For a chronological guide, see Timeline of the 21st century.Main article: 2000sBelligerents of the Second Congo WarGeorge W. Bush, the 43rd president of the United States, from 2001 to
2009September 11 attacksAngela Merkel and Jos Manuel BarrosoBarack Obama, the first African-American president of the United States, and Russian president Dmitry Medvedev after signing the Strategic Arms Reduction Treaty19982003 The Second Congo War continued into the early 21st century. A 1999 ceasefire quickly broke down and a UN
peacekeeping mission, MONUC, was unable to control the fighting. Troops from Rwanda and Uganda continued to support rebel groups against the Democratic Republic of the Congo and rifts also grew between Rwanda and Uganda as they accused each other of supporting rival rebel groups as well. Laurent Kabila, president of the DRC, was
assassinated in January 2001 and his son, Joseph Kabila, took power. Throughout 2002 steps were made towards peace and Rwanda and Uganda both removed their troops from the country. On December 17, 2002, a massive treaty officially ended the war. However, the DRC only holds power in less than half of the country, with most of the eastern
and northern portions still controlled by rebel groups, where there is still significant infighting. In addition, Rwanda still supports anti-DRC rebels and anti-Rwandan rebels continue to operate from the DRC. The war killed an estimated 3.9 million people, displaced nearly 5.5 million, and led to a widespread and ongoing famine that continues to result
in deaths. Severe human rights violations continue to be reported.[59]20002005 The Second Intifada, a major Palestinian uprising against Israel, is estimated to have led to the deaths of approximately 3,000 Palestinians and 1,000 Israelis.[citation needed]January 20:George W. Bush is inaugurated as the 43rd president of the United States. He is the
second president from the Bush family, after his father.President Joseph Estrada of the Philippines is ousted in the Second EDSA Revolution.January 26 An earthquake strikes Gujarat, India, on Republic Day, resulting in more than 20,000 deaths.April 1 The Netherlands becomes the first country in the world to legalize same-sex marriage.May 13
Conservative media magnate Silvio Berlusconi wins the general election in Italy, becoming the country's Prime Minister. Berlusconi would go on to dominate Italian politics for the rest of the decade.June 1 The Nepalese royal massacre occurs at a house on the grounds of the Narayanhity Royal Palace, the residence of the Nepalese monarchy. Ten
members of the family were killed during a party or monthly reunion dinner of the royal family in the house. The dead included King Birendra of Nepal and Queen Aishwarya.July 20 22 More than 200,000 anti-globalization protesters march in Genoa, during the 27th G8 summit. Two demonstrators are killed by the Italian police. On July 21, a group of
Carabinieri attacked the school Armando Diaz, critically injuring many peaceful protesters.September 11 September 11 attacks 19 al-Qaeda terrorists hijack four commercial airliners and crash two of them into the World Trade Center, one into the Pentagon and one into a field in Shanksville, Pennsylvania, of the United States on 11 September,
killing nearly 3,000 people. The president George W. Bush subsequently declares the War on Terror.October 23 Steve Jobs introduces the first iPod.December 11 After 15 years of negotiations, the People's Republic of China becomes a member of the World Trade Organization (WT0).20012014 The Northern Alliance and NATO-led ISAF invades
Afghanistan on October 7, 2001, and overthrows the Al-Qaeda-supportive Taliban government. Troops remained to install a democratic government, fight a slowly escalating insurgency, and to hunt for Al-Qaeda leader Osama bin Laden who would be killed by American troops nearly 10 years later, on May 2, 2011. On December 24, 2014, NATO
forces officially ended combat operations in Afghanistan, but forces remained until August 30, 2021, followed by a quick withdrawal of all troops.January 1:The Open Skies mutual surveillance treaty, initially signed in 1992, officially enters into force.[60]The Euro is the official currency introduced in the Eurozone countries.[61] The former currencies
of all the countries that use the Euro ceased to be legal tender on February 28.[62]January 6 The Boston Globe publishes results of an investigation leading to the criminal prosecutions of five Roman Catholic priests and bringing widespread attention to the sexual abuse of minors by Catholic clergy.[63]January 17 Mount Nyiragongo erupts in the
Democratic Republic of the Congo, displacing an estimated 400,000 people.[64]January 18 The Sierra Leone Civil War comes to a conclusion with the defeat of the Revolutionary United Front by government forces.[65]February 6 Queen Elizabeth II of the Commonwealth realms celebrates her Golden Jubilee, marking 50 years since her accession to
the thrones of the United Kingdom, Canada, Australia and New Zealand.[66]February 8 24 The 2002 Winter Olympics are held in Salt Lake City, Utah.[67]February 12 The trial of Slobodan Miloevi, the former president of Yugoslavia, begins at the International Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia in The Hague.[68]February 14 The State of
Bahrain is declared a constitutional monarchy and becomes the Kingdom of Bahrain.[69]February 19 NASA's 2001 Mars Odyssey space probe begins to map the surface of Mars using its thermal emission imaging system.[70]February 20 2002 El Ayyat railway accident: A train fire in El Ayyat, Egypt Kkills at least 370 people.[71]February 22:UNITA
guerrilla leader Jonas Savimbi is killed in clashes against government troops led by Angolan President Jos Eduardo dos Santos in Moxico Province, Angola.[72]The government of Sri Lanka and the Tamil Tigers agree to a ceasefire, temporarily ending the Sri Lankan Civil War.[73] It would last until the resumption of hostilities in 2008.[74]February 27
A mob attacks a train near Godhra, India, killing approximately 59 people.[75] The state of Gujarat breaks out into riots, including the Gulbarg Society massacre on February 28 that kills approximately 69 people.[76]March 14 SpaceX is founded by Elon Musk.May 20 After a long period of occupation by Indonesia, East Timor's independence is
recognized by Portugal and the UN.July 1 The International Criminal Court (ICC) is established.September 10 Switzerland, a neutral country, becomes a member of the United Nations.October 12 Jemaah Islamiyah, a violent Islamist group, claims responsibility for the detonation of three bombs in the tourist district of Kuta on the Indonesian island of
Bali. The attack killed 202 people and left 209 people injured.November 15 Hu Jintao becomes the General Secretary of the Chinese Communist Party, making him the paramount leader of China after Jiang Zemin.January 10 North Korea announces its withdrawal from the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons.February 4 The Federal
Republic of Yugoslavia is renamed to "Serbia and Montenegro" (after its two constituent states) after its leaders reconstitute the country into a loose state-union between Montenegro and Serbia, ending the 73-year-long use of the name "Yugoslavia" by a sovereign state.20032020 On February 26, 2003, a conflict in Darfur, Sudan begins and escalates
into full-scale war. By 2008 it was believed that up to 400,000 people had been killed and over 2.5 million displaced. In 2005, the ICC decided that Darfur war criminals would be tried, and on July 14, 2008, Sudanese president Omar al-Bashir was charged with 5 accounts of crimes against humanity and 2 accounts of war crimes, even though the ICC
had no power to enforce such charges. The war ends following a peace agreement on August 31, 2020.20032010 The U.S.-led coalition invades Iraq on March 20, 2003, and overthrows the government of Saddam Hussein (who is executed by the Iraqi government on December 30, 2006). Coalition troops remain in the country to install a democratic
government and fight an escalating insurgency. In addition to an insurgency against the American presence, Iraq also suffered from a civil war for several years. The war was soon seen as the central front of the War on Terror by many governments, despite growing international dissatisfaction with the war. The total death toll has been estimated at
near 150,000 but these estimations are highly disputed, with one highly disputed study guessing even over 1 million.[77] After the U.S.-led coalition initiated a troop surge in 2007, casualty numbers have decreased significantly. Combat ended, at least officially, in August 2010.April 14 The Human Genome Project is completed, with 99% of the human
genome sequenced to 99.99% accuracy.August 27 Mars makes its closest approach to Earth in over 60,000 years.November 3 23 The Rose Revolution occurs in Georgia.November 17 Arnold Schwarzenegger becomes Governor of California.December 19 Libyan leader Muammar Gaddafi announces that Libya would voluntarily eliminate all weapons of
mass destruction.February 4 TheFacebook, later renamed to Facebook, is formed by Mark Zuckerberg, Andrew McCollum, Eduardo Saverin, Dustin Moskovitz, and Chris Hughes.March 11 Ten explosions occur at the Cercanas commuter train system of Madrid, Spain, killing 191 people and injuring around 2,000.May 1 The European Union expands
by 10 countries (including eight former communist countries, plus Malta and Cyprus).June 5 Former U.S. president Ronald Reagan dies at the age of 93, after suffering nearly a decade from Alzheimer's disease.September 1 A group of Chechen rebels invade a school in Beslan, keeping thousands of hostages during three days. A series of shootings
and bombings kills 334 people and injured 750.20042005 Beginning on November 22, 2004, and ending on January 23, 2005, the Orange Revolution occurs in Ukraine.November 11 Palestinian leader and Chairman of the Palestine Liberation Organization Yasser Arafat dies in France, at the age of 75, from hemorrhagic stroke.November 18
Massachusetts becomes the first U.S. state to legalize same-sex marriage.December 26 2004 Indian Ocean earthquake and tsunami leaves 227,898 dead.January 1 Jeanna Giese becomes the first person to ever survive rabies without a vaccination.[78][79]]January 5 Eris, the most massive known dwarf planet in the Solar System, is discovered by a
team led by Michael E. Brown using images originally taken on October 21, 2003, at the Palomar Observatory.[80]January 12 Deep Impact is launched from Cape Canaveral with the purpose of studying the comet Tempel 1.[81]January 14 The Huygens spacecraft lands on Titan, the largest moon of Saturn.[82]January 20 The most intense solar particle
event in recorded history is observed.[83]February 14 YouTube is founded by Jawed Karim, Chad Hurley and Steve Chen.February 14 April 27 Cedar Revolution occurs in Lebanon.February 16 The Kyoto Protocol comes into effect.March 22 April 11 Tulip Revolution occurs in Kyrgyzstan.April 19 After the death of Pope John Paul II on April 2, Joseph
Ratzinger of Germany is elected as Pope Benedict XVI.July 7 Four Islamic extremist suicide bombers set off three bombs in London; 56 people are killed, including the four suicide bombers.November 22 Angela Merkel becomes the first elected female Chancellor of Germany.January 16 Ellen Johnson Sirleaf becomes President of Liberia, and thus
Africa's first elected female head of state.March 21 Twitter is founded by Jack Dorsey, Noah Glass, Biz Stone, and Evan Williams.April 23 Spotify is founded by Daniel Ek and Martin Lorentzon.May 21 June 3 The State Union of Serbia and Montenegro is peacefully dissolved and Serbia and Montenegro emerge as independent and sovereign
nations.July 12 Hezbollah crosses the border of Lebanon and captures two Israeli soldiers. Israel responds by sending troops across the border and bombing Hezbollah strongholds, while Hezbollah fires missiles on towns in northern Israel, approximately 6 each day. At the end of the war 1,200 Lebanese civilians, 500 Hezbollah fighters, 44 Israeli
civilians and 121 Israeli soldiers die. A ceasefire is signed on August 14, after which Israeli troops withdrew from Lebanon.October 9 North Korea conducts its first nuclear test.[84] This was preceded by years of political wrangling with the U.S. over the status of their nuclear program.January 1 Bulgaria and Romania join the European Union.January
9 Apple CEO Steve Jobs introduces the original iPhone at a Macworld keynote in San Francisco, starting the new era of smartphones with this invention.January 25 A civil war escalates in the Gaza Strip throughout June, which would result in the Hamas driving most Fatah-loyal forces out from the Strip. In reaction, Palestinian president Mahmoud
Abbas dismisses Hamas Prime Minister Ismail Haniyeh and dissolves the Hamas-ruled parliament. Scattered conflict continues.January 31 Boston faces a hoax bomb scare, as a result of LED placards of Ignignokt and Err from Aqua Teen Hunger Force being mistaken as an improvised explosive device[85]July 25 Pratibha Patil becomes the first
woman to be elected President of India.December 13 27 EU member states sign the Treaty of Lisbon, with the treaty coming into effect on December 1, 2009.20072008 Crisis follows the Kenyan presidential election of 2007, leading to the formation of a coalition government, with Mwai Kibaki as president and Raila Odinga as prime minister.January 1
Cyprus and Malta adopt the euro currency.[86][87]January 14 At 19:04:39 UTC, the uncrewed MESSENGER space probe is at its closest approach during its first flyby of the planet Mercury.[88]January 21:Stock markets around the world plunge amid growing fears of a U.S. Great Recession, fueled by the 2007 subprime mortgage crisis.[89]Online
activist group Anonymous initiates Project Chanology, after a leaked interview of Tom Cruise by the Church of Scientology is published on YouTube, and the Church of Scientology issued a "copyright infringement" claim. In response, Anonymous sympathizers took to the streets to protest outside the church (after February 10), while the church's
websites and centres were getting DoS attacks, phone line nukes, and black faxes.[90][91][92][93]February 16 Kosovo unilaterally declares independence from Serbia. Serbia refuses to recognize it and considers Kosovo as part of its territory.February 18 WikiLeaks releases allegations of illegal activities carried out by the Cayman Islands branch of
Swiss banking corporation Julius Baer; a subsequent lawsuit against WikiL.eaks prompts a temporary suspension of the website, but uproar about violations of freedom of speech causes WikiL.eaks to be brought back online.[94][95]May 2 Cyclone Nargis kills 133,000 in Myanmar.May 12 Magnitude 8.0 earthquake occurs in Wenchuan, China, causing
almost 90,000 people to die or go missing.May 28 The 1st Nepalese Constituent Assembly declares Nepal a republic, ending its monarchy.August 112 An armed conflict is fought between Georgia and the Russian Federation together with Ossetian and Abkhazian separatists on the other. Russia officially recognizes the independence of Abkhazia and
South Ossetia.November 4 Barack Obama is elected as the first African-American president of the United States. He is sworn into office on January 20, 2009.November 2629 The financial capital of India, Mumbai, is attacked by ten Pakistani terrorists belonging to Lashkar-e-Taiba, resulting in 175 deaths (including nine attackers). One gunman,
named Ajmal Amir Kasab, is captured alive by Mumbai Police and executed on 21 November 2012.December 11 Following the release of its beta version on September 2, Google Chrome 1.0 is released.Reporter covering the death of Michael Jackson outside UCLA Medical Center in Los Angeles]January 3 The cryptocurrency Bitcoin is
launched.January 15 US Airways Flight 1549 ditches in the Hudson River in an accident that becomes known as the "Miracle on the Hudson", as all 155 people on board are rescued.April 1 Albania and Croatia join NATO.[96]April 5 North Korea launches a rocket from its Tonghae Satellite Launching Ground, which it says is carrying the
Kwangmyngsng-2 satellite, prompting an emergency meeting of the United Nations Security Council.[97]April 7 April 2009 Moldovan parliamentary election protests In protests that spurred across Moldova, claiming a fraudulent election had occurred, 4 people died and 270 were injured.April 21 UNESCO launches the World Digital Library.[98]June
13 Protests erupt in Iran, following the presidential election, against Iranian president Mahmoud Ahmadinejad.June 16 BRIC is formed by Brazil, Russia, India, and China, as an economic bloc.June 25 American pop star Michael Jackson dies at the age of 50. His death triggers an outpouring of worldwide grief; online reactions to the event cripple
several major websites and services, as the abundance of people accessing the web addresses pushes internet traffic to unprecedented and historic levels.[99]Main article: 2010s]Julia Gillard was sworn in as the first female Prime Minister of Australia in 2010.Americans celebrating the death of Osama bin Laden in front of the White HousePope
Francis in Poland, 2016Ukraine, Euromaidan, people protesting in favor of Ukraine's European way Pro-Russian separatists in Donetsk, Ukraine2015 European migrant crisisTurkish anti-coup rally in support of President Recep Tayyip Erdoan, 22 July 2016First inauguration of Donald TrumpStudents from Marjory Stoneman Douglas High School,
parents, and others march in the March for Our Lives protest in Parkland, Florida, 20182018 Kerala floods, IndiaNotre-Dame fireFebruary 25 Kamla Persad-Bissessar becomes the first female Prime Minister of Trinidad and Tobago.April 10 Polish President Lech Kaczyski dies in an airplane crash near the city of Smolensk, Russia, along with his wife
and 94 other people on board.June 11 July 11 South Africa becomes the first country in Africa to host the FIFA World Cup.June 24 Julia Gillard becomes the first female Prime Minister of Australia.October 3 Dilma Rousseff is elected as the first female president of Brazil. She serves as the president until her impeachment and removal from office on
August 31, 2016.November 13 Burmese opposition leader and 1991 Nobel Peace Prize laureate Aung San Suu Kyi is released from house arrest, after being incarcerated since 1989.December 17 The Arab Spring, a revolutionary wave, begins in Tunisia, and eventually spreads across the Middle East and the Arab world, with widespread protests,
demonstrations, riots and civil wars for free elections and human rights.March 11 The 2011 Thoku earthquake and tsunami and subsequent Fukushima Daiichi nuclear disaster in Japan leave 15,899 people dead.May 2 Al-Qaeda leader Osama bin Laden, the mastermind behind the 9/11 attacks, is killed in a raid at his compound in Abbottabad,
Pakistan by the U.S. Navy's SEAL Team 6 (DEVGRU).July 10 Britain's largest tabloid newspaper, the News of the World, shuts down after 168 years in print due to the 2009 phone hacking scandal.July 14 South Sudan, following the January 2011 independence referendum, becomes a member of the United Nations.September 17 The Occupy
movement, an international protest movement against social and economic inequality, takes shape. It is partially inspired by the Arab Spring and is one of the first significant global protest movements to occur in the age of social media.October 20 Deposed dictator Muammar Gaddafi is captured and killed by the National Liberation Army of Libya,
during the Libyan Civil War.November 16 Italy's long-term Prime Minister Silvio Berlusconi resigns amid public protests, financial crisis and sexual scandals.December 15 The Iraq War is formally declared over.December 17 Kim Jong-il, supreme leader of North Korea, dies. He is succeeded by his son Kim Jong-un.China's Xi Jinping has been the
paramount leader since 2012.November 15 Xi Jinping becomes the General Secretary of the Chinese Communist Party, making him the paramount leader of China after Hu Jintao.December 10 Slka rebels seize power in the Central African Republic, ousting the President and government and beginning a civil war.December 19 Park Geun-hye is
elected President of South Korea, the first woman to hold the position.January 11 France intervenes with its army in the Northern Mali conflict, defeating the Islamists who had taken control of the country.February 28 Pope Benedict XVI resigns, becoming the first pope to do so since 1415. Benedict takes the title pope emeritus. At the subsequent
papal conclave, Cardinal Jorge Mario Bergoglio of Argentina is elected pope on March 13, becoming the first Latin American pope. Bergoglio takes the name of Pope Francis.March 5 President of Venezuela Hugo Chvez dies due to prostate cancer and is succeeded by Nicols Maduro.March 21 Convicted Kurdish leader Abdullah Ocalan puts an end to
the armed revolt against Turkey.April 8 British politician and former Prime Minister of the UK Margaret Thatcher dies at the age of 87, from a stroke.July 1 Croatia becomes the 28th member of the European Union.September 14 Syria avoids an American intervention on its soil during the Syrian Civil War, accepting to destroy all chemical weapons
stocks owned.November China declares an "Air Defense Identification Zone" in the East China Sea, including over the Senkaku Islands, a group of islands held by Japan, but claimed by both Japan and China, and the Socotra Rock, claimed by both China and South Korea.December 5 South African political and civil leader Nelson Mandela dies at the
age of 95, from natural causes.December 15 The South Sudanese Civil War breaks out.Iran allows international inspections on its nuclear policy in exchange of the removal of the sanctions and the right to produce a small amount of low-grade enriched uranium, thus marking an apparent new policy towards the United Nations under Hassan Rohani's
presidency.20132014 A political crisis in Thailand breaks out and the government declares martial law.February 22 Pro-Russian President of Ukraine Viktor Yanukovich is ousted amidst the Euromaidan revolution. The Russian Federation annexes Crimea in response, and a "low intensity" war in Donbas breaks out between the Ukrainian government
and Russian-backed separatists.May 26 Narendra Modi becomes 14th Prime Minister of India, winning a clear majority in the election.September 18 Scotland votes to remain part of the United Kingdom during the 2014 Scottish independence referendum.SeptemberOctober During the Syrian civil war, the Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant rises
and seizes territories in northern Iraq and Syria, near the border with Turkey. The United States lead a coalition of more than 30 countries to destroy ISIL. Meanwhile, Russia leads its own coalition, along with Syria, Iraq and Iran, and Russia's military action begins on September 30, 2015.0ctober 31 In Burkina Faso, President Blaise Compaor
resigns amidst widespread protests, ending 27 years of leadership.December 17 United States President Barack Obama and Cuban President Ral Castro announce the beginning of a process of normalizing relations between Cuba and the United States, ending a 54-year stretch of hostility between the two nations. Later, on July 20, 2015, with full
diplomatic relations, the embassies of both countries are opened after five decades.January 7 Two gunmen, brothers Sad and Chrif Kouachi, commit a mass murder at the offices of Charlie Hebdo in Paris, killing 12 people. Following the attack, about two million people, including more than 40 world leaders, met in Paris for a rally of national unity,
and 3.7 million people joined demonstrations across the country. The phrase Je suis Charlie became a common slogan of support at the rallies and in social media.March 6 NASA's Dawn probe enters orbit around Ceres, becoming the first spacecraft to visit a dwarf planet.[100][101]March 23 Singaporean politician and the 1st Prime Minister of
Singapore Lee Kuan Yew dies at the age of 91.April 25 A magnitude 7.8 earthquake strikes Nepal and causes 8,857 deaths[102][103] in Nepal, 130 in India,[104] 27 in China[105] and 4 in Bangladesh[106] with a total of 9,018 deaths.April 29 The World Health Organization (WHO) declares that rubella has been eradicated from the Americas.
[107]June 26 The Supreme Court of the United States determines that same-sex couples have a constitutional right to marry in a landmark case Obergefell v. Hodges.July 14 The P5+1 (China, France, Russia, the UK, and the US + Germany) and Iran agree on final provisions of Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action in regards to the latter's nuclear
program.October The Chinese Communist Party announces the end of the one-child policy after 35 years.November 13 ISIL claims responsibility of the November 2015 Paris attacks, which killed 137 and left 416 injured.November 24 Turkey shoots down a Russian Sukhoi Su-24M attack aircraft. This is the first case of a NATO member destroying a
Russian aircraft since the attack on the Sui-ho Dam (during the Korean War).November 30 December 12 During the UN summit on Climate Change, 193 nations agree to reduce carbon emissions starting in 2020.During the 2015 European migrant crisis, around 1.3 million people, most notably refugees of the wars in Syria, Iraq and Afghanistan, flee
to Europe to claim asylum, leading to considerable political upheaval in the European Union. Germany ultimately takes in the majority of the asylum seekers.January 3 Following the fallout caused by the execution of Nimr al-Nimr, Saudi Arabia and several other countries end their diplomatic relations with Iran.[108]January 8 Joaqun Guzmn, widely
regarded as the world's most powerful drug trafficker, is recaptured following his escape from a maximum-security prison in Mexico.[109]January 16The International Atomic Energy Agency announces that Iran has adequately dismantled its nuclear weapons program, allowing the United Nations to lift sanctions immediately.[110]In the general
election of the Republic of China (Taiwan), the Democratic Progressive Party, led by Tsai Ing-wen, secured a majority in the Legislative Yuan, resulting in the first majority by a non-KMT party and the first majority won by the DPP. Tsai become the 14th President for Taiwan, and also become the first female leader for China.[111]January 28 The World
Health Organization announces an outbreak of the Zika virus.[112]June 5 Hillary Clinton becomes the Democratic Party's nominee for president of the United States, making her the first woman to be nominated for president by a major party.June 23 The United Kingdom votes to leave the European Union in the June 2016 membership
referendum.July 15 16 A coup d'tat is attempted in Turkey against state institutions, including but not limited to the government and President Recep Tayyip Erdoan. The attempt is carried out by a faction within the Turkish Armed Forces that organized themselves as the Peace at Home Council.September 2 1st President of Uzbekistan Islam Karimov
dies at age of 78, after 25 years in office.September 28 Former President of Israel and 1994 Nobel Peace Prize laureate Shimon Peres dies at the age of 93, from a massive stroke.October 13 Bhumibol Adulyadej, the longest-reigning Thai monarch dies at the age of 88, from a long illness.November 8 Donald Trump is elected as the 45th president of
the United States, defeating Hillary Clinton.November 25 Cuban political and revolutionary leader Fidel Castro dies at the age of 90.January 21 22 In opposition to Donald Trump's inauguration, millions of people in the US and worldwide join the Women's March.January 27 U.S. President Donald Trump signs an executive order restricting travel and
immigration from seven Muslim-majority countries. This order was blocked by the U.S. federal courts; a second, related order issued by Trump was also blocked by the federal courts. The block of second order was partially removed, by the Supreme Court, in June. The Supreme Court stated they would reconsider the order in October.March 10 The
UN warns that the world is facing the largest humanitarian crisis since World War II, with up to 20 million people at risk of starvation and famine in Yemen, Somalia, South Sudan and Nigeria.[113]March 29 The United Kingdom triggers Article 50 of the Lisbon Treaty, starting the Brexit negotiations, the talks for the United Kingdom to leave the
European Union.[114]March 30 SpaceX conducts the world's first reflight of an orbital-class rocket.[115][116]March 31 Horacio Cartes presents to Congress his plans of allowing the re-election of the president of Paraguay for a second term, going against the Constitution of Paraguay, leading to a political crisis which ended in the storm of Congress
by liberal activists and in the assassination of Rodrigo Quintana by the police. After this, the Congress votes against the re-election project.[117]October 27 Catalonia declares independence from Spain,[118] but the declaration is not recognized by the Spanish government or any other sovereign nation.[119]February 6 SpaceX successfully conducts
the maiden flight of its most powerful rocket, the Falcon Heavy, from LC39A at John F. Kennedy Space Center in Florida.[120]February 9 25 The 2018 Winter Olympics are held in Pyeongchang, South Korea.[121]March 11 The National People's Congress of China approves a constitutional change removing term limits for its leaders, granting Xi
Jinping the status of "leader for life". Xi is the General Secretary of the Chinese Communist Party (paramount leader).March 19 Paula-Mae Weekes becomes the first female president of Trinidad and Tobago.March 24 In over 900 cities internationally, people participate in demonstrations against gun violence and mass shootings, calling for stronger
gun control in the March for Our Lives, which was a student-led demonstration in response to the Stoneman Douglas High School shooting in Parkland, Florida, that took place in February 14.May 9 The opposition-led Pakatan Harapan coalition, led by former Prime Minister Mahathir Mohamad, secures a parliamentary majority in the Malaysian



Parliament, ending the 61-year rule of the Barisan Nasional coalition in Malaysia since independence in 1957.June 12 President Donald Trump and North Korean leader Kim Jong Un attend a summit in Singapore, the first meeting between the leaders of the two countries.June 23-10 July Tham Luang cave rescue[122]October 28 Jair Bolsonaro is
elected as the 38th president of Brazil, after having been stabbed during the election campaign and undergoing three surgeries.January 10 Venezuela enters a presidential crisis after the disputed results of the 2018 Venezuelan presidential election leads to Juan Guaid being declared the acting president, disputing Nicols Maduro.February 27 28
President Donald Trump and North Korean leader Kim Jong-un meet for the 2019 North KoreaUnited States Hanoi Summit in Vietnam.March 15:0ver 2 million people in Hong Kong protest against proposed legislation regarding extradition to China.At the first ever Global School Strike for Climate, 1.4 million people in about 2,200 protests across 125
countries gathered urging decision-makers to take responsibility and stop the climate crisis.[123]March 23 Most of the territory formerly held by the Islamic State in Syria collapses amidst the Syrian Civil War. After years of global push back, the extremist group transitions from a proto-state into an insurgency as it retains offshoots and influence in
regions across the globe.April 11 Amid mass protests, Omar al-Bashir is deposed as President of Sudan in a coup d'tat, after nearly 30 years in office.[124]April 15 Notre-Dame fire.[125]April 21 A series of Islamist bomb attacks occur at eight locations in Sri Lanka, including three churches, four hotels and one housing complex in Colombo, on Easter
Sunday, leaving 259 people dead and over 500 injured. It is the deadliest terrorist attack in the country since the Sri Lankan Civil War ended in 2009.[126]April 28 Victor Vescovo achieves the deepest dive of any human in history, as he reaches Challenger Deep within the Mariana Trench, at a depth of 10,928m (35,853ft).[127]April 30 Emperor
Akihito of Japan abdicates from his throne, the first abdication by a Japanese monarch in almost two centuries. The abdication ends the Heisei era of Japan and ushers in the Reiwa era with new emperor Naruhito ascending to the throne on May 1.July 16 The European Parliament elects Ursula von der Leyen as the new president of the European
Commission.September 20 - Likely the largest in world history, the September 2019 climate strikes included protests in 4,500 locations across over 150 countries and gathered roughly 6 million people, many of them schoolchildren.[128]December 10 Sanna Marin, at the age of 34, becomes the world's youngest serving prime minister after being
selected to lead Finland's Social Democratic Party.December 18 President Donald Trump is impeached by the United States House of Representatives.December 31 The first known case of COVID-19 is reported in Wuhan, China; the disease would rapidly proliferate into a global pandemic throughout the next three months.[129][130]Main article:
2020sGeorge Floyd protests in Miami during the COVID-19 pandemic in June 2020[131]Joe Biden, the 46th president of the United States from 2021 to 2025[132]January 6 United States Capitol attackFall of KabulRussian invasion of UkraineCrowds at Buckingham Palace following the death of Elizabeth IIDeath and funeral of Pope Benedict XVI2023
Brazilian Congress attack2023 TurkeySyria earthquakesCollapse of Silicon Valley BankCoronation of Charles III and CamillaWagner Group rebellionGaza warJanuary 2 The Royal Australian Air Force and Navy are deployed to New South Wales and Victoria to assist mass evacuation efforts amidst the 201920 Australian bushfire season.[133]
[134]January 5 201920 Croatian presidential election The second round of voting is held and Zoran Milanovi of the Social Democratic Party of Croatia defeats incumbent president Kolinda Grabar-Kitarovi.[135]January 10 Haitham bin Tariq succeeds Qaboos bin Said as the Sultan of Oman.[136][137]January 11 Presidential and legislative elections are
held in Taiwan. Incumbent president Tsai Ing-wen is reelected and the Democratic Progressive Party wins a majority of 67 out of 113 seats in the Legislative Yuan.[138][139][140]January 31 The United Kingdom becomes the first member state to leave the European Union.May 26 Protests break out following the murder of George Floyd across
hundreds of cities in the United States and even smaller ones outside the US. Derek Chauvin, the officer responsible for Floyd's murder, would ultimately be convicted on two counts of murder and one of manslaughter in the wake of the protests.June 30 China passes the controversial Hong Kong national security law, allowing China to crack down on
opposition to Beijing at home or abroad.August 11 Kamala Harris becomes the Democratic Party's nominee for vice-president of the United States, making her the first African-American, the first Asian-American and the third female vice presidential running mate on a major party ticket.August 18 A mutiny in a military base by soldiers of the Malian
Armed Forces develops into a coup d'tat. President Ibrahim Boubacar Keta and Prime Minister Boubou Ciss, among other senior governmental and military officers, are forced to resign.August 28 Japanese Prime Minister Shinzo Abe, the longest-serving prime minister in the history of Japan, announces his pending resignation from office, citing ill
health, he was replaced by Yoshihide Suga and Fumio Kishida.September 4 Kosovo and Serbia announce that they will normalize economic relations.September 29 The Emir of Kuwait Sheikh Sabah al-Sabah dies at the age of 91. Crown Prince Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah is named his successor.November 3 Joe Biden is elected as the 46th
president of the United States, and Kamala Harris is elected as vice-president. Biden is the oldest person elected to a first term.November 15:President of Kyrgyzstan Sooronbay Jeenbekov resigns from office after weeks of massive protests in the wake of the October 2020 parliamentary election; opposition leader Sadyr Japarov assumes office as both
the acting president and Prime Minister of Kyrgyzstan.The Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership (RCEP) is signed by 15 Asia-Pacific countries to form the world's largest free-trade bloc, covering a third of the world's population.January 1 The African Continental Free Trade Area comes into effect.[141]January 6 Pro-Trump rioters storm the
US Capitol, disrupting the Congressional certification of United States President-elect Joe Biden. Trump is impeached a second time a week later for his role in the storming, making him the first US federal official to be impeached more than once and the first president to have his trial occur after his tenure expired.January 20 Joe Biden and Kamala
Harris are inaugurated as the 46th and 49th President and Vice President of the United States. Harris becomes the first Black, South Asian and female Vice President.January 22 The Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons, the first legally binding international agreement comprehensively to prohibit nuclear weapons, comes into effect.
[142]January 26 COVID-19 pandemic: The number of confirmed COVID-19 cases exceeds 100 million worldwide.[143]February 1 A coup d'tat in Myanmar removes Aung San Suu Kyi from power and restores military rule.[144]February 18 NASA's Mars 2020 mission (containing the Perseverance rover and Ingenuity helicopter drone) lands on Mars at
Jezero Crater, after seven months of travel.[145]April 30 June 13 A crush during a pilgrimage on Lag BaOmer, renewed violence during the 2021 Israel-Palestine crisis and continuing problems with the COVID-19 pandemic in Israel precede the 2021 Israeli presidential election. Amidst the election, Naftali Bennett and Yair Lapid agree to a rotation
government, first headed by Bennett, in order to oust Benjamin Netanyahu as Prime Minister as the month of crises is the culmination of scandals and corruption, including financial criminal charges, during Netanyahu's record long tenure.June 7 The Juno spacecraft performs its only flyby of Jupiter's moon Ganymede, the first flyby of the moon by
any spacecraft in over 20 years.[146][147]July 7 Haitian President Jovenel Mose, is assassinated in a midnight attack by an unknown group of gunmen.August 15 The Taliban regain control of Kabul after US forces and the republican government flee Afghanistan, marking the end of the War in Afghanistan after nearly 20 years.[148]November 30
Barbados becomes a republic by replacing Elizabeth IT as Queen with Sandra Mason as president in the role of head of state.December 25 NASA, ESA, the Canadian Space Agency and the Space Telescope Science Institute launch the James Webb Space Telescope, the successor of the Hubble Space Telescope.January 2 Abdalla Hamdok resigns as
Prime Minister of Sudan amid deadly protests.[149]January 4 The five permanent members of the UN Security CouncilChina, France, Russia, the United Kingdom and the United Statesissue a rare joint statement affirming that "a nuclear war cannot be won and must never be fought."[150]February 4 20 The 2022 Winter Olympics are held in Beijing,
China, making it the first city ever to host both the Summer Olympics and Winter Olympics.[151]February 24 After a prolonged military buildup, Russia launches an invasion of Ukraine.June 24 The Supreme Court rules that the Constitution of the United States does not confer a right to abortion, thus overruling the 1973 case Roe v. Wade, and its
related 1992 case Planned Parenthood v. Casey. Protests erupt across nearly every major city in the United States.July 8 Former Prime Minister of Japan Shinzo Abe is assassinated while giving a public speech in the city of Nara, Japan.September 8 Elizabeth II, the longest reigning British monarch and longest reigning female monarch dies, and is
succeeded by Charles III, her eldest child.October 30 Luiz Incio Lula da Silva is elected as the 39th president of Brazil, after defeating incumbent Jair Bolsonaro, becoming the first Brazilian president to be elected for a third term.November 24 Long-time opposition leader Anwar Ibrahim is appointed by Yang di-Pertuan Agong Abdullah as Prime
Minister of Malaysia.November 30 OpenAl releases ChatGPT, an artificial intelligence chatbot able to answer questions and write essays.[152][153]December 7 The Congress of Peru removes President Pedro Castillo from office and arrests him after he tries to dissolve congress in a coup attempt, Vice President Dina Boluarte succeeds him, leading to
large protests against Boluarte and in favor of Castillo to erupt.December 19 At the UN Biodiversity Conference (COP15), nearly 200 countries agree a landmark deal to protect a third of the planet for nature by 2030.[154][155]December 29 Brazilian football legend Pel dies at the age of 82.[156]December 31 Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI, who served
from 2005 until his resignation in 2013, dies at the age of 95.January 1 Croatia adopts the euro and joins the Schengen Area, becoming the 20th member state of the Eurozone and the 27th member of the Schengen Area. This is the first enlargement of the Eurozone since Lithuania's entry in 2015, and the first enlargement of the Schengen Area since
Liechtenstein's entry in 2011.[157][158]February 6 Two earthquakes strike southern Turkey, the first 7.8 () in Gaziantep Province and the other 7.5 Mww in Kahramanmara Province, causing widespread damage and at least 58,000 deaths in Turkey and Syria, with more than 120,000 injured.[159][160]February 27 The United Kingdom and the
European Union reach a new agreement surrounding modifications to the Northern Ireland Protocol.March 10 The National People's Congress unanimously re-elects Xi Jinping as the President of the People's Republic of China to an unprecedented third term.March 17 The International Criminal Court issues an arrest warrant for Russian president
Vladimir Putin, the first against a permanent member of the United Nations Security Council.April 4 Finland becomes the 31st member of NATO, doubling its border with Russia.April 14 Jupiter Icy Moons Explorer (JUICE) is launched by the European Space Agency (ESA) to search for life in the Jovian system, with an expected arrival date of
2031.May 5 World Health Organization declares end of the COVID-19 pandemic global health emergency.May 6: The coronation of Charles III and Camilla as King and Queen of the United Kingdom and the other Commonwealth realms is held in Westminster Abbey, London.June 14: Scientists report the creation of the first synthetic human embryo
from stem cells, without the need for sperm or egg cells.June 19: The United Nations General Assembly unanimously adopts the High Seas Treaty, the first treaty aimed towards marine conservation in international waters.June 23 The Wagner group launches a rebellion against the Russian government.July 14 SAG-AFTRA announces it will begin an
ongoing strike against the major film and TV studios in protest of low compensation, ownership of work, and generative AI.August 18 The United States, Japan, and South Korea agree to sign a trilateral pact.August 23:India's Chandrayaan-3 becomes the first spacecraft to land near the south pole of the Moon.Wagner Group leader Yevgeny Prigozhin
and founder Dmitry Utkin are killed when their plane crashes outside of Moscow, killing eight others.August 30 In the hours following the announcement of incumbent president Ali Bongo Ondimba's reelection as President of Gabon after the 2023 presidential election, the military launches a successful coup d'tat and creates the Committee for the
Transition and Restoration of Institutions to govern the country, ending the rule of the Bongo family after 56 years in power.September 9 At the 18th G20 summit in New Delhi, the African Union is announced as the 21st permanent member of the G20.September 10 Storm Daniel, a Mediterranean tropical-like cyclone makes landfall in Libya, killing at
least 5,000 people, with Libyan authorities announcing between 10,000 and 100,000 missing. In the city of Derna in Libya, two dams collapsed, resulting in a quarter of the city being destroyed.September 28 President of Artsakh Samvel Shahramanyan signs a decree that will dissolve all state institutions of Artsakh by 1 January 2024, bringing an end
to the breakaway state.October 7:Hamas militants launch a large-scale attack from the Gaza Strip, infiltrating southern Israel and prompting a full military response from the Israel Defense Forces.A doublet earthquake occurs in Herat Province in Afghanistan, killing 2,000 people and injuring over 9,000, with tremors felt in Iran and Turkmenistan.
The earthquake is the deadliest in the country since 1998.0October 8 Israel's Security Cabinet formally declares war, for the first time since the Yom Kippur War in 1973, on Hamas.October 15 Twenty-one species in the United States are declared extinct by the US Fish and Wildlife Service. These are one mammal, ten birds, two fish, and eight
mussels.November 1 The first Al Safety Summit takes place in the United Kingdom, with 28 countries signing a "world first agreement" on how to manage the riskiest forms of artificial intelligence.November 9:U.S. surgeons at NYU Langone Health announce the world's first whole eye transplant.SAG-AFTRA ends its strike at 12:01la.m. PDT following
a tentative deal reached the day prior.November 24 Somalia is admitted as the eighth member of the East African Community, having applied for membership in 2012.December 6 Google DeepMind releases the Gemini Language Model. Gemini will act as a foundational model integrated into Google's existing tools, including search and
Bard.December 12 At the COP28 climate summit in Dubai, a consensus is reached for countries to "transition away" from fossil fuels, the first such agreement in the conference's 30-year history.December 16 Emir of Kuwait Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah dies at the age of 86 and is succeeded by his half-brother Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah.January 1:Egypt, Ethiopia, Iran, Saudi Arabia, and the United Arab Emirates become BRICS members.The Republic of Artsakh is formally dissolved as Nagorno-Karabakh unifies with Azerbaijan.Ethiopia announces an agreement with Somaliland to use the port of Berbera. Ethiopia also says that it will eventually recognize Somaliland's
independence, becoming the first country to do so.Disney's copyright protection on Steamboat Willie and the original Mickey Mouse expires as they enter the public domain.January 8:Astrobotic Technology alongside NASA launch the first commercial Lunar Lander. Seven hours after launch, an anomaly prevents stable orientation due to propulsion
issues, resulting in critical fuel loss and the abandonment of the moon landing.Ecuadorian President Daniel Noboa declares a state of emergency following the escape of Los Choneros drug cartel leader Jos Adolfo Macas Villamar, from prison.January 13 2024 Taiwanese presidential election: Lai Ching-te of the ruling Democratic Progressive Party
wins with 40% of the votes.January 14:Queen Margrethe II of Denmark formally abdicates as Queen on the 52nd anniversary of her accession, with her eldest son Frederik succeeding her as King Frederik X.2024 Comorian presidential election: Amid an opposition boycott, incumbent president Azali Assoumani wins re-election with 62.9% of the vote
and only 16.3% voter turnout.January 15: Following a brief political crisis in the aftermath of the 2023 elections, Bernardo Arvalo is inaugurated as the 52nd President of Guatemala.January 19: Japan becomes the fifth country to successfully soft land on the Moon, with its SLIM mission.January 26 2024 Tuvaluan general election: Kausea Natano, the
incumbent Prime Minister of Tuvalu, loses reelection to Parliament. A month later, Feleti Teo is elected prime minister.February 4:President of Namibia Hage Geingob dies at the age of 82, and is succeeded by his vice-president Nangolo Mbumba.[161][162]2024 Salvadoran general election: Incumbent President Nayib Bukele wins the election with
over 80% of the vote, becoming the first president to be reelected in El Salvador since 1944.[163][164]February 6 Former President of Chile Sebastin Piera dies in a helicopter crash at the age of 74.[165]February 7 2024 Azerbaijani presidential election: Amid an opposition boycott, President Ilham Aliyev is reelected to a fifth term.[166]February 8
2024 Pakistani general election: Independent politicians, most of whom are members of the banned political party Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf, win a plurality of seats in the National Assembly.[167]29 February Flour massacre.[168]March 7 Sweden officially joins NATO, becoming its 32nd member.[169][170]March 10 2024 Portuguese legislative
election: The Democratic Alliance wins a plurality of seats and forms a minority government amid losses by the incumbent Socialist Party and major gains by the right-wing Chega party.[171][172]March 11 Haitian acting Prime Minister Ariel Henry announces his pending resignation from both offices amid an ongoing crisis marked by gang warfare in
the country.[173]March 13 The Artificial Intelligence Act, the world's first comprehensive legal and regulatory framework for artificial intelligence, is passed by the European Union.[174]April 1 World Central Kitchen aid convoy attack[175]May 29 2024 South African general election: The ANC party fails to win a majority of the vote for the first time
in South Africa's democratic history.[176][177]June 2 The 2024 Mexican general election is held, with Claudia Sheinbaum elected as the first female president of Mexico.[178]June 69 The 2024 European Parliament election is held. The EPP, of incumbent Commission President Ursula von der Leyen, retains its status as the largest group in parliament
amid notable gains by far-right political groups.[179][180]July 4 2024 United Kingdom general election: Sir Keir Starmer leads the Labour Party to a landslide victory, returning the party to government for the first time in 14 years.[181]July 13 Attempted assassination of Donald Trump in Pennsylvania[182]July 31 Ismail Haniyeh, the political leader of
Hamas, is assassinated at his residence in Tehran.[183]Victory march in Dhaka by protesters after the resignation of Sheikh Hasina, 2024August 5 Prime Minister of Bangladesh Sheikh Hasina announces her resignation and flees to India following nationwide protests.[184]September 1718 2024 Lebanon electronic device attacks.[185]September
2330 Israel launches a series of airstrikes on Lebanon and Hezbollah.[186]October 1 Israel launches an invasion of Lebanon.[187]O0ctober 30 2024 Botswana general election: The ruling Botswana Democratic Party is voted out of power, ending 58 years of uninterrupted governance.[188] Duma Boko of the UDC party is elected President of Botswana.
[189]November 5 2024 United States presidential election: Donald Trump, with his running mate JD Vance, is elected for a second non-consecutive term, the first candidate to be so since Grover Cleveland in 1892.[190]November 27December 8 The 2024 Syrian opposition offensives culminate in the fall of the Assad regime.[191][192]December 20
2024 Magdeburg car attack.[193]December 29 Former United States president Jimmy Carter dies at age 100.[194]Main articles: International relations since 1989 and List of wars: 2003presentRussian President Vladimir Putin with George W. Bush and other Western leaders in Moscow, 9 May 2005Protesters try to stop members of the G8 from
attending the summit during the 27th G8 summit in Genoa, Italy by burning vehicles on the main route to the summit.Some territories and states have gained independence during the 21st century. This is a list of sovereign states that have gained independence in the 21st century and have been recognized by the UN.Celebration of the Declaration of
Independence of KosovoEast Timor (Timor-Leste)[195] on 20 May 2002.Montenegro on 3 June 2006.Serbia on 3 June 2006.Wa State on 20 August 2010.South Sudan on 9 July 2011.Chinland on 6 December 2023.Puntland on 1 April 2024.These nations gained sovereignty through government reform.Comoros on 23 December 2001.The Union of the
Comoros replaced the Federal Islamic Republic of the Comoros Transitional Islamic State of Afghanistan on 13 July 2002.The Transitional Islamic State of Afghanistan replaced the Islamic State of Afghanistan. State Union of Serbia and Montenegro on 4 February 2003.The State Union of Serbia and Montenegro replaced the Federal Republic of
Yugoslavia. Islamic Republic of Afghanistan on 7 December 2004.The Islamic Republic of Afghanistan replaced the Transitional Islamic State of Afghanistan Federal Democratic Republic of Nepal on 28 May 2008.The Federal Democratic Republic of Nepal replaced the Kingdom of Nepal. National Transitional Council of Libya on 20 October 2011.The
National Transitional Council of Libya replaced the Great Socialist People's Libyan Arab Jamahiriya. State of Libya on 8 August 2012.The State of Libya replaced the National Transitional Council of Libya. Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan on 15 August 2021.The Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan replaced the Islamic Republic of Afghanistan.These
territories have declared independence and secured relative autonomy but they have only been recognized by some UN member states: Kosovo on 17 February 2008. (partially recognized) South Ossetia on 26 August 2008. (partially recognized) Abkhazia on 26 August 2008. (partially recognized)These territories have declared independence and
secured relative autonomy but they have been recognized by no one: Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant in June 2014. Had taken over much of Iraq, Syria and Libya. It is considered a terrorist organization and no longer holds any significant territorial control. Republic of Catalonia on 27 October 2017. The Catalan Parliament proclaimed the Catalan
Republic, but the Kingdom of Spain did not recognise this and for a time imposed direct rule. (See 2017 Catalan independence referendum and 20172018 Spanish constitutional crisis) Southern Transitional Council in March 2017. Claimed the majority of the southern part of Yemen and the restoration of South Yemen.These territories were annexed
from a sovereign country, the action has only been recognized by some UN member states: Crimea annexed from Ukraine into the Russian Federation on 18 March 2014.Donetsk People's Republic,[b] Kherson Oblast, Luhansk People's Republic,[c] and Zaporizhzhia Oblast annexed from Ukraine into the Russian Federation on 30 September
2022.These territories were ceded to another country: IndiaBangladesh enclaves, traded between the two countries in 2015. Armenian-occupied territories surrounding Nagorno-Karabakh and the Lachin corridor, ceded by Armenia to Azerbaijan on 1 January 2024.NASA successfully lands the Curiosity rover on the surface of Mars.Artist's impression
of New Horizons' close encounter with the PlutoCharon system2001 Dennis Tito becomes the first space tourist by paying $19 million to board the International Space Station.2003 Space Shuttle Columbia disaster on 1 February.2003 The Chinese space program launches its first crewed space flight, Shenzhou 5, on 15 October. This made China the
third country in the world to have indigenous crewed space capability.2004 Mars Exploration Rovers Spirit and Opportunity land on Mars; Opportunity discovers evidence that an area of Mars was once covered in water.2004 SpaceShipOne makes the first privately funded human spaceflight, on 21 June.2005 The Huygens probe lands on Titan, the
largest of Saturn's moons, on 14 January.2006 The New Horizons probe is launched to Pluto, on 19 January.2006 Pluto is reclassified from a planet to a dwarf planet, leaving the solar system with eight planets.2007 China launches its first lunar mission with the Chang'e 1, on 24 October.2008 India launches its first lunar mission Chandrayaan-1 which
included a remote sensing orbiter and impactor on 22 October 2008. It made India the third nation to place its flag on Moon.2008 Chinese space program launches its third crewed space flight carrying its first three-person crew and conducts its first spacewalk that makes China the third nation after Russia and USA to do that, Shenzhou 7, on 25
September.2008 Phoenix discovers water ice on Mars.2009 Iran launches its first satellite, Omid, on 2 February.2011 NASA retires the last Space Shuttle, Atlantis, marking an end to its three-decade shuttle program.2012 SpaceX successfully delivers cargo to the International Space Station.2012 NASA successfully lands the Curiosity rover on the
surface of Mars, on 6 August.2014 India's Mars Orbiter Mission, the nation's first attempt to send a spacecraft to Mars, successfully entered orbit on 24 September, making India the fourth nation in the world to reach that goal.2014 The European Space Agency robotic spacecraft Philae landed successfully on the comet 67P, the first cometary landing
ever.2015 On 14 July, NASA's New Horizons spacecraft became the first to fly by Pluto, on a mission to photograph and collect data on its planetary system. No other spacecraft has yet performed such a mission so far from Earth.2015 On 28 September, NASA announces that liquid water has been found on Mars.[196]2015 SpaceX launches and lands
a Falcon 9 into orbital space on 21 December, becoming the first reusable rocket to do s0.2016 SpaceX lands the first orbital rocket, a CRS-8, on a drone platform at sea on 8 April.2016 On 4 July, NASA's Juno space probe maneuvered into a polar orbit to study the planet Jupiter.[197]2016 On 26 July, Solar Impulse 2 becomes the first solar-powered
aircraft to circumnavigate the world.2016 On 24 August, an Earth-sized exoplanet is discovered around Proxima Centauri, 4.2 light years away, which is potentially habitable.2016 On 8 September, NASA's ORIRIS-Rex space probe is launched as the first asteroid sample return mission to collect samples from Bennu.2019 On 3 January, Chinese probe
Chang'e 4 becomes the first human-made object to land on the far side of the Moon.[198]2019 NASA concludes the 15-year Opportunity rover mission after being unable to wake the rover from hibernation.[199]2019 Israel launched its first spacecraft, Beresheet, towards the Moon on 7 April; after two months of journey, the spacecraft failed to land
and crashed on the surface of the Moon, making Israel the seventh country to orbit the Moon.2019 The first image of the supermassive black hole inside galaxy Messier 87 was captured by the Event Horizon Telescope.[200]2021 NASA's Perseverance rover, carrying the Ingenuity helicopter, successfully lands on Mars.2021 NASA's James Webb Space
Telescope is successfully launched into orbit.2022 The first image of the supermassive black hole inside Milky Way was captured by the Event Horizon Telescope.2022 The first image from the James Webb Space Telescope is published.[201]2022 NASA successfully launches the Artemis 1 Moon mission on the SLS spacecraft after multiple delays.2023
India successfully touched down near the south pole of the Moon with Chandrayaan-3's lander on August 23, making it only the fourth country to achieve the feat of reaching lunar surface after the US, China and the erstwhile Soviet Union.[202]2003 WMAP observations of the cosmic microwave background.2010 The Large Hadron Collider's first
high energy collisions took place in March 2010.2012 Physicists discover the Higgs boson based on collisions at the Large Hadron Collider, on 4 July. It is the latest particle to be discovered in the Standard Model.[203]2016 On 11 February, LIGO announces the discovery of bursts of gravitational waves generated by cosmic collisions of black holes
on, and was previously predicted by Albert Einstein 100 years ago.2022 on 13 December, the US Department of Energy announces that scientists at the National Ignition Facility have achieved the first positive energy gain from a fusion reactor in history.[204]2002 Grigori Perelman posted the first of a series of eprints to the arXiv, in which he proved
the Poincar conjecture, the first of the Millennium Prize Problems to be solved.2013 Yitang Zhang publishes a paper in the Annals of Mathematics that established the first finite bound on the least gap between consecutive primes that is attained infinitely often.Main article: Meteorology in the 21st centurySee also: History of tornado research 21st
century, and Research on tornadoes in 20242005 A record 27 named storms occurred during the Atlantic hurricane season. The National Hurricane Center runs out of names from its standard list and uses Greek alphabet for the first time.[205][206]2007 The Enhanced Fujita scale is formally released and put into use across the United States,
replacing the Fujita scale.[207][208]2013:Environment Canada (EC) adopts a variation of the Enhanced Fujita scale (CEF-scale), replacing the Fujita scale across Canada.[209]A violent EF5 tornado impacts Moore, Oklahoma, marking the last tornado to receive the rating of EF5 on the Enhanced Fujita scale.[210]A violent tornado impacts areas
around El Reno, Oklahoma.[211] The University of Oklahoma's RaXPol mobile Doppler weather radar, positioned at a nearby overpass, measured winds preliminarily analyzed as in excess of 296mph (476km/h). These winds are considered the second-highest ever measured worldwide, just shy of the 30222mph (48635km/h) recorded during the 1999
Bridge CreekMoore tornado.[212][213]2015 The European Severe Storms Laboratory along with the Max Planck Institute for Nuclear Physics publish a detailed assessment of the 1764 Woldegk tornado, in which it was assigned a rating of F5 on the Fujita scale, marking the oldest official F5 tornado.[214]2023:Elizabeth Leitman becomes the first
woman to issue a convective watch from the Storm Prediction Center.[215][216][217]The TORNADO Act was introduced by U.S. Senator Roger Wicker as well as eight other senators from the 118th United States Congress.[218]The International Fujita scale (IF-scale) is officially published.[219]2024 Researchers with the University of Tennessee and
University of Missouri publish an academic study about how survivors from the 2011 Joplin tornado recover from "Tornado Brain", a new term for the PTSD of tornado survivors.[220]Further information: Timeline of medicine and medical technology 2000 presentSee also: Medicine in the 2010s2001 The first telesurgery is performed by Jacques
Marescaux.2003 Completion of the Human Genome Project2005 The first successful partial face transplant is performed in France.2006 Australian of the Year Dr Ian Frazer develops a vaccine for cervical cancer.2007 Visual prosthetic (bionic eye) Argus I1.2008 Japanese scientists create a form of artificial DNA.2008 Laurent Lantieri performs the
first full face transplant.2011 First successful Uterus transplant from a deceased donor in Turkey.2012 The first successful complete face transplant is performed in Turkey.2012 Doubts raised over Statin medication.2013 First kidney grown in vitro in the U.S.2013 First human liver grown from stem cells in Japan.2014 A 3D printer is used for first
ever skull transplant.[221]2016 The first ever artificial pancreas is created.[222]2019 Researchers 3D-print a heart from human patient's cells.[223]2020 First COVID-19 Vaccine is developed.2022 The complete human genome is sequenced.[224]The Digital Revolution continued into the early 21st century with mobile phone usage and Global Internet
usage growing massively, becoming available to many more people, with more applications and faster speeds.Worldwide Internet users[225]2005201020172023World population (billions)[226]6.56.97.48.0Worldwide16%30%48%67%In developing world8%21%41.3%60%In developed world51%67%81%93%Social networking emerged in the mid-
2000s as a popular form of social communication, partly replacing much of the function of email, message boards and instant messaging services. Twitter, Facebook, YouTube, Instagram, Snapchat and WeChat are all major examples of social media which have gained widespread popularity. The use of webcams and front-facing cameras on PCs and
related devices, and services such as Skype, Zoom and FaceTime, have made video calling and video conferencing widespread. Their use hugely increased during the COVID-19 pandemic.Further information: List of protests in the 21st centuryDecember 2001 riots in Argentina, also known as "Argentinazo"2007 Georgian demonstrations against the
government of president Mikheil SaakashviliTahrir Square Protest during the Arab Spring in EgyptZuccotti Park occupied by protesters during the Occupy Wall Street protests.Peaceful protests in Madrid. In August 2011, Spain's unemployment reached 21.2% (46.2% for youths).Protesters on top of Brazil's National Congress during the 2013 protests
in Brazil"La marcha ms grande de Chile" in Santiago, during the 2019 Estallido SocialGeorge Floyd Protests in May 2020, MinneapolisProtests break out in 2023 across France over the Killing of Nahel Merzouk.Second Intifada2001 Harehills riot2001 G8 Genoa summit protestsDecember 2001 riots in Argentina2002 Gujarat riotsProtests against the
Iraqg WarBolivian gas conflict2003 Maldives civil unrestRose Revolution2004 Venezuelan protests2004 Qamishli riots2004 unrest in Kosovo2004 Dublin May Day protestsOrange RevolutionTulip RevolutionCedar Revolution2005 Belize unrestProtests against Faure Gnassingb2005 Belfast riots2005 civil unrest in France2005 Cronulla riotsJeans
Revolution2006 Oaxaca protests20062008 Lebanese protestsSaffron Revolution2007 Georgian demonstrations2008 Armenian presidential election protests2008 Tibetan unrest2008 riot in Mongolia2009 Icelandic financial crisis protests2009 G-20 London summit protestsApril 2009 Moldovan parliamentary election protests20092010 Iranian election
protestsJuly 2009 rmqi riots2010 Thai political protestsKyrgyz Revolution of 20102010 Kingston unrest2010 G-20 Toronto summit protests2010 Mozambican protests2010 UK student protests20102012 Greek protestsArab SpringTunisian revolution2011 Egyptian revolution2011 Egyptian Post-Revolution protestsimpact of the Arab Spring2011
Magallanes protests2011 Iranian protests2011 Libyan civil warSyrian civil war2011 Georgian protests2011 Northern Ireland riots2011 Malawian protests2011 United Kingdom anti-austerity protestsAnti-austerity movement in PortugalSpanish "Indignants"2011 England riots201113 Chilean student protests2011 Israeli social justice
protestsWorldwide "Occupy" Protests20112013 Russian protestsBersih 3.0 rallyYo Soy 132Belfast City Hall flag protests20122013 Iraqi protests2013 Myanmar anti-Muslim riotsGezi Park protests2013 protests in BrazilJune 2013 Egyptian protests2013 Bangladesh quota reform movement20132014 Cambodian protests2013 Muzaffarnagar
riots20132014 Thai political crisisEuromaidan2013 Italian social protests2013 Little India riots2014 Ukrainian Revolution2014 pro-Russian unrest in Ukraine2014 unrest in Bosnia and HerzegovinaVenezuelan protests (2014present)2014 anti-Muslim riots in Sri Lanka2014 Pakistan anti-government protest2014 Ferguson unrest2014 Hong Kong
protestsProtests against Daniel Ortega2015 Baltimore protestsBurundian unrest (20152018)201518 Iraqi protests2015 Lebanese protestsProtests against Donald TrumpFeesMustFallNuit debout2016 Gabonese protests2016 Turkish coup d'tat attempt201617 South Korean protestsDakota Access Pipeline protests2016 Manipur unrest201617
Cameroonian protests20172019 Romanian protests2017 Belarusian protests20172018 Russian protests20172018 Spanish constitutional crisisUnite the Right rally20172018 Honduran protests2018 Bangladesh quota reform movement2018 anti-Muslim riots in Sri Lanka20182019 Gaza border protests2018 Bangladesh road-safety protestsYellow vests
movementSerbian protests (2018present)Sudanese Revolution2018 Armenian revolution20182023 Haitian crisis20192020 Algerian protests201920 Hong Kong protests2019 Venezuelan uprising attempt2019 Papua protests2019 Egyptian protests20192020 Iraqi protests2019 Ecuadorian protests20192020 Chilean protests2019 Catalan
protests20192020 Guinean protests201920 Lebanese protests2019 Bolivian political crisis2019 Indonesian protests and riots201920 Iranian protests2019 Maltese protests2019-2020 Colombian protestsCitizenship Amendment Act protests20202021 Thai protests20202021 protests against Benjamin NetanyahuUnited States racial unrest
(20202023)2020 Belarusian protests20202021 Serbian protests20202021 Bulgarian protests20202021 Indian farmers' protestEnd SARS protests2020 Polish protests2020 Peruvian protests20202021 United States election protests20202021 Armenian protests2020 Guatemalan protests2021 Dutch curfew riots2021 Russian protests2021 Myanmar
protests2021 Senegalese protests2021 Paraguayan protests2021 Colombian protests2021 South African unrest2022 Kazakh protests2022 Sri Lankan protests2022 Ecuadorian protestsAnti-MONUSCO protests2022 Sierra Leone protestsMahsa Amini protests20222023 Brazilian election protests2022 Mongolian protests20222023 Peruvian
protests2023 Israeli judicial reform protests2023 French pension reform strikes20232024 Georgian protests2023 Pakistani protests2023 South African National Shutdown2023 Manipur violence2023 Senegalese protestsNahel Merzouk protests2023 Armenian protests2024 European farmers' protests2024 Papua New Guinean unrest2024 Indian
farmers' protest2024 pro-Palestinian protests on university campuses2024 New Caledonia unrest2024 Bangladesh quota reform movementKenya Finance Bill protests2024 Harehills unrestJuly 2024 West Bank unrest2024 United Kingdom riotsEnd Bad Governance protests2024 Indonesian local election law protests20242025 Mozambican
protests20242025 Georgian protests2024present Serbian anti-corruption protestsProtests against Yoon Suk Yeol2025 Kinshasa riots2025 Indonesian protests2025 Turkish protestsJune 2025 Los Angeles protestsThe tsunami striking Ao Nang in Thailand on 26 December 2004New Orleans, Louisiana, in the aftermath of Hurricane Katrina in
20052000s2001 Gujarat earthquake An earthquake in Gujarat, India on 26 January 2001, killed approximately 20,000 people.January 2001 El Salvador earthquake A 7.9 earthquake in El Salvador shook the whole country on 13 January 2001, causing a major devastating landslide, hundreds dead, thousands injured and many homeless. A month later,
on 13 February 2001, the country suffered a second earthquake 6.72003 European heat wave Approximately up to 70,000 people were Kkilled across Europe in a summer long heat wave.2003 Bam earthquake An earthquake in Bam, Iran on 27 December 2003, killed more than 26,000.2004 Hurricane Jeanne Over 3,000 people are killed by Hurricane
Jeanne in Haiti in September 2004.2004 Indian Ocean earthquake and tsunami On 26 December 2004, a massive undersea earthquake resulted in a massive tsunami striking southeast Asia killing approximately 230,000.2005 Hurricane Katrina The hurricane killed 1,836 in southeast Louisiana and Mississippi (mostly in New Orleans) and South
Florida. A significant portion of the city, most of which sits below sea level, was submerged. Damages reached US$81.5 billion, making Katrina the costliest tropical cyclone ever recorded in the U.S.2005 Kashmir earthquake An earthquake in Kashmir on 8 October 2005, killed at least 74,500 in India and Pakistan.2008 Cyclone Nargis lead to
catastrophic storm surge, leading to a death toll in excess of 100,000 and making millions homeless.2008 Sichuan earthquake An earthquake between 7.9 and 8.0-magnitude struck Sichuan, China, on 12 May 2008, killing 68,712, with 17,921 missing.2009 Black Saturday bushfires The Black Saturday bushfires were a series of bushfires that ignited or
were burning across the Australian state of Victoria, Australia on and around Saturday, 7 February 2009. The fires occurred during extreme bushfire-weather conditions and resulted in Australia's highest ever loss of life from a bushfire; 173 people died and 414 were injured.2009 L'Aquila earthquake A 6.3 magnitude earthquake strikes near L'Aquila
(Italy) on 6 April 2009, one of the worst in Italian history. 308 were pronounced dead and more than 65,000 were made homeless.2009 flu pandemic A worldwide outbreak of Influenza A virus subtype H1N1 spread around the world forming a pandemic by June 2009.2010sDamaged buildings in Port-au-Prince as a result of the 2010 Haiti
earthquakeHurricane Maria destruction in Dominica in 20172010 Haiti earthquake At least 230,000 are killed in Haiti after a massive earthquake on 12 January 2010. Three million people were made homeless.2010 Chile earthquake A massive earthquake, magnitude 8.8, strikes the central Chilean coast on 27 February 2010.2010 Yushu earthquake
A large 6.9 magnitude earthquake struck the Yushu region of China in Qinghai near Tibet, on 14 April 2010, killing over 2,200 people.2010 eruption of Eyjafjallajkull A massive ash cloud is formed by the eruption of the Icelandic volcano Eyjafjallajkull, on 14 April 2010, grounding flights across northwest Europe. Scientists began recording volcanic
activity there in 2009 which increased through March 2010 culminating in the second phase eruption in April.2010 Pakistan floods Began in July 2010 after record heavy monsoon rains. The Khyber Pakhtunkhwa province of Pakistan was worst affected. At least 1,600 people were Kkilled, thousands were rendered homeless, and more than thirteen
million people were affected.[227][228][229][230][231] Estimates from rescue service officials suggest the death toll may reach 3,000 victims.[232]2011 Queensland floods Began in December 2010 primarily in Queensland. The flood causes thousands of people to evacuate. At least 200,000 people were affected by the flood. The flood continued
throughout January 2011 in Queensland, and the estimated reduction in Australia's GDP is about A$30 billion.Cyclone Yasi A category 5 (Australian Scale) cyclone hits North Queensland with winds as strong as 290km/h (197 miles/hr) and devastates the residents of North Queensland.February 2011 Christchurch earthquake 185 people died in New
Zealand after a 6.3-magnitude earthquake hit Christchurch on 22 February 2011, making it New Zealand's second-deadliest natural disaster after the 1931 Hawke's Bay earthquake.2011 Thoku earthquake and tsunami On 11 March 2011, a catastrophic undersea earthquake of magnitude 9.0 occurred offshore of eastern Japan, the greatest in the
country's history and created a massive tsunami which killed 15,894; it also triggered the Fukushima I nuclear accidents. The overall cost for the earthquake, tsunami and nuclear accidents reached up to US$235 billion, making it the costliest natural disaster on record.2011 Super Outbreak Regarded as the deadliest tornado outbreak ever recorded
and dubbed the 2011 Super Outbreak, a catastrophic tornado outbreak on 2528 April affected the Southern United States and killed over 330 people, most of whom were in or from Alabama. Damages are expected to be near or over $10 billion.2011 Joplin tornado On 22 May 2011, a devastating EF5 tornado struck Joplin, Missouri, resulting in 159
casualties, making it the deadliest tornado to hit the United States since 1947.Tropical Storm Washi Locally known as Sendong, it caused catastrophic flooding in the Philippine island of Mindanao on the night of 16 December 2011. The hardest hits were in Cagayan de Oro and Iligan City. Almost 1000 people perished, most of whom were sleeping,
and President Benigno Aquino III declared a state of calamity four days later.Hurricane Sandy 2430 October 2012 kills at least 185 people in the Caribbean, Bahamas, United States and Canada. Considerable storm surge damage causes major disruption to the eastern seaboard of the United States.[233][234]1[235]2013 Bohol earthquake An
earthquake of magnitude 7.2 that killed 22 people and destroyed a total worth of 2.25 billion, Typhoon Haiyan 2013 kills more than 6,000 people in central Philippines. Considered to be one of the strongest storms ever, it brought major damage and loss of life to the Philippines, especially the islands of Leyte and Samar. A worldwide humanitarian
effort began in the aftermath of the typhoon.2014 Southeast Europe floods kill at least 80 people in Bosnia and Herzegovina and Serbia. Floodwaters caused over 2,000 landslides across the Balkan region, spreading damage across many towns and villages.April 2015 Nepal earthquake An earthquake of 7.8 magnitude kills almost 9,000 people, injures
another 22,000 and leaves nearly 3 million people homeless in Central Nepal. The earthquake was so strong it was felt in India, Pakistan and Bangladesh.2016 Taiwan earthquake An earthquake of 6.4 magnitude kills 117 people, injures 550, and 4 people were left missing. The earthquake resulted in 3 executives of the Weiguan developer being
arrested under charges of professional negligence resulting in death.August 2016 Central Italy earthquake A 6.2 magnitude earthquake killed 299 people and severely damaged Amatrice, Accumoli and Arquata del Tronto.2018 Sulawesi earthquake and tsunami A shallow, large earthquake struck in the neck of the Minahasa Peninsula, Indonesia, with
its epicentre located in the mountainous Donggala Regency, Central Sulawesi. The magnitude 7.5 quake was located 70km (43mi) away from the provincial capital Palu and was felt as far away as Samarinda on East Kalimantan and also in Tawau, Malaysia.2020sUnprecedented flooding displaces millions and threatens famine in Sudan and South
Sudan in 20202021.[236][237]0n 12 January 2020, the Taal Volcano erupted for the first time in 43 years.The 2020 Atlantic hurricane season, the most active regional season on record with 30 total named storms, results in over 400 fatalities across parts of the United States, Central America and the Caribbean.At least 20 people are killed in 2021
Henan floods in China after heavy rainfall (at least 20c per hour) exacerbated by the approach of Typhoon In-fa breaks existing records.The 2021 European floods kill over 188 people and devastate Belgium, Germany, Austria, the Netherlands, Croatia, Switzerland, Italy and Luxemburg. Floods in Germany prove to be the deadliest since the North Sea
Flood of 1962.0n 27 July 2022, a magnitude-7.0 earthquake hit Luzon, causing 11 deaths and 1.88 billion of property damage.In September 2022, Hurricane Ian hit the west coast of Florida as a Category 4 Atlantic hurricane, becoming the deadliest hurricane to hit Florida since the 1935 Labor Day hurricane.Towards the end of the month of
September 2024, Hurricane Helene made landfall in the Big Bend region of Florida at category 4 strength, causing catastrophic damage. Towards the end of its life, Helene hit the states of Georgia, South Carolina and North Carolina, becoming the fifth costliest tropical storm on record with estimates up to $78.7 billion (in 2024 USD).Deepwater
Horizon offshore drilling unit in the Gulf of Mexico on fire in 20100n 27 July 2002, a Sukhoi Su-27 fighter crashes at an air show in Ukraine, killing 77 and injuring more than 100, making it the worst air show disaster in history.On 1 February 2003, at the conclusion of the STS-107 mission, the Space Shuttle Columbia disintegrates during reentry
over Texas, killing all seven astronauts on board.The Black Saturday bushfires the deadliest bushfires in Australian history took place across the Australian state of Victoria on 7 February 2009, during extreme bushfire-weather conditions, resulting in 173 people killed, more than 500 injured, and around 7,500 homeless. The fires came after
Melbourne recorded the highest-ever temperature (46.4C, 115F) of any capital city in Australia. The majority of the fires were ignited by either fallen or clashing power lines or deliberately lit.On 10 April 2010, Polish President Lech Kaczyski, his wife and 94 other people, including dozens of government officials, are killed in a plane crash.On 20 April
2010, an explosion on the Deepwater Horizon offshore drilling rig, operating in the Gulf of Mexico off the coast of Louisiana, left eleven crewmen dead and resulted in a fire that sank the rig and caused a massive-scale oil spill[238] that may become one of the worst environmental disasters in United States history.[239] On 18 June 2010,
oceanographer John Kessler said that the crude gushing from the well contains 40 percent methane, compared to about 5 percent found in typical oil deposits. Methane is a natural gas that could potentially suffocate marine life and create "dead zones" where oxygen is so depleted that nothing lives. "This is the most vigorous methane eruption in
modern human history," Kessler said.[240] On 20 June an internal BP document was released by Congress revealing that BP estimated the flow could be as much as 100,000 barrels (4,200,000 US gallons; 16,000 cubic metres) per day under the circumstances that existed since 20 April blowout.[241][242]Western African Ebola virus epidemicSanto
Andre's hospital during the peak of the COVID-19 pandemicSeveral epidemics and pandemics have defined the early century. There have been two epidemics and pandemics involving severe acute respiratory syndrome: the 2002-2004 outbreak with the variant SARS-CoV-1 that began in China, leading to 8,000 infections and 774 deaths worldwide;
[243] and in 2020, the virus strain SARS-CoV-2 caused an outbreak of the coronavirus disease.[244] Its societal impacts were numerous: lockdowns were imposed, which contributed to economic stagnation.[245] The death toll from the pandemic could be as high as 33 million,[246] and it is widely considered to be in the top five deadliest pandemics.
Modern medical advancements and superior hygiene prevented the pandemic from being any deadlier than it was, and the pandemic was over by 2023.No other epidemic or pandemic in the century compared to the COVID-19 pandemic in terms of mortality or societal impact. Nonetheless, other epidemics and pandemics in the century included the
worldwide 2009 swine flu pandemic, an uptick in global HIN1 influenza cases.[247] The pandemic resulted in possibly up to 1.4 billion cases and 284,000 deaths.[248][249]In 2013, an epidemic of the Ebola Virus began in West Africa. After cases reached their peak in October 2014[250] and the epidemic was over by 2016,[251] the infection count
had reached 28,646 cases and 11,323 deaths - an extraordinarily high case-fatality rate (40%).[252]The 2008 financial crisis led to the Great Recession.In the early 2010s the European debt crisis caused major effects on European politics and contributing to power shifts and the introduction of austerity policies in different countries.Developing
countries make up for 97% of the world's growth, and industrialization leads to the rapid rise of BRICS economies and the weakening of American hegemony in the global economy.The recession caused by the COVID-19 pandemic forced many governments and economic sectors to heavily invest and restructure, especially through widespread
introduction of remote work.Economic restructuring was pursued in many economies due to global climate change.Association football is the most popular sport worldwide with the FIFA World Cup being the most viewed football event. Other sports such as rugby, cricket, baseball, basketball, ice hockey, tennis, and golf are popular globally. In
cricket, the emergence of the Twenty20 format and the creation of the Indian Premier League led to changes in the nature of the sport. American swimmer Michael Phelps won an Olympic record setting 8 Gold medals at the 2008 Summer Olympics.The Beijing Bird's Nest Stadium during the 2008 Summer OlympicsThe 2002 Winter Olympics were
held in Salt Lake City, United StatesThe 2004 Summer Olympics were held in Athens, GreeceThe 2006 Winter Olympics were held in Turin, ItalyThe 2008 Summer Olympics were held in Beijing, ChinaThe 2010 Winter Olympics were held in Vancouver, CanadaThe 2012 Summer Olympics were held in London, United KingdomThe 2014 Winter
Olympics were held in Sochi, RussiaThe 2016 Summer Olympics were held in Rio de Janeiro, BrazilThe 2018 Winter Olympics were held in Pyeongchang, South KoreaThe 2020 Summer Olympics were held in Tokyo, JapanThe 2022 Winter Olympics were held in Beijing, ChinaThe 2024 Summer Olympics were held in Paris, FranceThe 2026 Winter
Olympics will be held in Milan and Cortina d'Ampezzo, ItalyThe 2028 Summer Olympics will be held in Los Angeles, United StatesThe 2030 Winter Olympics will be held in the French Alps, FranceThe 2032 Summer Olympics will be held in Brisbane, AustraliaThe 2034 Winter Olympics will be held in Salt Lake City, United StatesThe 2002 FIFA World
Cup host South Korea and Japan was won by BrazilThe 2006 FIFA World Cup host Germany was won by ItalyThe 2010 FIFA World Cup host South Africa was won by SpainThe 2014 FIFA World Cup host Brazil was won by GermanyThe 2018 FIFA World Cup host Russia was won by FranceThe 2022 FIFA World Cup host Qatar was won by
ArgentinaThe 2003 FIFA Women's World Cup host United States was won by GermanyThe 2007 FIFA Women's World Cup host China was won by GermanyThe 2011 FIFA Women's World Cup host Germany was won by JapanThe 2015 FIFA Women's World Cup host Canada was won by United StatesThe 2019 FIFA Women's World Cup host France
was won by United StatesThe 2023 FIFA Women's World Cup host Australia and New Zealand was won by SpainThe 2003 Cricket World Cup host South Africa, Zimbabwe and Kenya was won by AustraliaThe 2007 Cricket World Cup host West Indies was won by AustraliaThe 2011 Cricket World Cup host India, Sri Lanka and Bangladesh was won by
IndiaThe 2015 Cricket World Cup host Australia and New Zealand was won by AustraliaThe 2019 Cricket World Cup host England and Wales was won by EnglandThe 2023 Cricket World Cup host India was won by AustraliaQuarterback Tom Brady played in 10 Super Bowls, the most ever.In the National Football League, the New England Patriots
were the dominant franchise of the first two decades of the 21st century, winning six Super Bowls between their first, in 2001, and their most recent, in 2018 and appearing in an additional three others. Head Coach Bill Belichick and quarterback Tom Brady led the team during the stretch, with Brady also leading the Tampa Bay Buccaneers to an
additional Super Bowl following the 2020 season. Other teams with multiple Super Bowl appearances over that time period include the Philadelphia Eagles, New York Giants, Kansas City Chiefs, Seattle Seahawks, and Carolina Panthers. Besides Brady, who also won three Associated Press NFL Most Valuable Player Award (MVP), other highly
recognized players include quarterback Peyton Manning, who won five MVP awards, the most in history, and quarterback Aaron Rodgers who won three MVPs, who in 2011 set the NFL record for season passer rating. Successful offensive players at other positions include wide receiver Randy Moss, who set the record for most receiving touchdowns
in a season with 23 in 2007, wide receiver Michael Thomas, who set the NFL record for most receptions in a season with 149 in 2019, tight end Rob Gronkowski, who became the first tight end to lead the league in receiving touchdowns in 2011, and running back Adrian Peterson, who set the all-time NFL record for rushing yards in a game with 296
in 2007, his rookie year. Key defensive players of the century include safety Ed Reed, who led the league in interceptions three times, linebacker Ray Lewis, who set the career tackles record when he retired in 2012, and linebacker J. J. Watt, who is the only player to record more than 20 quarterback sacks in two different seasons.In American college
football, the sport saw the creation of the College Football Playoff, the first playoff for NCAA Division I Football Bowl Subdivision, the highest level of college football in the U.S. The series was dominated by two teams, the Clemson Tigers and Alabama Crimson Tide, at least one of which has played in every Playoff since its inception in 2014 and
between them have won all but one of said championships. Prior to 2014, the method of determining the champion was done via the Bowl Championship Series (BCS), a single championship game that attempted to match the top two teams in the country using a series of polls and computer rankings to choose the top two teams. In the BCS era, the top
teams were Alabama, which won three BCS Championships, and Florida State, LSU, and Oklahoma, which won two BCS Championships each. Nick Saban, who led both LSU and Alabama to one and seven national championships respectively, was the most dominant coach of his era, while quarterbacks dominated the Heisman Trophy, winning 16 of
20 during the first two decades of the 21st century. Several controversies over the payment of athletes dominated the sport, with Heisman Trophy winner Reggie Bush being forced to return his award over receiving improper benefits while maintaining amateur status, while officials and media continued to debate the possibility of paying athletes at
all levels of college athletics.In Canadian football, the league opened the 21st century facing an uncertain financial future, suffering from the failures of the experiment of trying to field Canadian football teams in the United States and having to contract a large number of teams at the end of the 20th century. The league fluctuated between eight and
nine teams as two different Ottawa-based franchises failed during the first decade of the 21st century. The league found stability during the 2010s, and showed surprising parity between the teams, with all nine teams appearing in at least one Grey Cup during the 2000s and 2010s, and with only the Montreal Alouettes winning back-to-back titles
during those two decades, in 2009 and 2010. Quarterback Anthony Calvillo of the Alouettes was the face of the league during his career, winning three Most Outstanding Player Awards and setting several passing records in the process.Tiger Woods was the most successful male golfer of the first two decades of the 21st century.The 2002 Ryder Cup
was won by Europe 15 and a half to the USA's 12 and a half.The 2004 Ryder Cup was won by Europe 18 and a half to the USA's 9 and a half.The 2006 Ryder Cup was won by Europe again 18 and a half to the USA's 9 and a half.The 2008 Ryder Cup was won by the USA 16 and a half to Europe's 11 and a half.The 2010 Ryder Cup was won by Europe 14
and a half to the USA's 13 and a half.The 2012 Ryder Cup was won by Europe 14 and a half to the USA's 13 and a half.The 2014 Ryder Cup was won by Europe 16 and a half to the USA's 11 and a half.The 2016 Ryder Cup was won by USA 17 to Europe's 11.The 2018 Ryder Cup was won by Europe 17 and a half to the USA's 10 and a half.The 2021
Ryder Cup was won by USA 19 to Europe's 9.The 2023 Ryder Cup was won by Europe 16 and a half to the USA's 11 and half.The start of a race during the 2016 Supercars Championship in AustraliaDale Earnhardt died after a last-lap crash during the Daytona 500 in February 2001.Michael Schumacher broke many records in the first few years of the
century, including the record for most races won (91), most World Championships (7), and most pole positions (68) by the time he retired in 2006. In 2010, he announced his comeback to Formula One after three years out of the sport, retiring again in 2012.Sebastian Vettel broke numerous records on his way to becoming Formula One's youngest
ever world champion, in 2010 at age 23, and then the youngest ever double world champion, in 2011 at age 24.Sbastien Loeb became the most successful rally driver ever, winning the World Rally Championship a record 9 consecutive times between 2004 and 2012. He also set new records for the most wins, podium finishes and points scored.Casey
Stoner won his second MotoGP world title (2007 and 2011), and announced his retirement from the sport at just 27 years of age, citing disagreement with the direction of the sport and a desire to spend more time with his family. His retirement became effective at the end of the 2012 MotoGP season. Stoner has won every MotoGP-branded race at
least once.Craig Lowndes became the first driver to reach 100 race wins in the V8 Supercars Championship.Lewis Hamilton broke the record for most career pole positions in Formula One in 2019, and the record for most career wins in 2020.2003 Rugby World Cup host Australia was won by England2007 Rugby World Cup host France was won by
South Africa2011 Rugby World Cup host New Zealand was won by New Zealand2015 Rugby World Cup host England was won by New Zealand2019 Rugby World Cup host Japan was won by South Africa2023 Rugby World Cup host France was won by South AfricaRoger Federer won 20 Grand Slam titles (6 Australian Opens, 1 French Open, 8
Wimbledons, and 5 US Opens) to surpass Pete Sampras' record of 14.Roger Federer, Rafael Nadal and Novak Djokovic each completed a Career Grand Slam, winning the singles championships in the Australian Open, French Open, Wimbledon and US Open; Nadal also won the Olympic Singles gold medal in the 2008 Beijing Summer Olympics to
complete a Golden Career Slam.At the 2010 Wimbledon Championships, John Isner and Nicolas Mahut completed the longest tennis match ever. Isner won 64, 36, 67(7), 76(3), 7068.In 2019, Rafael Nadal became the first male player to win a single Grand Slam tournament (French Open) 12 times.Serena Williams won 23 Grand Slam titles (7
Australian Opens, 3 French Opens, 7 Wimbledons, and 6 US Opens) in the 21st century, to add to her 1999 US Open title. Including a 2017 Australian Open win whilst 8 weeks pregnantMaria Sharapova became the first female Russian player to reach No.1 on 22 August 2005. She also retired in 2020.China's Li Na won the 2011 French Open,
becoming the first player, male or female, from that country to win a Grand Slam.Belarusian Victoria Azarenka won the 2012 Australian Open, becoming the first player, male or female, from that country to win a Grand Slam, and also hold the No.1 ranking (taking over from Caroline Wozniacki).Main article: Contemporary artSee also: Art:21The rise
of the Internet and Social Media led to art being democratized and revolutionized.[253] Art websites and spaces such as DeviantArt grew rapidly. New art movements, such as minimalism, craftivism, stuckism, and remodernism, as well as art forms such as street art, environmental art, and pixel art, rose as well. However, concerns grew over the
dilution and commercialization of art.[254]In the late 2010s, NFTs, unique digital assets that represent ownership or proof of authenticity for a specific item, primarily used for digital art, as a new form of investment asset, began surging dramatically. However, many considered them to be an economic bubble or a Ponzi scheme.[255] In 2022, the
NFT market collapsed; a May 2022 estimate was that the number of sales was down over 90% compared to 2021.[256] By September 2023, over 95% of all NFTs had zero monetary value.[257]See also: Category:21st century in musicThe Eras Tour of Taylor SwiftAt the beginning of the century, the compact disc (CD) was the standard form of music
media, but alternative forms of music media started to take its place such as music downloading and online streaming. A resurgence in sales of vinyl records in the 2010s was driven by record collectors and audiophiles who prefer the sound of analog vinyl records to digital recordings. In 2020, for the first time since the 1980s, vinyl surpassed CDs as
the primary form of physical media for consumers of music, though both were still surpassed by online streaming, which by the 2020s became the predominant way that people consumed music.[258] As of 2024, the most active music streaming services were YouTube (2 billion monthly music users, 100 million premium subscribers), Spotify (615
million monthly users, 239 million premium subscribers), Tencent Music (576 million monthly users, 106.7 million premium subscribers), NetEase Cloud Music (205.9 million monthly users, 44.1 million premium subscribers), Gaana (185 million monthly users), SoundCloud (175 million monthly users), JioSaavn (100 million monthly users), and Apple
Music (60 million subscribers).[259]As with music, the story of the first three decades of the 21st century was the growth of streaming television services in competition with older forms of television, such as Terrestrial television, cable television, and satellite television. The first major company to dominate the streaming service market was Netflix,
which began as a DVD-delivery service in the late 1990s, transitioned into an online media streaming platform initially focused on delivering content produced by studios, then began to produce its own content, beginning with the popular and critically acclaimed series House of Cards in 2013. Netflix's success encouraged the creation of numerous
other streaming services, such as Hulu, YouTube Premium, Amazon Prime Video, and Disney+, the latter of which, within a year of its launch, overtook Netflix as the most downloaded television streaming application.[260]Global Peak Oil forecast. Virtually all economic sectors rely heavily on petroleum.Climate change: Climate scientists have reached
a consensus that the earth is undergoing significant anthropogenic, i.e. human-induced, global warming.[261] Global warming risks considerable losses in biodiversity and ecosystem services, unless considerable sociopolitical changes are introduced, particularly in patterns of mass consumption and transportation.[262]Dhaka, Bangladesh in 2006.
Almost 97% of future population growth is expected to occur in developing (mid-to-low income) countries.[263]Population: The world's population demographics will shift considerably, with the population of Europe and East Asia predicted to decline considerably and the population of Africa, and to a lesser extent South Asia, to grow considerably,
unless there are policy changes. The United Nations estimates world population will reach 9.7 billion by 2050, and peak at nearly 10.4 billion in the 2080s.[264]Overconsumption and overpopulation: Such growth raises questions of ecological sustainability and creates many economic and political disruptions. In response, many countries have adopted
policies which either force or encourage their citizens to have fewer children, and others have limited immigration or both.[265][266]Poverty: Poverty remains the root cause of many of the world's other ills, including famine, disease, and insufficient education. Poverty contains many self-reinforcing elements (e.g. it can make education unaffordable,
which results in continuing poverty) that aid groups hope to rectify. Progress has been made in reducing poverty, especially in China and India, but increasingly in Africa as well.[267]In early 2019, more than 90% of world's 13,865 nuclear weapons were owned by Russia and the United States.[268]War: Conflicts continue around the world, such as
the Syrian Civil War, the Yemeni Civil War and the Russo-Ukrainian War. Violence continues in the Arablsraeli conflict. Concern remains about nuclear war and nuclear proliferation and the availability of weapons of mass destruction to rogue groups.[269]War on drugs: The legal, social, and military battle by governments against drug cartels show
little results in ending drug trading and consumption, and an increase in the lives taken. After 2006 in the Mexican Drug War, more than 100,000 human lives have been lost. Some jurisdictions have enacted a degree of legalization or decriminalization of some kinds of drugs and narcotics, notably several U.S. states legalizing marijuana for
recreational or medical use.[270][271]Intellectual property: The increasing popularity of digital formats for entertainment media such as movies and music, and the ease of copying and distributing it via the Internet and peer-to-peer networks, has raised concerns in the media industry about copyright infringement (piracy). Much debate is proceeding
about the proper bounds between protection of copyright, trademark and patent rights versus fair use and the public domain, where some argue that such laws have shifted greatly towards intellectual property owners and away from the interests of the general public, while others say that such legal change is needed to deal with a perceived threat of
new technologies against the rights of authors and artists (or, as some put it, against the outmoded business models of the entertainment industry).[272][273]Technology: Communications and control technology continues to augment the intelligence of individual humans, collections of humans, and machines. Some, notably Ray Kurzweil, have
predicted that by the middle of the century there will be a technological singularity if artificial intelligence that outsmarts humans is created. Economists have expressed concerns over technological unemployment due to automation, including AI.[274][275]Marriage open to same-sex couplesDeath penalty for homosexualityCivil and political rights,
including women's rights, LGBT rights, racial equality, minority rights, and the rights of disabled and individuals with neurodevelopmental disabilities (e.g. autism) are still a work in progress. Women are unable to realize or outright denied their rights in many countries, including India, China[276] and Saudi Arabia, and sexual violence against
women is still an enormous problem. Sex-selective abortion has reduced the number of women born worldwide since 1990, mostly because of son preference in China, India, Pakistan, Vietnam, South Korea and other countries. In many countries attitudes towards homosexuality have become more tolerant. Same-sex marriage was legalized in several
jurisdictions during the first two decades of the century, but outlawed by constitutional amendment in other places. Meanwhile, some countries such as Uganda and Russia moved to toughen their laws against any sort of homosexual behavior or expression. Political battles over pro- or anti-gay legislation provoked much activism in the streets and on
the Internet. Hate groups remain a serious problem, and ethnic minorities have a lower status in many countries, including the United States. Neurological conditions such as ADHD and autism are becoming more understood and recognized.Globalization: Advances in telecommunications and transportation, the expansion of capitalism, through
Neoliberalism since the late 1980s, and free trade agreements have resulted in unprecedented global economic and cultural integration. Most economists believe free trade leads to economic growth and benefits most people, including small businesses.[277] In recent years, however, there has been a backlash against globalization and a return to
protectionist attitudes among some leaders and nations, most notably United States President Donald Trump and the United Kingdom's decision to leave the European Union.Disease: Heart disease, cancer, neonatal conditions and other diseases kill millions annually.[278] Antibiotic resistance is a growing concern. Other diseases, such as COVID-19



and flu variations, are causes for concern.Further information: List of future astronomical events 21st century8 June 2004: Transit of Venus.23 December 2007: grand conjunction, a galactic conjunction which happens every 26,000 years.2009: Triple conjunction JupiterNeptune.Solar eclipse of July 22, 2009, total of 6 min 38.8 s, saros 136.Solar
eclipse of January 15, 2010, annular of 11 min 08 s, saros 141. The longest of the century, and also of the entire millennium.56 June 2012: Transit of Venus.11 November 2019: Transit of Mercury.Solar eclipse of June 21, 2020, annular of 38 s, saros 137Modern history portal20th centuryTimeline of the 21st centuryTimeline of geopolitical changes in
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edit)1942 (links | edit)View (previous 50 | next 50) (20 | 50 | 100 | 250 | 500)Retrieved from " WhatLinksHere/21st _century" Further ReadingThe Top 7 Most Influential Inventors of the Modern Era In the entirety of human history there are 5 inventions which have forever changed society. Each of these inventions have marked a shift in the entire
worlds development. As such in order to land on the following list each item would have had to introduce new concepts that billions of people interact with everyday. The 5 inventions that have changed human history are the following: The Printing PressThe TelephoneThe Analytical EngineThe BatteryThe Steam Engine Each of these inventions are
important because without them our modern world would look completely different. Under each of the following sections is a further reading section that outlines the invention in more detail if you would like to learn about its importance and inventor. Here at The History Ace I strive to publish the best history articles on the internet. If at the end of
this article you enjoyed it feel free to subscribe to the free newsletter and share around the internet. Without further ado, here are the 5 most important inventions in human history. In 15th century Europe an invention was about to be unveiled that would forever change human history; the printing press. The printing press was invented sometime
around 1440 AD by German Goldsmith Johannes Gutenberg. By applying gold die molding techniques to letters Gutenberg would create a way for books to be mass produced in a fast manner. This forever changed human history as it allowed information to spread outside of the European church which up until the 15th century held a monopoly over
all knowledge production. The printing press changed human history through 2 distinctive ways. First, the printing press allowed knowledge production in Europe to happen outside the Catholic Church. Before the printing press was invented the only way for a book to be published was by having it hand copied by armies of Monks in the church. When
the printing press was invented it allowed books to now be rapidly produced across the world. Second, before the invention of the printing press all books were written in the high language of Latin. This made reading them extraordinarily difficult and only those with several years of experience could effectively read and translate the books. The
printing press allowed books to be mass translated into other languages. Now people can easily write and read books in their native languages. As a result of this the printing press remains one of the most important inventions in human history. One of the most important inventions in human history was introduced during the 19th century in the
United States. This was the invention of the telephone and it forever changed how the world works. The inventor of the telephone was a man named Alexander Graham Bell. Bell from an early age would spend countless hours taking apart and rebuilding things to discover how they work. This curiosity would serve him his entire life. In 1876 Graham
applied for and received the patent for the Telephone. At this point in society most of the world communicated through telegraph lines or by mail. Most people did not see the importance of the telephone at first. However the telephone would forever change human history through 3 distinct ways. First, the telephone allowed for near instant
communication on business ideas. A letter would take several weeks to get to a destination which made conducting business slow and cumbersome. The telephone allowed merchants and business owners to interchange ideas and concepts faster than ever before. Second, the telephone allowed for a faster spread of national identity. Before the
invention of the telephone people had to communicate ideals and politics through letters which had to be physically delivered. In the harsher frontier lands of the world these ideas could not be received. Telephones would allow this to forever change. It is not coincidence that the rise of the telephone coincided with the rise of nation states. Third, the
invention of the telephone forever changed human history by allowing efficient markets to develop. Before the telephone prices on stocks and goods would have a delay of several hours at the fastest. The telephone allowed investors and merchants to be able to efficiently price goods and create an incredibly efficient market. To this day the telephone
continues to shape our world and history. As such it firmly lands on this list of the top 5 most important inventions that forever changed human history. One of the most important inventions in human history was introduced by an English mathematician named Charles Babbage who understood the limits of Human mathematical ability. Charles
Babbage would develop the worlds first modern computer. He named this device the Analytical Engine. Babbage knew that humans could only process very basic levels of mathematics. He would spend hours performing calculations and needed a way to speed up the process. Working with engineers this Victorian man created the worlds first modern
computer. This machine came with a computer processor, computer memory, and the ability to perform advanced calculations in loops. All modern computers have stemmed from this one machine. Babbages Analytical Engine was designed to be able to take a series of numbers and perform a series of calculations upon them. Babbage would use this
machine to speed up his own calculation times. Today all modern computers use the three components of the Analytical Engine; the processor, memory, and computation loops. Because of this invention the world would begin to develop computers. Its amazing that such an advanced machine was built shortly after the American and French
Revolutions. As such the Analytical Engine lands on this list of the top 5 most important inventions in human history. One of the most important inventions in human history came about in Italy in the late 18th and early 19th centuries; this was the invention of the battery. Two Italian inventors named Alessandro Volta and Luigi Galvani created the first
modern battery in 1800. For the first time in human history people could now capture energy and store it for later use. This was a monumental accomplishment. The concept of storing energy in a battery was not a new concept. We have evidence that inventors have been experimenting with energizing liquids and solids to store energy since the
ancient Greeks. However, these ancient inventions would fail as they could not hold an electrical charge long enough to make the battery useful. Volta and Galvani changed this by creating a device which could store energy for an extended period of time. This forever changed human history by giving humanity the ability to store excess energy for
long periods of time. Now inventors could begin to experiment with large scale machinery powered by excess energy which was stored by using battery technology. The Battery directly led to a revolution in machinery and factory production that today we call the Industrial Revolution. As such the invention of the battery remains one of the most
important inventions in human history. Easily one of the most important inventions in human history is the steam engine. The concept of a steam powered device was not new during the modern era. The ancient Romans and Greeks had been experimenting with steam as a source of power nearly 1,500 years before the Steam Engine was formally
invented. However, the one limiting factor of these early steam engines was the fuel needed to run it. This would change during the 18th and 19th century in England when large amounts of coal deposits were discovered near the surface across the British Isles. Coal was a better fuel source for steam power because of its higher burning temperature.
Previously wood was the primary fuel source across Europe, however as the population grew the European forests started to decline. Coal presented a new fuel source that was easily mined. Now it was cost effective to create steam powered engines that could produce massive amounts of energy easily. As such in 1776 James Watt patented the
worlds first modern steam engine. Over the next 40 years steam power came to dominate the worlds energy generation and would jumpstart the Industrial Revolution. Without the steam engine its doubtful that the world and human history would look the same as it does today. As such the steam engine lands firmly on this list of the top 5 most
important inventions in human history. There you have it; an entire article dedicated to the top 5 most important inventions in human history. Several other inventions could have been included on this list. However, the reason that only 5 made the list is because today nearly everyone around the world interacts with them on a daily basis. Without
these inventions the world would look considerably different. Here at The History Ace I strive to publish the best history articles on the internet. If you enjoyed this article then consider subscribing to the free newsletter and sharing around the internet. Further, you can check out some of the other articles below. Here is how the American Revolution
changed the world. Many people are not aware of just how important this event actually was.Read More Why did the Roman people love chariot racing? Well it all comes down to these 3 reasons.Read More What was the design and color of Roman Chariots? Were they faster or slower then normal chariots? Well here is everything!Read More
Sincerely, Nick Great minds often tend to change the whole world with just one invention. We would still be sitting by a candle and writing a letter to get in touch with a friend, as opposed to sitting in front of the computer and logging into Facebook to contact a friend if it wasnt for certain inventions that were so incredible that they had enough
impact to change the whole world forever. Today, we point out the 10 inventions that have had the most impact on human society. 1 - The Wheel The wheel is often regarded as the invention that paved the way for all other innovations created throughout history. It is so old that it is not known when it was first created or who invented it. However, the
oldest wheel found on the planet is estimated to be more than 5 thousand years old. The wheel was at first used for more efficient and faster transportation of goods. Even now, the wheel is one of the main things new technological inventions depend on. 2 The Compass The compass was used since the 14th century, and is still represents the
navigation system for some explorers, even though navigation has never been easier with the satellite signals coming from space straight to your phone. Remember that without the compass many researchers would never have reached their planned destinations, and history would be totally different. This innovation was the one that ignited the Age
of Discovery and also enabled interaction between previously isolated populations around the world. 3 Printing Press Ever since the 11th century, there were ideas of a printing press around the world. However, the person that realized these ideas in an efficient way and made it popular was Johann Gutenberg. He did so in the 1430s. He thought of
several great ideas to perfect this invention, such as creating metal printing blocks, as they were proved to be much more durable then the hand-carved wooden letters that were used up until that point. He was also notable for his advancement in ink and paper production. The printing press had an amazing impact for people all around the world,
because information could be recorded and spread around the world much faster than before. It also made books far more affordable to middle class people. 4 The Telephone Since it was invented, the telephone has been regarded as one of the most useful things to have in your home. It simply lets us communicate with any other person in the world
that also has a telephone. However, it was not always affordable for a lot of people. After Alexander Graham Bell invented this device, only few people were in the possession of it. However, after mass production cut down the price and after more people started using them, they revolutionized the world of communication. Nowadays, its hard to
imagine a person going anywhere without a cell phone in their pocket. 5 Steam Engine None of the existing transportation methods that you can see around you would ever be possible if the steam engine hadnt been invented. More importantly, you wouldnt have supermarkets and large quantities of foods, drinks, and clothes everywhere if it wasnt
for this innovation. Prior to the steam engine, everything was made by hand. It is enough to say that it had such an impact on the human society that it sparked the Industrial Revolution. After that, large factories started opening, and the rest is history. 6 Antibiotics The invention of antibiotics was a huge step for medicine. It saved and is still saving
countless lives by preventing the growth of harmful bacteria. The antibiotics are truely one of the best medical inventions until today. Alexander Fleming is the notable for discovering penicillin during the 1920s. He did this accidentally, but after he acknowledged what he had done, antibiotics spread enormously fast throughout the entire world.
Antibiotics are still known for their ability to fight off almost every form of infection. 7 The Automobile During the 19th century, many people saw the vision for personal motor vehicles. However, it was not until Karl Benzs Motorwagen in 1885 that this vision was put to life. This being the first automobile in the world did not make it affordable for
everyone. So, after some time, Henry Ford decided to improve the production process, which certainly brought the price down a notch. Nowadays, some people barely walk, as they even go to the corner store with their car. This invention has changed the looks of cities around the world, as every road and street is designed to be perfect for driving a
car. 8 Electricity If there is one thing that people cant live without today it is electricity. It is without a doubt one of the most important things that mark the era we live in. Just imagine a world without electricity; you wouldnt have TVs, computers, air conditioning, electric lights etc. Thats a world I wouldnt want to live in. 9 The Computer With the
advancement of electronics and semiconductors, came the computer. Most of us spend a large portion of our day in front of the computer, whether for entertainment purposes or to work and they are such complex machines that a large number of highly paid professions are based on only a few computer programs or the knowledge about just a small
part of its software or hardware. Not to mention that the entertainment aspect of computers is something that all of us are familiar with. 10 The Internet The internet is the one thing that enabled us to be connected to the whole world, no matter where we are. The whole modern world depends on the internet, as it has the most impact on business,
economy, politics, art, entertainment, communications, etc. It helps us get our hands on absolutely any type of information we need. However, some people claim that we have only begun to see what type of impact it will have on the world. Courtesy of www.uncoverdiscover.comThere are many inventions that have shaped and changed the course of
history. But which ones are the most influential?Since the human races inception, we have come up with many brilliant and sometimes bizarre inventions that have changed the course of history. It is truly amazing to think about just how much theyve shaped our society into what it is today.From the wheel to the lightbulb, inventions are constantly
being created that will change our lives forever.Now its your chance to do something unique and fun! Think you know which invention is most influential? Here is a list of the top 17 most influential inventions in historyl. The WheelThe wheel is considered to be one of the most important inventions in history.It was first used in Mesopotamia over
6,000 years ago and has since been used in various ways to help improve our quality of life.2. The Printing PressThe printing press was invented by Johannes Gutenberg in the 15th century and revolutionized the way information was spread.It allowed for books to be printed cheaply and quickly, thus making knowledge more accessible to the
masses.3. The TelephoneThe telephone was invented by Alexander Graham Bell in 1876 and has since revolutionized the way we communicate with each other.It has allowed people to connect with each other on a global scale in ways that were once impossible.4. The InternetThe internet is considered to be one of the most important inventions of our
time.It was invented by Tim Berners-Lee in 1989 and has since revolutionized the way we access information.5. ElectricityElectricity is one of the most important inventions of all time. It was first invented by Michael Faraday in 1821 and has since revolutionized the way we live our lives.The use of electricity has allowed us to use light bulbs, heat our
homes and a whole array of other things.6. The AutomobileThe automobile was invented by Karl Benz in 1885 and has since revolutionized the way we get around.It allows for people to travel long distances without having to rely on public transportation or their feet.7. The AirplaneThe airplane was invented by the Wright brothers in 1903 and has
since allowed people to travel great distances in a shorter amount of time.It has revolutionized the way we view travel and has made it more accessible to the masses.8. The Vacuum CleanerThe vacuum cleaner was invented by Hubert C. Booth in 1907 and has since improved the cleanliness of homes throughout the world.It allows people to clean
their floors and carpets without having to physically move the dirt and debris.9. The TelevisionThe television was invented by John Logie Baird in 1926 and has since become one of the most popular forms of entertainment in the world.It has allowed people to watch their favorite shows and movies from the comfort of their own homes.10.
PenicillinPenicillin was discovered by Alexander Fleming and is considered to be one of the most important antibiotics of all time.It has saved the lives of millions of people and revolutionized the way we treat infections.11. ComputerThe computer was invented by Charles Babbage in 1822 and has since become an essential tool in our everyday lives.It
allows us to store and process information quickly and efficiently.12. Smart PhoneThe smartphone was invented by Steve Jobs in 2007 and has since revolutionized the way we communicate with each other. It allows us to access the internet, make calls, and send text messages all from the convenience of our own phones.13. Atomic BombThe atomic
bomb was developed by the United States during World War II and was used against Japan in 1945. It was the deadliest weapon that had ever been created up to that time and helped end World War I1.14. VaccinationVaccinations were developed by Edward Jenner in 1796 and have since saved millions of lives all around the world. They have made
many diseases, such as smallpox, a thing of the past. 15. Microwave OvenThe microwave oven was invented by Percy Spencer in 1945 and has since revolutionized the way we cook our food. It allows us to heat up leftovers quickly and efficiently.16. MRI ScannerThe MRI scanner was invented by Raymond Damadian in 1977 and has since
revolutionized the way we diagnose injuries and illnesses.It allows doctors to safely and effectively scan their patients without having to use harmful radiation.17. The LightbulbThe lightbulb was invented by Thomas Edison in the late 19th century and has since allowed humans to see in the dark and illuminated many aspects of our lives. It has
changed the way we work, live, and play.ConclusionThese are some of the most important and influential inventions in history. Each of them has shaped our society into what it is today and we would be a very different world without them.If you enjoyed this article please share it on social media and dont forget to check out my other articles! Share on
FacebookTweetFollow usSave In the history of mankind, there have been countless remarkable inventions that have shaped the way we live today. From the wheel to the internet, these inventions have revolutionized the world and propelled humanity forward. In this article, we will explore the top 5 greatest inventions of all time that have had a
lasting impact on society.1. The WheelThe wheel is arguably one of the most important inventions in human history. It revolutionized transportation and made it easier for people to move goods and travel long distances. The invention of the wheel dates back to around 3500 BC, and its impact can still be seen today in everything from cars to
bicycles.2. The Printing PressInvented by Johannes Gutenberg in the 15th century, the printing press revolutionized the way information was disseminated. Before the printing press, books had to be copied by hand, making them rare and expensive. With the invention of the printing press, books became more accessible to the masses, leading to an
increase in literacy and the spread of knowledge.3. ElectricityThe discovery of electricity changed the world in ways that were unimaginable before. From powering homes and businesses to revolutionizing communication and transportation, electricity has become an essential part of modern life. The invention of the light bulb by Thomas Edison in
1879 further revolutionized the world and paved the way for further technological advancements.4. The InternetThe internet is one of the most transformative inventions of the modern era. It has connected people from all over the world and revolutionized the way we communicate, work, and access information. The invention of the World Wide Web
by Tim Berners-Lee in 1989 further expanded the capabilities of the internet, making it an indispensable tool in todays society.5. AntibioticsThe discovery of antibiotics revolutionized the field of medicine and has saved countless lives. The first antibiotic, penicillin, was discovered by Alexander Fleming in 1928 and has since been used to treat a wide
range of bacterial infections. Antibiotics have played a crucial role in modern medicine and have helped to control the spread of infectious diseases.Emerging Trends:1. Artificial Intelligence (Al)Artificial intelligence is a rapidly evolving field that is revolutionizing the way we live and work. From self-driving cars to virtual assistants, Al is being used in
a wide range of applications to make our lives easier and more efficient.2. Renewable EnergyWith the growing concerns about climate change, renewable energy sources such as solar and wind power are becoming increasingly popular. These sources of energy are clean, sustainable, and have the potential to reduce our reliance on fossil fuels.3. 3D



Printing3D printing is a cutting-edge technology that is revolutionizing manufacturing and design. From creating prototypes to producing custom parts, 3D printing is changing the way products are made and is opening up new possibilities in a wide range of industries.4. Blockchain TechnologyBlockchain technology is revolutionizing the way we
store and transfer data securely. Originally developed for cryptocurrencies such as Bitcoin, blockchain technology has the potential to transform industries such as finance, healthcare, and supply chain management.5. Augmented Reality (AR) and Virtual Reality (VR)AR and VR technologies are changing the way we experience the world around us.
From immersive gaming experiences to virtual tours of real estate properties, AR and VR are opening up new possibilities in entertainment, education, and training.6. BiotechnologyAdvancements in biotechnology are leading to breakthroughs in healthcare, agriculture, and environmental conservation. From gene editing to synthetic biology,
biotechnology is revolutionizing the way we approach problems and find solutions.7. Quantum ComputingQuantum computing is a cutting-edge technology that has the potential to revolutionize computing as we know it. By harnessing the power of quantum mechanics, quantum computers have the ability to solve complex problems at speeds that are
unimaginable with traditional computers.In conclusion, the top 5 greatest inventions of all time have had a profound impact on society and have shaped the way we live today. From the wheel to the internet, these inventions have revolutionized the world and paved the way for further technological advancements. As we look to the future, emerging
trends such as Al, renewable energy, and blockchain technology are poised to continue shaping the world and driving innovation forward. It is clear that the power of human ingenuity knows no bounds, and we can only imagine what the future holds for technology and invention.
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